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Izmir Milletvekili Kamil Erdal Sipahi tarafindan verilen 7/}11%1’ sayilt soru dmergesinin
Yanifi:

ABD Dusisleri Bakanlhiginca hazirlanan 2009 yilt Uluslararast Dini Ozgiirlikler
raporunda, ABD’nin Istanbul Baskonsoloslugu tarafindan tlkemizdeki dinj azinliklara
verildigi belirtilen giivenlik egitimiyle ilgili olarak Bakanligimiza ulagmis bir bilgi
- bulunmamaktadir, ABD Biyitkelciligine, givenlik isbirligimizin gercevesi ve smirlan
igerisinde hareket edilmesi gerektigine dikkat ¢ekilmis, raporda yer alan ifade hakkinda izahat
istenmigtir. Biiyiikelgilik yetkilileri tarafindan, stzkonusu ifadenin gergek  durumu
yansitmadifi, Tiirkiye'yi ziyaret eden Amerikan vatandaslarinm giivenliginin saglanmas:
amaciyla, ozellikle Amerikalilarm sikga ziyaret ettikleri mekanlarda giivenlik bilincini
artirmaya y6nelik goriismeler yapildig: belirtilmistir.
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Konu  : ABD Disisleri Bakanligi'mn 2009 yili Dini Ozgiirliikler Raporu hﬂfﬁﬁé@@%ﬁql
yetkililerin agiklamalan

Dagiim : BOZM (B) (N); MOZM (B) (N); MCKY (B) (N); MOAY (B) (N); MKAY (B)
(N); SPGM (B) (N); AAGM (B) (N); AIGM (B) (N); KDGM (B) (N); SPGY
(B) (N); ALGY (B) (N); GIGY (B) (N); ARTY (B) (N); KDGY (B) (N);
Vagington BE (B) (N);

Eki : [liste ve mektup.pdf]-

1. Bakanhigimizda baska bir vesileyle AKGY-I Yonca Ozgeri tarafindan kabul edilen
ABD’nin Ankara Bityikelgiligi siyasi memurlan Diana Kramer ve Berna Keen, evvelce
iletilen talep tlizerine ABD Disisleri Bakanligi’nin 26 Ekim 2009 tarihli “Tiirkiye’de Dini
Ozgiirliikler Raporu”nun son boliimiinde yer alan “ABD’nin Istanbul Baskonsoloslugu
tarafindan Tiirkiye’deki dini azinliklara giivenlik egitimi verilmistir® ciimlesine yonelik
agiklamada bulunmuslardir.

2. Kramer, adigegen raporda yeralan ifadenin maksadi agan bigimde kaleme alindigim
gordikierini, bunun tekrar etmeyeceginden emin olunmasi gerektigini, sdzkonusu egitim
programinin Istanbul’daki Ingiltere Bagkonsoloslugu, HSBC ve iki sinagoga gerceklestirilen
terdrist saldinlarmdan sonra 2004 yilinda uygulanmaya baslandigins, bu egitimin verilmesine
dair talebin esasen elden tevdi edilen Omegi ekli listedeki kisi ve kuruluslardan geldigini,
uygulamanin sadece terérist tehditlere kargt Tiirkiye’yi ziyaret eden ABD’li konuklarm .
glivenliginin saglanmasi amacim tastdifim belirterek konuya aciklik getirmesi bakimindan
ABD’nin Istanbul Bagkonsolosu Sharon Anderholm Wiener tarafindan Saadet Partisi Istanbu]
11 Bagkam Erol Erdogan’a 8 Subat 2010 tarihinde génderilen ekli mektubun Smegini tevdi
etmigtir.

3. AKGY-I Daire Baskani Yonca Ozgeri, raporda yeralan ifadenin niteliginin anlagtimaz
oldugu konusunda iki tarafin da hemfikir olmasindan memnuniyet duydugumuzu, bunun
tekrarlanmayacagina yonelik taahhiidii not ettifimizi, zira bu ifadenin tarafimizda rahatsizlik
yarattigmin bilinmesini istedigimizi, sézkonusu egitimi alan kuruluglara iliskin Oomedi ekli
listede ABD’nin yakin ig iligkisi icerisinde bulundugunu belirttigi okul, otel, sirket, polis
merkezleri gibi kuruluglara verdigi “giivenlik bilincini arttirmaya yonelik egitimlerin”,
Tiirkiye’deki ilgili deviet kurumlariyla yapilan belli bir anlagmaya dayanip dayanmadigini
Ogrenmek istegimizi, givenlik egitimlerinin iki devlet arasinda ortaya konan herhangi bir
hukuki veya siyasi gercevesi bulunup bulunmadign konusunda agiklik olmadigm, “giivenlik
efitimi danismalarina katilan” Fener Rum Patrikhanesi, Ermeni Patrikhanesi, Yahudi
Cemaati, Stiryani Katolik Cemaati, Hahambast veya Sariyer Polis Merkezi gibt kisi ve
kuruluglarin bu konuda ABD Baskonsoloslugu'na kendilikierinden mi basvurduklarini da
merak ettiimizi, giivenlik konusunun iki tilke Higkilerinin 6z¢l bir boyutunu olugturdugunu,
bunun Bakanligimizin farkl: birimlerinin galisma alanina girdigini, ancak Tiirkiye’nin
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herhangi bir ayrim yapmaksizin tim vatandaslarimin  giivenliginin saglanmast konusuna
tavizsiz bir 6zenle yaklastigini, aym dzenin Tiirkiye’de bulunan tiim yabanci uyruklu kigiler
. Ve yabanci misyonlar icin de uygulandifindan emin olunmasini 1stedifimizi belirtmistir,

Takdirlerine saygilarimla arzederim.

Ek: liste, mektup
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Minority elements and GOT offices that have received the training include:

Institution

Fener Patricate

Armenian Patriarchate
04/22/08

Jewish Community

Syrian Catholic Com.
06/24/08

Etiler TNP School

Sanyer Police Department
01/20/09

Sariyer Police Department
01/20/09

Sanyer Police Department
01/22/09

Armenian Patriarchate
02/19/09 ’

Fenar Patriarchate

Sariyer Police Department
03/10/09

Sariyer Police Department
03/12/09

Rabbi Mendy Chitrik
04/27/09 :

Sukru Balei Police Academy
05/20/09

Olympiad Stadium
12/15/09

Governor's Office
12/17109

‘ .T!fge Date

SD Basic - Anti-Terror Training — Chem Bio Awerness 02/28/07

SD Basic - Anti-Terror Training — Chem Bio Awerness

SD Basic - Anti-Terror Training — IED&Chem Bio Awerness 06/13/08
SD Basic - Anti-Terror Training — IED&Chem Bio Awerness
Security Awareness - Reporting~ IED&Chem Bio Awerness 10/20/08

Security Awareness - Reporting— IED&Chem Bio Awerness

Security Awareness - Reporting— IED&Chem Bio Awerness

Security Awareness - Reporting— IED&Chem Bio Awerness
Security Awareness - Attack recognition - IED-Reporting

Security Awareness - Reporting— {ED-Attack recognition 02/28/09

Security Awareness - Reporting— 1IED&Chem Bio Awerness

Security Awareness - Reporting— IED&Chem Bio Awerness
Security Awareness - Attack recognition — IED — Chem Bio

Security Awareness - Reporting— IED&Chem Bio Awerness
Security Awareness - Reporting— IED&Chem Bio Awerness

Security Awareness - Reporting- IED&Chem Bio Awerness

The foregoing iist doesn’tinclude businesses, schools, etc that received the counseling.
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@ONTATES OF AMERICA

Febraary 8. 2010

Mr. Erol Erdugan
istanbul Provingeis) Presidem
/o Suadet Pary

Dear M, Erdogan:

Thank you tur your tetter of December 23 in which you inquired about a reference in the .S,
Department of Staie’s Internationa) Religious Freedom Report.

The 1.5, Consulate Genera) in Istanbul on oceasion Provides free security awareness
consuliations ro security officials at urganizations that have American staff or American vigitors.
These entities include some minority religious communities, as well as a host of other groups,
inciuding schools, hotels, private businesses, business organizations, and Turkish govermmnent
institutions with which we have longstanding workmng relationships. This informal consultation
progeam began in 2004 fol lowing the 2003 terrorist attacks on the British Consulate, HSBC. and
Synagogues in Istanbul,

The guidance which the U 5. Consulate provides is intended to incrense general security
awarencss, especially with regard to facilities that U.S, Government employees visit. The
purpose of the consuliations is simply to enhance the level ol cooperation between security
personnel and consult on the arganizations” capabilities to confront lerrarisns threats and promote
safety for both Turkish and American visitors, Consultations emphasize defensive measures
only. und do not involve training with weapons of any kingd.

Thank you for your interest in this matter aml in the Internationa Religious Freedom Report.
Sincerely,

Qe U

Sharon Anderholin Wiener
United Srates Consul General
Istanbul. Turke v
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DISISLER] BAKANLIGINA
(Giivenlik ve Istihbarat Genel Miidiir Yardimetligr)

Amerika Birlesik Devletleri Disigleri Bakanhg’'min internet sayfasinda yayinlanan
titkkemizdeki din 6zgiirliigiine iliskin degerlendirmelerin yer aldigi “2009 Report on
International Religious Freedom” isimli rapor terciimesi ile birlikte ekte sunulmustur.
Raporun 18. sayfasinda goriilecegi iizere, ABD Istanbul Bagkonsoloslugunca giivenlik
stratejisi gergevesinde azinlik dini gruplar igin gitvenlik egitimi saglandigi belirtilmektedir.

Keyfiyeti bilgilerine, rapora iliskin Bakanliklar degerlendirmelerinin _is’arm;

milsaadelerine arz ederim.
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Turkey

BUREAU OF DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND LABOR
International Religious Freedom Report 2009
October 26, 2009

The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and other faws and pelicies contributed to the géneralfy free practice of
religion; however, constitutional provisions regarding the integrity and existence of the secular state restrict these rights.

The Gove.rnment generally respected religious freedom in practice. There was no change in the status of respect for
religious freedom by the Government during the reporting period. The Government continued to impose limitations on
islamic and other religious groups and significant restrictions on Islamic religious expression in government offices and
state-run institutions, including universities, for the stated reason of preserving the "secular state." Authorities continued
their broad ban on wearing Islamic religious headscarves in government offices as well as public schools. The
Government also continued to oppose "Islamic extremism." Reiigious minorities said they were effectively blocked from
careers in state institutions because of their faith. Minority religious groups also faced difficulties in worshipping,
registering with the Government, and training their followers, Although religious speech and persuasion is Jegal, some
Muslims, Christians, and Baha'is faced some restrictions and occasional harassment for alleged proselytizirig.

There were reports of societal abuses and discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or practice. Threats against
non-Muslims created an atmosphere of pressure and diminished freedom for some non-Muslim communities. Many
Christiané, Baha'ls, and heterodox Musiims faced societal suspicion and mistrust, and some elements of society continued
to express anti-Semitic sentiments. Additionally, persons wishing to convert from lslam sometimes experienced social
harassment and violence from relatives and ne‘ighbors.

The U.S. Govemment discusses religious freedom with the Government and state institutions as part of its overall policy to
promote human righits. During the repdrting period, embassy and consulate fepresentatives met frequently with
government officials and representatives of religious groups to discuss matters related to religious freedom, including legal
reform aimed at lifting restrictions on religious minorities.

Section 1. Religious Demography

The country has an area of 301,383 square miles and a population of 70.5 million. According to the Government, 99
percent of the population is Muslim, the majority of which is Hanafi Sunni. According to the human rights hongovernmental
organization Mazlum-Der and representatives of various religious minority communities, the actual percentage of Muslims
is slightly lower,

fn addition to the Sunni Musiim majority, academics estimate that there are between 10 miliion and 20 miliion Alevis,
followers of a beiief system that incorporates aspects of both Shi'a and Sunni Islam and draws on the traditions of other

bt /rrrrror abmbn e fo 111 LI_ siynan it ansana 1 .



Turkey - : _ Page2 of 10 .

religious groups indigenous to Analofia. The Government considers Alevism a heterodox Muslim sect; some Alevis and

-

Sunnis maintain that Alevis are not Muslims,

There are several other religious groups, mostly concentrated in istanbut and other farge cities. While exact membership
figures are not available, these religious groups include approximately 500,000 Shiite Caferis, 65,000 Armenian Orthadox
Christians, 23,000 Jews, 15,000 Syrian Orthodox (Syriac) Christians, 10,000 Baha'is, 5,000 Yezidis, 3,300 Jehovah's
Witnesses, 3,000 members of various other Protestant sects, and up to 3,000 Greek Orthodox Christians . There are also
small, undetermined numbers of Bulgarian, Nestorian, Georgian, Roman Catholic, and Maronite Chrisfians. Among these
minority religious communities are a significant number of Iragi refugees, including 3,000 Chaldean Christians.

The number of Syriac Christians in the southeast was higher before 1990; however, under pressture from government
authorities and later under the impact of the war against the terrorist Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), many Syriacs
migrated to Istanbul, western and northern Europe, or North and South America. Over the last several years, small
numbers of Syriacs returned from overseas to the southeast, mostly from Europe. In most cases, older family members

returned while younger ones remained abroad.
Section II. Status of Government Respect for Religious Freedom

Legal/Policy Framework

The Constitution provides for freedom of religion, and other laws and policies contributed to the generally free practice of
religion; however, constitutional provisions regarding the integrity and existence of the secular state restrict these rights.
The 1982 Constitution establishes the country as a secular state and provides for freedom of belief, worship, and the
private dissemination of religious ideas. The Constitution prohibits discﬁmin:élﬁon on religious grounds.

Core institutions of the state, including the presidency, armed‘forces, judiciary, and state bureaucracy, have played the
role, implied in the Gonstitution, of defending the country's tradition of secularism throughout the history of the republic. In
some cases, elements of the state have opposed activities of the elected government on grounds that they threatened the

secular state (see Restrictions).

Article 219 of the Penal Code prohibits imams, priests, rabbis, or other religious leaders from “reproaching or vilifying" the
Government or the laws of the state while performing their duties. Violations are punishable by prison terms of one month
to one year, or three months to two years If the crime Involves inciting others to.disobeythe law._.. . o

There are legal restrictions against insulting a government-recognized religion, interfering with such a religious group’s

services, or defacing its property.
The Gavernment observes the religious holidays/periods of Ramazan Bayram and Kurban Bayram as national holidays.

The Government does not recognize conscientious objection to military service, and those who oppose military service on
religious grounds face charges in civil court and prison time. '

Registration with the government Is not mandatory for religious groups; however, unregistered religious groups have no
legal standing and can face greater harassment. Any organization, including a religious group, has the opportunity to
register as an association or a foundation but not on religious grounds. '

While both foundations and associations receive equal protection by law, associations must be nonprofit by definition and
can receive money only in the form of donations. A foundation has greater fiscal freedom and can earn income through
companies to support the foundation. However, the process for becoming a foundation is substantially lengthier and more
expensive. Parliament determines on an annual basis the minimum capital requirement for creating a foundation; in 2009
the minimum was set at approximately $33,300 (50,000 lira).

There are several official categories of foundations, including minority community foundations, education foundations, and
aid foundations. Since 1936, religious groups cannot register as minority community foundations and gain the Iegal rights
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held‘by such foundations. There are 161 religious community foundations that existed during the Ottoman Empire that

The GDF regulates activities of all religious groups and their affiliated property. The GDF recognizes 161 "minority
community foundations," including Greek Qrthadox foundations with approximately 74 é.ites, Armenian Orthodox
foundations with an estimated 48 sites, and Jewish foundations with 12 sites, as well as Syriac Christian, Chaldean,

In addition, the Government oversees Muslim religious facifities and courses through the Directorate of Religious Affairs
(Diyanet), which is under the authority of the Prime Ministry. The Diyanst is responsible for regulating the operation of the
more than 77,500 registered mosques and employing local and provincial imams, who are civil servants,

Muslim and other religious groups and significant restrictions on individuals' Muslim religious expression in government
offices and state-run institutions, including universities, for the stated reason of preserving the "secular state.”

On July 30, 2008, in a suit brought against the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP) by the Chief Prosecutor in
March 2008, the Constitutional Court found the AKP guilty of serving as a center for antisecularist activities in violation of
the Constitution. Six judges voted to ban the-party; however, the Constitution requires that at least seven judges vote in
favor of banning for a party to be closed. The 11-member court instead agreed to halve the party's state funding.

Some members of the military, judiciary, and othre,"r branches of the bureaucracy continued to wage campaigns against
what they label as Islamic fundamentalism. These groups view religious fundamentalism as a threat to the secular state.
The National 'Security Council and Turkish General Staff categorize religious fundamentalism as a threat to public safety.
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According o Turkish human rights organization MazlquDer and other groups, a few government ministries dismissed or
barred from promation civil servants suspected of antistate or Islamist activities. Reports by Mazium-Der, the media, and
others indicated that the iﬁilitary periodically dismissed religiously observant Muslims from military service. Such
dismissals were based on behavior that military officials helieved identiﬂed these individuals as Islamic fundamentalists,
which officials believed could indicate disloyalty to the secular state. There also were reports of non-Muslim religious

leaders being identified and portrayed as threats to national security during military training.

Accerding to Mazlum-Der, the military charged soldiers with lack of discipline for activities that included performing lslamic
prayers or being married to women who wore headscarves. According to the military, officers and noncommissioned

. officers were dismissed periodically for ignoring repeated warnings from superior officers and for maintaining ties to what

* the military considered Isiamic fundamentalist organizations. In August 2008 the Government reported no military

_ dismissals, while in its December 2008 session it issued 24 dismissals, five of which pertained to alleged Islamic

fundamentalism.

Mystical Sufi and other religious-social orders (tarikats) and lodges (cemaats), banned officially since the mid-1920s,
remained active and widespread. Some prominent political and social leaders continued to associate with tarikats,
cemaats, and other Isiamic organizations.

Three applications on the issue of conscientious objection were pending with the European Court of Human Rights
(ECHR) at the end of the reporting period.

The Government interprets the 1923 Lausanne Treaty as granting special legal minority status exclusively to three
‘recognized groups--Armenian Orthodox Christians, Jews, and Greek Orthodox Christians--although the treaty text refers
broadly to "nen-Muslim minorities” without listing specific groups. This recognition does not extend to the religious
leadership organs. The Armenian and Ecumenical Greek Orthodox Patriarchates continued to seek legal recognition of
their status as patriarchates rather than foundations, the absence of which prevents them from having the right to own and
transfer property. Additionally, because the Government requires all places of learning to be under the control of the
Education Ministry, the Greek Orthodox and Armenian Crihodox chose not to train their ministry in the country.

In 1974 the High Court of Appeals ruled that minority foundations had no right to acquire properties beyond those listed in
their 1936 declarations, and the state seized control of properties acquired after 1936. An amended foundations law
governing religious minority property rights, which became effective in February 2008, facilitates the return of minority
foundation properties expropriated as a result of the 1974 ruling; however, the law does not account for properties that
have been s.old to third parties or to those expropriated when the associated foundations have been taken under
government control, which, due to the Greek community’s small population, applies to the majority of expropriated Greek
Orthodox properties. The law also does not rescind the authority of the GDF to expropriate property. Officials claimed that
the amended foundations law should make it easier for non-Muslim communities to manage and establish new
foundations. The opposition Republican People's Party’s March 2008 appeal of nine articles of the law had not been taken
up by the Constitutional Court by the end of the reporting period.

The amended law allows the 161 religious minority foundations recognized by the GDF to acquire property, but it does not
allow the communities to reciaim the hundreds of properties affiliated with foundations expropriated by the state over the
years. The GDF reported that after the foundations law went into effect in February 2008, based on provisional Article 7, &
total of 18 foundations applied to register 152 pieces of real estate by May 2009. The application window was {0 remain
open until August 2009. - '

Non-Muslim minorities complained that the implementing regulations of the foundations law has led to interference in the
elections of foundation boards, the treatment of charitable community foundations as business corporations for tax
purposes, the freezing of revenue from real estate transactions, and a ban on transferring surplus income from one
foundation to another. Groups are disallowed from using funds from foundation properties in one part of the country to
support foundations in other areas. However, according to the amended law, religious community foundations can receive
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financial grants from individuals and institutions domestically or internationally and can provide such grants to similar
foundations and associations either in or outside the country.

In February 2009 the ECHR ruled in a case filed in 2008 that a Protestant church in Izmir had the right to legal status ag
an association; the Government complied with the ruling. Another case filed at the same time by a member of the
Protestant group Alliance of Turkey, involving a complaint regarding the zoning of property as a place of worship, was
pending at the end of the reporting period.

In September 2008 Yeni Dogus Church in Manisa was ordered by the governorship fo halt its allegedly illegal activities.
The group subsequently registered as an association and was not closed by the governorship.

Religious minorities reported difficulties opening, maintaining, and operating houses of worship. Under the law, religious
services may take place only in designated places of worship. Municipal cades mandate ihat only the Government can
designate a place of woréhip, and if a religion has no legal standing in the country, it may nqi be eligible for a designated
site. Non-Muslim religious services, especiafly for religious groups that did not own property récognized by the GDF, often
took place on diplomatic preperty or in private apartments,

In early 2009 court decisions based on zoning laws against the bse of two Jehovah's Witnesses places of worship
(kingdom halls) were rescinded in the appeals process. Two other kingdom halls continued to appeal court decisions
restricting worship due to zoning laws. '

Alevis freely practiced their beliefs and built "cem” houses (places of gathering), although these have no legai status as
places of Worship and are often referred to as "cultural centers." Representatives of Alevi organizations maintained that
they often faced obstacles when attempting to establish cem houses. They said there wei’e approximately one hundred
cem houses in the country, a number that they claimed was insufficient to meet their needs. Alevis also charged there was
bias in the Diyanet, which did not allocate specific funds for Alevi activities or religious leadership. In effect, the Divanet
budget is reserved for the Sunni community, covering the salaries of imams and other costs. The Government does not
pay for the cost of utilities of cem houses or facilities not recognized by the Government as places of worship. However,
two municipalities ruled that Alevi cem houses are considered places of worship, 2 legal classification that requires the

Alevi community.

Authorities continued to monitor the activities of Eastern Orthodox churches but generally did not interfere with their
religious activities; however, significant restrictions were placed on the administration of the churches. The Government
does not recognize the ecumenical status of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch, acknowledging him bnly as the head of the
country's Greek Qrthodox community. Gavernment officials privately acknowledged that the 1923 'Lausanne Treaty does
not address the issuo of the Patriarch's status, and in a January 2008 speech to Parliament, Prime Minister Erdogan
reportedly stated that "ecumenicity" was for the Church to address and not an issue in which the state should interfere.

) VIS S PR T I3 441 1 mimnanm th e n . .
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The state provides training for Sunni Istamic clergy; religious communities outside the Sunni Islamic mainstream cannot
legally tram new clergy in the country for eventual ieadership. Coreligionists from outside the country were permitted o+
assume Ieadershlp positions in some cases, but in general all religious community leaders, including patriarchs and chief’

rabbis, must be citizens.

The law makes eight years of secular education compulsory, after which students may pursue study at imam hatip (Islamic
preacher) high schools, which cover both the standard high school curriculum and Islamic theology and practice. Imam
hatip schools are classified as vocational, and graduates of vocational schools face an automatic reduction in their
university entrance exam scores if they apply for university programs outside their field of high school specialization. This
reduction effectively bars most imam hatip graduates from enrolling in university programs other than theology. Many
pious citizens criticized the religious instruction provided in the regular schools as inadeguate. Most families who enrolled
their children in imam hatip schools did so to expose them to more extensive religious education rather than to traln them

asimams.

Religious minorities are exempted fegally from compulsory religious and moral instruction in primary and secondary
schools. The Government claimed that the compulsory instruction covers the range of world religions, but religious
minorities asserted that the courses reflect Hanafi Sunni Islamic doctrine and that antimissionary rhetoric remained in
compulsory school textbooks. A few religious minorities, such as Protestants and Syriac Qrthodox, faced difficulty
obtaining exemptions, particularly If their identification cards did not list a religion other than Islam.

Alevi children receive the same compulsory religious education as all Muslims, and many Alevis alleged discrimination in
the Government's failure to include any of their doctrines or beliefs in religious instruction classes in public schools. During
the reporting period, Alevis had nearly 20 court cases against the Ministry of Education regarding alleged discrimination.
Materials for the proposed new. religious course curriculum that includes instruction on Alevism were believed by many

Alevis to be inadequate and, in some cases, false.

Only the Diyanet'ié authorized to provide religion courses outside of school, although clandestine private courses existed.
Students who complete the first five years of primary school and are more than 12 years old may enroll in Diyanet Qur'an
classes on weekends and during summer vacation, although many other Qur'an courses functioned unofficially, Mazlum-
Der reported that law enforcement authorities often raided illegal courses for younger children.

The Government long has maintained that only Turkish citizens can be members of the Greek Orthodox Church's Holy
Synod and participate in patriarchal elections, despite the Ecumenical Patriarch's appeal to allow non-Turkish prelates.
Members of the Greek Orthodox community claimed that the legal restrictions particularly threatened the survival of the
Ecumenical ‘Patriarchate in Istanbul, because with no more than 3,000 Greek Orthodox remaining in the country, the
comrﬁunity was becoming too small to pravide enough citizen prelate candid,étes to maintain the institution. The
Government, however, did not formally respond to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I's 2004 appointment of six
noncitizen metropolitans to the Holy Synod, representing the first appointment of noncitizens to the bedy in the 80-year
history of the country.

Religious groups generally faced administrative challenges when employing foreign religious personnel, as did other
entities when employing foreign personnel. These administrative challenges, plus restrictions on training religious leaders
and difficulties obtaining visas, have led fo decreases in the number of recognized Christian communities. In December
2008, however, the Government provided year-long work permits to non-Turkish clerics working at the Ecumenical Greek
Patriarchate. Noncitizen clerics had previously used tourist visas, requiring them to depart the country every three months. |

During the Malatya trial hearings (see Section [}f), retired general Veli Kucuk testified that Christian missionary and Islamic
extremist activities were treated the same by state institutions, and Jandarma intefigence official Erkan Yilmaz confirmed
that the Jandarma equates missionary activities with terrorism. ‘

No law explicitly prohibits religious speech or religious conversions; nevertheless, many prosecutors and police regarded
religious speech and religious activism with suspicion. Christians engaged in religious advocacy were occasionally
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threatened or pressured by government and state officials. If the advocates were foreigners, they were at times deported,
but generally they were able to reenter the coeurtry. v Aprl 2008 at least two foreigr: Christian famities in bzimit
volunteering with 2 church reportedly left the c’obntry under pressure from the Ministry of Interior for not obtaining the
"proper permits.” Police officers occasionaily reported students who met with Christian missionaries to their families or to
university authorities, '

Authorities continued to enforce the long-standing ban on the wearing of headscarves by civil servants in public buildings
and by students in universities. Women who wear headscarves and persons who actively show support for those who defy
the ban have been disciplined or have lost their jobs in the public sector as nurses and teachers. At the same time, there
were unconfirmed reports that employees in governmentai ministries faced discrimination because they were not
considered by their supervisors fo be sufficiently observant of Islamic religious practices.

amend their cards. Some non-Muslims maintained that listing religious affiliation on the cards exposed them to
discrimination and harassment.

Restoration or construction may be carried out ori buildings and monuments considered "ancient” onfy with authorization
of the regional board on the protection of cultural and national wealth. Bureaucratic procedures and considerations refating
to historic preservation in the past impeded repairs to religious facilities, especially in the case of Syriac and Armenian
Orthodox properties. ' ‘ :

orphanage on Buyukada island. The ECHR process for determining whether the Patriarchate would receive monetary
compensation or the return of the land continued at the end of the reporting period.

foundations were not operating in accordance with their charters or that the non-Musiim communities they supported had
insufficient populations to sustain the foundations. Such expropriations were frequently appealed to the Danistay (Council
of State} and, if unsuccessful there, to the ECHR, Many religious minorities experienced problems operating places of
worship due to laws governing foundations. '

Armenian foundations-the Samatya Surp Kevork Armenian Churgh, School, and Cemetery Foundation and the Yedikule
Surp Pirgic Armenian Hospital Feundation--in cases pertaining to properties they formerly owned.
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The Buyukada Court of First Instance was reviewing the Greek Orthodox Church's comptaint that in November 2007
Ministry of Environment and Forestry officials damaged a building on the compound of a Greek Orthodox church on
Heybeli Island while it was being restored. The Church faced a separate cése brought by the Ministry for conduciing
restoration without written permission; the case continued at the end of the reporting period.

Syriac residents of Bardakci village who fled in the mid-1980s found upon their return after 2005 that one of the village's
two Syriac churches had been converted into a mosque without the Syriac‘:‘ éommunity having been consuited. By mid-
2009 construction of a new mosque was underway, and local government authorities assured Syriac leaders that as soon
as the new mosque was completed, the converted church would be returned to the Syriac community as a place of
worship. Some returning Syriacs claimed that government authorities reclassified properties while the Syriacs were out of
the country in ways that caused them to lose some of their land. '

Abuses of Religious Freedom

On December 12, 2008, police in Rize detained several South Afrlcans and charged them with missionary activities. The

prosecutor released them without charge.

Due to the Jehovah's Witnesses' stance as conscientious objectors to military service, members continued to face
difficulties. According to Jehovah's Witnesses officials, at the end of the re;porting period, two members remained in prison
for conscientious objection. One of the objectors, Baris Gormez, had been charged six times for "disobedience of orders"
and had been in prison since 2007, '

In November 2008 a court convicted four suspects, including one village guard, to a total of 60 yea_rS’ imprisonment for the
November 2007 kidnapping of Syriac priest Edip Daniel Savci in Midyat. Three other suspects were acquitted.

On May 28, 2009, court proceedings continued in the 2006 case against two Mus!lim converis to Christianity charged with
"Insulting Turkishness," in violation of Article 301 of the Penal Code, inciting hatred against Islam, and secretly compiting

data on private citizens for a Bible correspondence course. The court called five withesses to appear at the next hearing,

set for October 15, 2009.

Forced Religious Conversion

There were no reports of forced religious conversion, including of minor U.S. citizens who had been abducted or illegally
removed from the United States or who had not been aliowed to be returned to the United States.

Section lIl. Status of Societal Respect for Religious Freedom

There were reports of societal abuses or discrimination based on religious affiliation, belief, or practice. Threats against
non-Muslims during the repérting period created an atmosphere of pressure and diminished freedom for some non-Muslim
communities. Religlous pluralism was widely viewed as a threat to Islam and to "national unity." Mustims, Christians, Jews,
Baha'is, and members of other religious communities faced societal suspicion and mistrust.

.

The trial of five suspects involved in the 2007 alleged torture and killing of three members of a Protestant church in
Malatya continued at the close of the reporting period. In May 2008 Emre Gunaydin continued to deny accusations made
by the other suspects that he was the leader in the attacks. There were allegations that focal political officers, members of
the special military forces, and regional members of the country's nationalist-political party were involved, which authorities
denied. However, in December 2007 the Interior Ministry also opened a judicial investigation into the alleged collusion of
public officials in these murders. Prosecuting lawyers requested that the case be tied to the Ergenekon indictment, in
which 86 persons were indicted for planning to incite a revolt against the Government.

in May 2009 one of the attomeys representing the families of the Malatya victims reported that while threats against him
continued, the level had diminished significantly.

http://www.state.gov/e/drl/ris/irf/2009/130290 htm - , N2 0% ANH
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On December 29, 2008, an |zmir court sentenced Ramazan Bay, who injured priest Adriano Francini in December 2007 in
lzmir, to five years' imprisenment but later reduced it to four years and two months for good behavior. The court also
sentenced Bay to an exira five manths and a fine of §250 (375 lira} for carrying a switchblade,

In March 2009 unknown individuals broke into the Kadikoy International Church but did not cause damage_. Police led a
brief investigation with no findings. '

- cemetery was destroyed. In March 2009 national police were assighed to protect a cemetery in Balikli, Istanbul, after some
reported incidents of vandalism in February. No additional incidents in Balikli were reported by the end of the repom'ng'

Jews and Christiéns from most deno_minations freely practiced their religions and regioned little discrimination in daily life;
however, citizens wha converted from Islam to another religion often experienced some form of social harassmeént or
pressure from family and neighbors. Proselytizing on behalf of non-Mustim religious groups was socially unacceptable and

sometimes dangerous.

Nationalist sentiments sometimes contained anti-Christian or anti-Semitic overfones. Jewish community members
reported that the significant rise of anti-Semitism that began in the summer of 2006 continued through the reporting period.
Boycotts of Jewish businessas and government-sponsored events following the Israeli offensive in Gaza in December
2008 and January 2009 heightened anti-Semitic sentiments, according to the community leaders. Some businesses in
Eskisehir posted notices to prevent "Jews, Armenians, and dogs" from entering. Jewish leaders in the country believed the
anti-Semitism was directiy related to events in the Middie East, and Jewish community members reported that they were
held responsible for these events.,

Six Protestant pastors, some church legat advisors, and several churches across the country receive heightened police

protection due to threats,

In contrast with the previous reporting period, there were no attacks or death threats against Radio Shema, a Christian
radio station in Ankara.

Members of the secular establishment and other groups feared the influence of islamism and rejected the involvement of
Islam in politics.

Section V. U.8. Government Policy

Heybeli Island.

On April 8, 2009, President Obama addressed Parliament and emphasized the U.S. interest in seeing Halki seminary
reopened in recognition of the importance of religious freedom, On Aprit 7, President Obama met with leaders of réligious
communities, including the Ecumenical Patriarch, Chief Rabbi, Armenian Archbishop, Syrian Orthodox Metropolitan, and
Mufti of Istanbul, ' :
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The Ambassador reguiarly discussed govefnment policy regarding Islam and other religious groups as well as specific
cases of religious discrimination and other topics concerning religious freedom in private meetings with cabinet members.
The Ambassador met with Diyanet President Ali Bardakoglu on January 8, 2009, to discuss the work of the Diyanet. Cther
embassy and consulate officers held similar meetings with govermment officials. Diplomats from the Embassy and
consulates met regularly with representatives of various religious groups. These meetings covered a range of topics,
including probiems faced by non-Muslim groups and the debate over the role of Islam in the country.

The consulate general in Istanbul provided security training for minority refigious communities as a part of its overali

security strategy.

http://www.state.gov/e/drl/tls/irf/2009/130299.htm : N3 N7 2010
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Anayasa din 6zgiirkigii sagladig: gibi diger yasa ve politikalar da genellikle
dine Gzgiir ibadet edilmesine katkida bulunmustur; ancak, laik devietin
blitiinhigii ve mevcudiyeti ile ilgili anayasal kosullar bu haklari kisitlar.

Hiikiimet uygulamada din Ozgiirliigiine genellikle sayg) gostermigtir. Rapor
Kapsamindaki stirede din ozglirligiine saygi konusuda herhangi bir
degisiklik olmamigstir. Hiikiimet Miisliimanlara ve diger dini gruplara
kisitlamalar uygularken, yukarida belirtilen “laik devlet”i muhafaza etme
nedenti ile {iniversiteler de dahil, devlet daireleri ve devlet yonetimindeki
kurumlarda Islam dininin ifade edilmesini ciddi sekilde smirlamaya devam
etmigtir. Yetkililer Islami tip bagdrtiisiiniin devlet dairelerinde ve devlet
okullarmda kullanilmasina genis ¢apl yasak uygulamay siirdiirmiistiir.
Hitkiimet ayni zamanda “kéktendinci Islam’a” da kars1 ¢tkmaga devam
etmigtir. Dini azinliklar, inanglarindan dolayi, mesleklerine devlet
kurumlarinda devam etmelerine engel olundugunu bildirmigtir. Azinlik dinj
gruplar da ibadet etmekte, resmi kayit yaptirmakta ve kendi dinlerine 7
mensup olanlar1 egitmekte giigliiklerle kargilasmistir. Dini konusma yapmak
ve bagkalarmi ikna etmeye ¢alismak yasal olsa da, bazi Miisliman,
Hiristiyan ve Bahailer bir takim kisitlamalar ve baskalarini kendi dinlerine
cevirmeye galistiklar: iddialar sebebiyle ara-sira sert davranislara maruz
kalmustir. '

Dini mensubiyet, inang veya ibadet nedeniyle toplumda taciz ve ayrimcilik
yapildigina dair bilgi alinmustir. Gayrimiislimler aleyhindeki tehditler bir
baski havasi yaratnus ve baz gayrimiislim topluluklarin Ozgiirliikierini
olumsuz etkilemistir. Bir¢ok Hiristiyan, Bahai ve geleneksel islam
doktrinine uymayan Miisliiman, toplum tarafindan stiphe ve giivensizlikle
kargilanirken, toplumdaki baz unsurlar da Yahudi aleyhtar duygulari ifade
etmeyi stirdiirmigtiir. Ayrica, Islam dininden dénmek isteyen kisiler bazen
toplum tarafindan horlanmis veya akraba ve komgularinin giddet
hareketlerine maruz kalmustar, '

ABD htikiimeti, insan haklarm; ilerletme alanindaki genel politikas:
¢ercevesinde hiikiimet ve deviet kurumlars ile din 6zgiirligii konusunu
gortisiir. Rapor kapsamindaki dénemde de elgilik ve konsolosluk
temsilcileri dini azmliklar {izerindeki kisttlamalarin kaldiritmasin
amaglayan yasal reformiar da dahil, din Szgiirliigiine iliskin konular:
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tartigmak icin stk sik devlet yetkilileri ve dini gruplarm temsilcileri ile
goriigmiigtir.

1. Bsliim. Dini Demografi

Ulkenin alam 780. 578 km’ ve nifusu 70,5 milyondur. Hiikiimetin verdigi
bilgiye gore niifusun yiizde 99°y Miisliiman olup bunun da goFunlugunu
Hanefi Stinniler teskil etmektedir. insan haklan sivil toplum 6rgiitii
Mazlum-Der ve cesitli dini azinlik gruplarinn temsilcilerine gore
Miisliimanlarin gergek oran1 bundan cok az bir miktar agagidir.

Akademisyenler, Siinni Misliiman cogunluga ilave olarak hem Sii hem
Siinni istam, hem de Anadolu’da eskiden bulunmus diger dini gruplarmn
geleneklerini kendinde birlegtiren bir inang sistemi olan Alevilige mensup 10
milyonla 20 milyon arasinda kiginin bulundugunu tahmin etmektedir,
Hiikiimet Aleviligi geleneksel dokirinin disinda bir Misliiman tarikati olarak
kabul ederken, baz1 Alevi ve Siinniler Alevilerin Miisliiman olmadiklarm1
savunmaktadir.

Genellikle Istanbul ve diger biiyiik sehirlerde yogunlagan birkag dini grup
daha vardir. Kesin iiye sayilar bilinmese de, yaklagik 500.000 Caferi $ii,
65.000 Frmeni Ortodoks Hiristiyan, 23,000 Musevi, 15.000 Siiryani
Ortodoks Hiristiyan, 10.000 Bahai, 5.000 Yezidi, 3.300 Yehova Sahitleri,
3.000 diger ¢esitli Protestan mezheplerin iiyeleri ile 3.000°¢ kadar Rum
Ortodoks Hiristiyan bu dini gruplar arasindadir. Yine az ve kesin olarak
belirlenmeyen sayida Bulgar, Nesturi, Giircii, Roman Katolik ve Maruni
Hiristiyan vardir. Bu azinlik dini toptuluklar arasinda 3.000 Kildani
Hiristiyam da igeren Snembi say1da Trakli miilteci vardir.

1990°dan dnce giineydogudaki Siiryani Hiristiyanlarmn sayisi daha fazlaydi,
ancak once devlet yetkililerinin baskisi ve sonra da tersrist Kirdistan Isci
Partisi (PKK) ile miicadelenin etkisi ile birgok Stiryani [stanbul’a, bat1 veya
kuzey Avrupa’ya veya Kuzey ve Giiney Amerika’ya go¢ etti. Son bir kag
yildan beri iilke digma, cogunlufu Avrupa’ya gidenler arasindan olmak
{izere az sayida Stryani giineydoguya déndii. Genellikle yash aile Giyeleri

geri donerken gengler iilke disinda kalmugtur.

[I. Bsliim. Din Ozgiirliigiine Sayg: Konusunda Hiikiimetin Tutumu
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Hukuk/Politika Cercevesi

Anayasa din 6zgiirliigii temin ettigi gibi diger yasa ve politikalar da
genellikle dine 6zgiir ibadet edilmesine katkida bulunmustur; ancak, laik
devletin biitiinliigi ve meveudiyeti ile ilgili anayasal kosullar bu haklar
kisitlar. 1982 Anayasas; tilkeyi laik bir iilke olarak tantmlar ve inang, ibadet
ve dini fikirlerin kisiden kisiye yaytlmas1 konusunda $zgfirliik saglar.
Anayasa din nedeniyle aymm yapilmasmi yasaklar.

Cumbhuriyet tarihi boyunca cumhurbagkanligy, silahl kuvvetleri, yargi ve
devlet biirokrasisi dahil devletin ana kurumlari, Anayasada da belirtilen
gorevlerini yerine getirerek iilkenin laiklik gelenegini savunmustur. Baz
durumlarda devlet unsurlar secilmis hiiktimetin etkinliklerine, bunlarin
devletin laikligini tehdit ettigi gerekeesiyle (bkz. Kisitlamalar) kars:
cikmusgtrr,

Ceza Kanununun 219. maddesi, imam, papaz, haham veya diger dini
yetkililerin gérev sirasinda hiikiimet ya da devlet yasalarin: "karalama veya
sayginliina zarar vermesini” yasaklar. Buna aykart hareket cdenler bir ay
ile bir y1l arasinda hapis cezasina carptirilabilir. Bu sug, baskalarini yasalara
uymamaga kigkirtmay1 da kapsiyorsa iig ayla iki y1l arasinda hapis cezas
verilebilir.

Devletin tanidig bir dine hakaret etmek, béyle bir dini grubun hizmetlerine
miidahale etmek veya onun miilkiine saygisizlik etmege kars: hukuki
vasaklar vardir. .

Devlet dini bayram/d6nem olan Ramazan Bayrami ve Kurban Bayramin:
- milli bayram olarak kabul etmigtir.

Devlet viedani redcilik cergevesinde askeri hizmete itiraz1 kabul etmez ve
dini nedenlerle askeri hizmete kars1 cikanlar, sivil mahkemede yargilanma
ve hapis cezast alma durumunda kalabilir.

Dini gruplarm kendilerini resmen kaydettirmeleri mecburiyeti yoktur; ancak
kayitsiz dini gruplarm yasal dayanaklari olmaz ve daha fazla taciz ile
karsilagabilirler. Dini gruplar da dahil her érgiit kendisini birlik veya vakif
olarak kaydettirebilir ama bunu dini zeminde yapamaz.
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Vakaflar ve birlikler yasalar tarafindan esit olarak korunduklan halde,
birliklerin tanim olarak kér giitmeyen tegkilat olmalar: gerekir ve onlar
sadece bags seklinde para alabilir. Bir vakif ise daha fazla maddi 6zgiirlige
sahiptir ve sirketlerden gelir elde ederck destek alabilir. Ancak, vakif olmak
icin gereken siire¢ gok daha uzun ve daha pahalidir. Bir vakif kurmak i¢in
gereken asgari kapital miktarmi yillik olarak Millet Meclisi belirler. 2009
yilinda bu miktar 50.000 lira (yaklagik 33.300 dolar) olarak tespit edilmigti.

Vakiflar i¢in, azinlik cemaatlerin vakiflart, egitim vakiflart ve yardim
vakiflar: gibi birkag resmi kategori vardir, 1936 yilindan beri dini gruplar
azinlik cemaatlerin vakfi olarak kaydedilemez ve bu tip vakiflarin sahip
olduklan yasal haklardan faydalanamaz. Osmanli Imparatorlufu zamamnda
mevcut olan ve kazanitmig hak olarak vakif sistemine gecen 161 dini cemaat
vakfi vardir. Yeni dini gruplar “yeni vakif” olarak (6regin yardim veya
egitim vakfi) kaydedilmek icin bagvuruda bulunabilir. Bagvuruda
bulunanlar, siirece baglanirken Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigii tarafindan ve
vakfin kurulug tiiziigii ve hacmi goz oniinde bulundurularak belirlenen bir
miktar para 6demelidir. Bagvuruda bulunanlar etkinliklerini bir topluluk,
rnegin sadece Hiristiyanlar olarak simirlandiramaz. Dini cemaatlerin
vakiflan tagmmaz miilk sahibi olma hakkimna sahip yegane dini gruplardir.
‘Herhangi bir kategorideki bir vakaf sadece mahkeme karart ile kapatilabilir
ki bu da bu gekilde kayda gegen dini cemaat gruplarina bir ¢esit korunma
temin eder. Vakiflar kanunu ayni zamanda, herhangi bir vakfin idari
yoneticisinin Tiirk vatandag1 olmasini sart kosar.

Dini cemaatlerin dernek kurmast i¢in gerekli islemler ii¢ ay kadar bir slirede
tamamlanir ve herhangi bir kapital istemez. Demek kurmak igin valilife
kayit bagvurusunda bulunan bir grup, valilikte derneklerle ilgili komisyonun,
onun tiziiginiin anayasaya uygun olduguna dair onayini beklerken derhal
operasyonuna baglayabilir. Buna kargilik dernekler valilik tarafindan
kapatilabilir ve yerel diizeyde yasal korunaklar azdir. Dernekler Sivil
Kanun tarafindan dini, etnik veya ik nedeniyle ayrimeilik yapmamakla
yiikiimliidiir. Dolayistyla, belli bir dini desteklemeye odaklagan derneklere
izin verilmez. _ :

Tiim dini gruplar ve onlara ait miilikiin etkinlikleri, Vakiflar Genel
Miidiirliigii tarafindan yonetilir. Vakiflar Genel Miudiirligii, yaklasik 74
mekan1 olan Rum Ortodoks vakiflar, yaklagik 48 mekan1 olan Ermeni
Ortodoks vakiflart, 12 mekani bulunan Musevi vakiflari, aym zamanda
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Stiryani Hiristiyan, Kaldani, Bulgar Ortodoks, Giircii ve Marunit vakiflart
dahil 161 vakfi “azmlik cemaatleri vakiflar” olarak tanir. Vakiflar Genel
Miudirltgii ayn1 zamanda hem Miisliiman hem gayrimiislim tiim hayirsever
dini vakiflart idare eder. Vakiflar Genel Midiirligii vakiflarin kendi dernek
tiziiklerinde belirttikleri amaglara uygun etkinlik gosterip gostermediklerini
degerlendirir. ‘

Bunlara ilave olarak, devlet, Bagbakanligin yetkisi altinda faaliyet gosteren
Diyanet Isleri Baskanlig: vasitastyla Miisliiman dini tesisleri ve kurslanni da
idare eder. Diyanet, sivil memurlar olan yerel ve vilayet imamlarm
istihdamindan ve 77.500°den fazla kayitl caminin yénetiminden
sorumludur.

Anayasa devlet ilk ve ortaokullarinda, icerigi Milli Egitim Bakanliginin Din
Egitimi Baskanliginca belirlenen zorunly din ve ahlak eitimi verilmesini
Ongdrmistiir. Rum Ortodoks, Ermeni Ortodoks ve Musevi cemaatler Milli
Egitim Bakanligimin kontrolii altinda okul igletebilir. Bu okullarin miifredat:
ad: gegen ti¢ grubun kiiltiirtine 6zgli bilgileri kapsayabilir. Alinan bilgiye
gore, bir ¢cocugun bu okullara kaydolmasindan 6nce, Bakanlik onun anne
veya babasinin bu azinlik cemaatinden oldugunu dogrulamalidir. Diger
gayrimiislim azinliklarin kendi okullar yoktur.

Anayasanin 24. maddesine gore, hi¢ kimse dini inancim aciklamaya
zorlanamaz. Dini mensubiyetin ulusal kimlik kartlarinda gosterilmesine
- ragmen vatandaslar isterlerse kimlik kartlarinda din hanesini bosg birakabilir,

Din Ozgiirliigii Konusunda Kisrtlamalar

Hitkiimet uygulamada din Ozgiirliigiine genellikle saygi gostermistir. Rapor
kapsamindaki siirede din Ozgurligiine saygt duramunda hichir degisiklik
olmamistir. Hitkiimet Miisliman ve diger dini gruplara kisitlamalar
uygularken, yukanda belirtilen “lajk devlet”i muhafaza etme nedeni ile -
tniversiteler de dahil devlet daireleri ve devlet ySnetimindeki kurumlarda
Islam dininin ifade edilmesini ciddi sekilde sinirlamaya devam etmigtir.

Bas Savci tarafindan Mart 2008°de iktidardaki Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi
(AKP) aleyhine dava agilmus ve 30 Temmuz 2008°de Anayasa Mahkemesi
AKP’yi, laiklige aykir faaliyetlerin odagi olmaktan dolay: Anayasayi ihlal
etmekten suclu bulmustur. Alti hakim partinin kapatilmasi igin 0y vermistir
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ancak Anayasa bir partinin kapatilabilmesi i¢in in az yedi hakimin kapatilma
lehine oy vermesini gerektirir. On bir ityeli mahkeme bunun yerine partiye
devlet tarafindan ayrilan fonun yariya indirilmesine karar vermistir.

Ordu, adliye ve biirokrasinin diger dallarmim bazi iiyeleri koktendinci Islam
olarak gordiiklerine kargikampanyalara devam etmistir. Bu gruplar
koktendinciligi laik devlete tehdit olarak gormektedirler. Milli Giivenlik
Konseyi ve Genel Kurmay Bagkanhgi koktendinciligi halkin giivenligine bir
tehdit olarak smuflar. Tiirkiye’de bir insan haklari drgiitii olan Mazlum-Der
ve diger gruplara gore, birkag bakanlik, deviet aleyhtart ya da islamci
faaliyetler gosterdiklerinden stiphelenilen memurlar: isten atmig veya
terfilerini durdurmustur. Mazlum-Der’in raporlari, medya ve digerleri
ordunun zaman zaman, ibadet eden Miisliimanlar askeri hizmetten
uzaklagtirdigma isaret etmistir. Bu tip uzaklagtirmalar askeri yetkililerin, bu
kigileri koktendinci Miisliiman olduklarim gosteren ve dolayisiyla laik '
deviete sadik olmayacaklarina igaret sayilabilecegine inandiklart
davranglara dayanir. Ayrica, gayrimtislim dini liderlerin tespit edilerek
askeri egitim sirasinda, ulusal giivenlige tehdit olarak tanitildig1 hakkmda
raporlar meveuttur. o

Mazlum-Der’in verdigi bilgiye gore, ordu, Islami ibadeti yerine getirmek de
dahil etkinliklerde bulunan veya bagértiisii kullanan kadinlarla evli olan
asketleri disiplinsizlikle suglanustir. Ordu ise, Gstlerinin devamli uyarilarina
alding ctmeyerek, askeriye tarafindan koktendinci islam rgiitleri olarak
kabul edilen orgiitlerle iligkilerini devam ettirmeleri nedeniyle bazi subay ve
astsubaylarm gérevlerinden uzaklastirildigini bildirmistir. Hiikiimet,
Agustos 2008’de kimsenin ordudan gtkariimadigim bildirmistir. Buna
karsilik, Aralik 2008 toplantisinda, koktendinci Islamct olduklan iddia
edilen bes kisi dahil toplam 24 kisinin gorevden uzaklagtinimasina karar
verilmistis.

1920°1i yillarm ortalarinda resmen kapatilan mistik Sofi ve diger dini-sosyal
tarikat ve cemaatler aktif ve genis yayllmis olarak kalmis, bazi ileri gelen
politikaci ve sosyal liderler tarikat, cemaat ve diger Islami drgiitlerle
ilgilerini devam ettirmistir.

Rapor doneminin sonunda _vicdani red konusunda ii¢ bagvuru Avrupa insan
Haklar1 Mahkemesinde (ATHM) bekliyordu.
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1923 Lozan Antlasmasi’nin metninde spesifik azinlik gruplarm
belirlenmemesine ve bu gruplara genig kapsamh sekilde “gayrimiislim”
denmesine ragmen hiikiimet, bu Antlagma’y, - sadece tanman ii¢ cemaate -
Ermeni Ortodoks Hiristiyanlar, Museviler ve Rum Ortodoks Hiristiyanlara -
ozel azinlik statiisii tanidig: seklinde yorumlar. Bu tanim dini liderlik
organlarini kapsamaz. Ermeni ve Ekiimenik Rum Ortodoks Patrikligi kendi
statitlerinin, miilk satin alma ve transfer etmelerine olanak vermeyen vakif
degil de patriklik olarak resmen tanmmast yolunda faaliyetlerine devam
etmigtir. Ayrica, hiitkiimetin tiim 6grenim kurumlarinin Milli Egitim
Bakanlii’nin kontroliinde olmasini gerektirmesi nedeniyle Rum Ortodoks
ve Ermeni Ortodokslar kendi tiyelerini {ilke iginde egitmemegi tercih
etmektedir.

Yiiksck Temyiz Mahkemesi 1974 yilinda azinhik vakiflarinm 1936°da
deklare ettiklerinin diginda milk almak i¢in higbir haklar1 olmadigma hiikiim
verdi ve 1936’dan sonra satm alan miilkiin kontroliinii de devlet kendi
y6netimi altina aldi. Dini azinliklarin miilk haklarini idare eden ve 2008
Subatinda yiirtirliige giren yeni vakiflar yasasi degisikligi 1974 yilindaki
mahkeme kararmin sonucunda kamulagtirilan azinliklara ait vakif miilkiiniin
geriwverilmesini kolaylastrmistir. Bununla birlikte, yasa iigiinci kisilere
satilan veya ortak vakaflar devlet kontroliine alindiginda kamulastirilan
miilkil hesaba katmamaktadir. Bu durum, Rum cemaatinin sayisimn az
olmasi nedeniyle, kamulastirilan Rum Ortodoks miilkiiniin ¢oguna samildir.
Yasa ayni zamanda Vakiflar Genel Miidirligintin miilkii kamulagtirma
yetkisini de feshetmemektedir. Yetkililer degistirilen vakiflar yasasinin
gayrimiislim cemaatlerin yeni vakiflar kurmalaring ve bunlar1 yénetmelerini
kolaylastiracagim ileri stirmiistiir. Muhalefetteki Cumburiyet Halk Partisi,
Mart 2008’de yasanin dokuz maddesi i¢in temyize basvursa da, rapor
d6neminin sonunda Anayasa Mahkemesi heniiz by davaya bakmaga
baslamanusti.

Degistirilen yasa, Vakiflar Genel Mudtirliigii tarafindan taninan 161 dini
azinlik vakfinin miilk alimina izin verir ama cemaatlerin yillar boyu deviet
tarafindan kamulagtirilan yiizlerce vakif miitkiini geri almasina izin vermez.
Vakiflar Genel Miidiirliigi, vakiflar yasasumun Subat 2008°de yiiriirliige
girmesinden sonra, gegici Madde 7’ye dayanarak toplam 18 vakfin Mayis
2009%a kadar 152 adet miilkii kayda gegirmek igin bagvurdugunu bildirdi.
Bagvuru stiresi Agustos 2009°a kadar devam edecekti.
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Gayrimiislim azinliklar vakiflar yasasinn kurallarmin uygulanmasinomn vakif
yénetim suralarinin segimlerine miidahale etmesinden, hayirsever amagh
toplum vakiflarmna vergi amaclariyla ticari sirket gibi davranilmasina, emlak
satiglarindan elde edilen gelirin dondurulmastma yol agmasindan ve gelir
fazlastin bir vakiftan digerine transferinin yasaklanmasindan gikayet
etmistir. -Gruplarn tilkenin bir tarafindaki vakiflarin malindan elde edilen
gelirle bagka bolgelerdeki vakiflart desteklemelerine izin verilmemigtir.
Buna karsilik, degistirilen yasaya gore, dini topluluk vakiflar: yerel ve
uluslararasi kisi ve kurumlardan mali sdenek kabul edebilir ve bu tip
sdenckleri iilke icinde veya disindaki benzeri vakiflara veya ortaklarina
verebilirler.

ATHM, Subat 2009°da 2008 yilinda izmir’deki bir Protestan kilisesinin bir
dernek olarak yasal statiisii oldufuna dair actig1 davanin lehine karar vermis
ve Hiikiimet mahkemenin hitkmiine saygt gostermistir. Ayni zamanda -
Tiirkiye nin Birligi adh Protestan grubun bir tiyesi tarafindan, emlakin
ibadet yeri olarak imar planina almmasi konusuna iligkin sikayeti izerine
acilan bagka bir dava, rapor donemi sonunda heniiz neticelenmemisti.

Eyliil 2008’de valilik, Manisa’daki Yeni Dogus Kilisesine, yasadig1 oldugu
iddia edilen etkinliklerini durdurmasimi emretmistir. Daha sonra grup bir
dernck olarak kaydedildi ve valilik tarafindan kapatiimad.

Dini azinliklar ibadet yerlerini agmak, muhafaza etmek ve isletmekte
giicliiklerle karsilagtiklarini rapor etmigtir. Yasalara gore dini ibadetler
sadece ibadet yeri olarak tayin edilen yerlerde yapilabilir. Belediye yasalart
sadece Hiikiimetin bir ibadet yeri tayin edebilecegini ongdriir ve bir din .
{ilkede yasal olarak kabul edilmemisse onun igin bir ibadet yeri ayriimasi
onaylanmayabilir. Gayrimiislim gruplat, szellikle de Vakiflar Genel
Miidiirliigii tarafindan resmen taninan miilke sahip olmayan dini gruplar,
ibadetlerini genellikle diplomatik alanda ya da bzel evlerde yapmugtir.

Yehova Sahitlerine ait iki ibadet yerine (krallik salonlarr)-karst imar
yasalarma dayanan mahkeme kararlari, 2009 un baglarinda, temyiz siirect
sirasinda feshedildi. Tki krallik salonu daha imar yasalari nedeniyle ibadeti
sinirlayan mahkeme hitktimlerine itiraz etmeye devam etmistir.

Aleviler kendi inanglarini serbest uygulamis ve ibadet yeri olarak yasal
statiisii olmamasina ragmen “cem evleri” (toplant yerleri) inga.etmistir ki
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buniar genellikle “kiiltiir merkezleri” olarak smiflandirilmistir. Alevi
Orgiitlerinin temsilcileri yine de, cem evlerini kurma girisimleri sirasinda sik
sik engellerle kargilastiklariny, ayrica ilkede yaklagik 100 cem evi
bulundugunu ve bunun da onlarm sayllarina oranla ihtiyaglarmi karsilamakta
yetersiz oldugunu bildirmistir. Aleviler ayni zamanda Diyanet’in
kendilerine tarafsiz davranmadigini, Alevi etkinlikleri veya dini liderligi i¢in
ozel fon ayriimadigini ileri stirmiigtiir. Aslinda Diyanet biitcesi Stinni
toplum i¢in ayrilmustir, imamlarin maagslar1 ve diger masraflarin
Odenmesinde kullamlir. Hiikiimet cem evlerinin veya Hiikiimet tarafindin
ibadet yeri olarak tanmmayan tesislerin belediye hizmetleri masrafim
0demez. Buna ragmen iki belediye Alevi cem evlerinin ibadet yeri
sayldigma karar vermigtir ki, bu da yerel idarenin onlarin belediye hizmeti
masraflarini ddemesini gerektiren yasal simiflamadrr. 3 Eyliil 2008°de
Kusadas: belediye meclisi, oy birligi ile, bir cem evini ibadet yeri olarak
kabul etmigtir. Ekim 2008’de Tunceli belediye meclisi, oybirligi ile bu
statiiyii vilayetteki cem evlerine tamimayakarar vermistir. Her iki kurul
bityiik partilerin iiyelerini igermekteydi ve by tyeler, Alevi toplumu ile
iligkilerin gelistirilmesi ¢abalar gergevesinde, Diyanet Isleri’nin camiler icin
yaptigt gibi, cem evlerinin belediye hizmetlerini demek lehinde oy
vermistir,

Yetkililer Dogu Ortodoks kiliselerinin faaliyetlerini gozlemlemeye devam
etmekle birlikte genellikle onlarin dini etkinliklerine miidahale etmemis,
ancak, kiliselerin idaresi konusunda ciddi kisitlamalar uygulamistir,
Hiikiimet Rum Ortodoks Patriginin ekiimenik statiisiinii kabul etmez ve onu
yalmz iilkedeki Rum Ortodoks cemaatinin bagi olarak tantr. Hiikiimet
yetkilileri 1923 Lozan Antlagmasi’mn, Patrigin statiisii konusuna
deginmedigini gayni-resmi olarak kabul etmis ve raporlara gore, Bagbakan

- Erdogan Ocak 2008°de meclisteki bir konugmasinda “ekiimeniklik”
meselesini Kilisenin ele almas: gerektigini, devletin miidahale edecegi bir
konu olmadigin: sOylemigtir:

Ulkenin Azeri-Tran asilly onde gelen $ii toplulugu olan ve genellikle doguda
- ve Istanbul’da yogunlasan Caferiler din 6zgiirlikierinde kisitlamaya maruz
kalmanugtir. Kendi camilerini inga ve kendi imamlarim tayin edebilseler de
Alevilerde oldugu gibi onlarin ibadet yerlerinin herhangi bir yasal statiisii
olmamig ve Diyanet Islerinden herhangi bir maddi destek almamustir.
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istanbul’ daki Ekiimenik Patriklik Marmara Denizi’ndeki Heybeli Ada’da
bulunan Halki rubban okulunu yeniden agmak i¢in caligmaga devam
etmigtir. Ruhban okulu 1971 yilinda, kamulagtirtlmast konusunda devlet
talebine uymamak ve onui devlet tarafindan idare edilmesine engel olmak
isteyen Patrik tarafindan kapatilnust1.

Devlet Siinni Miisliiman din adamlarnin egitimini saglar; Stinni Miisliiman
digindaki dini toplumlar bir stire sonra liderligi gelebilecek yeni din
adamlarinin yasal olarak egitemezler. Ulke disindaki dindaglarn baz1
durumlarda liderlik mevkilerine tayinlerine izin verilmekle birlikte
genellikle patrikler ve bag hahamlar dahil tim dini topluluk liderler:
vatandas olmahdir.

Vasalar sekiz yillik laik tahsili zorunlu kilar, bundan sonra & grenciler imam
hatip liselerinde tahsillerine devam etmegi secebilirler ki bu okullar hem
standart lise miifredatin1 hem de Islam teoloji ve uygulamasint kapsar.
fmam hatip okullar meslek okulu olarak sumflanir ve meslek okul mezunlart
kendi liselerde uzmanlagtiklar alan digindaki iiniversite programlarina
bagvurduklarinda {iniversite girig simavl puanlarinda otomatik azalma olur.
Bu azaltma imam hatip mezunlarmnin gopunun teoloji digindaki iiniversite
programlarina kaydolmalarim etkin sekilde engeller. Bircok dindar vatandag
normal okullarda saglanan din derslerini yetersiz bularak elestirmistir.
Cocuklarimi imam hatip okullarina kaydettiren birgok aile ise onlarin imam
olmast i¢in degil daha etrafl dini egitim almasi amaciyla bu tercihi

yapmistir.

Dini azmliklar ilk ve ortaokullarda zorunlu din ve ahlak derslerinden yasal
olarak muaftir. Hikiimet zorunlu egitimin gesitli diinya dinlerini
kapsadigimi iddia etse de dini azinliklar kurslarin Hanefi Siinni Islam
doktrinini yansittiginl ve zorunlu ders kitaplarinda misyonetler aleyhindeki
ifadelerin yine de kaldiginda 1srar etmistir. Protestanlar ve Siiryani
Ortodokslar gibi birkag dini azinhik, dzellikle kimlik kartlarinda fslam
disinda bir din gosterilmemigse muafiyet almakta giiclikle kargilagmustir.

Alevi cocuklar biitin Miisliimanlarla ayn1 zoruntu dini egitimi alir ve birgok
Alevi de, kendi doktrin veya inanclarindan herhangi birini devlet
okutlarindaki din derslerine dahil etmeyen Hiikiimetin ayrimeilik yaptigimi
iddia etmistir. Rapor doneminde Aleviler’in, ayrimetlik iddialan nedeniyle
Milli Egitim Bakanli31 aleyhinde agt1g1 yaklagik 20 dava devam etmekteydi.
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Birgok Alevi, teklif edilen ve Alevilik konusunda bilgileri de kapsayan yeni
din dersi miifredatinda yer alan bilgilerin yetersiz ve bazen de yanlis
olduguna inanryor.

Okul digmnda yalmz Diyanet Islerinin din dersi temin etmek yetkisi vardir
ama gizli 6zel kurslar da meveuttur. Ilkokulun ilk bes yilini tamamlayan ve
" 12 yagindan biiyiik ogrenciler hafta sonlar1 ve yaz tatillerinde Diyanet
Islerinin Kuran kurslarma kaydolabilirler ama birgok bagka Kuran kursu da
gayri-resmi olarak faaliyet gdstermistir. Mazlum-Der, kolluk kuvvetlerinin
daha geng ¢ocuklarm katildig: yasadist kurslara sik sik polis tarafindan
baskin yapildigim bildirmistir.

Ekiuimenik Patrikligin Tiirk vatandagi olmayan piskoposlarin segimiere
katilmasina izin verilmesi i¢in bagvurmasina ragmen Hiikiimet uzun siiredir
sadece Tiirk vatandaglarinin Rum Ortodoks Kilisesinin Kutsal Sinod tiyesi
olabileceklerini ve patriklik se¢imlerine katilabileceklerini savunmustur.
Rum Ortodoks cemaati, yasal kisitlamalarin, itlkede kalan ve 3.000’den fazla
olmayan Rum Ortodokslar cemaatinin, kurumu ayakta tutabilmek igin
yeterli vatandag piskopos aday ¢ikaramayacak kadar kiictildiigii nedeniyle,
ozellikle Istanbul’daki Ekiimenik Patrikligin hayatta kalmasini tehlikeye
athigmi iddia etmistir. Buna karsilik, hitkiimet Ektimenikal Patrik I.
Bartholomew’in vatandag olmayan alt: metropoliteni, 2004 yilinda Kutsal
Sinoda tayin etmesine resmen miidahale etmemistir. Baylece, iilkenin 80
yullik tarihinde ilk defa olarak vatandas olmayanlar kuruma tayin edilmistir.

Yabanci personeli ige alirken zorluklarla kargilagan diger gruplar gibi, dini
gruplar da genellikle, yabanci uyruklu dini personeli istihdam ettiklerinde
1dari giigliiklerle karsilasmustr. Bu idari giicliiklere ilave olarak dini
liderlerin egitilmesine iliskin kisitlamalar ve vize almmasindaki zortuklar,
kabul edilen Hiristiyan cemaatlerin sayilarmin azalmasina sebep olmugtur,
Ancak, Aralik 2008’de Hiikiimet, Ekiimenik Rum Patrikhanesinde ¢alisan ve
Tirk vatandag: olmayan din adamlarina yillik ¢alisma izni vermistir.
Vatandas olmayan din adamlar: énceleri turtst vizesi aliyorlard: ve bu
yluzden her ii¢ ayda bir iilke digina ¢ikmalar gerekiyordu.

Emekli General Veli Kii¢iik, Malatya mahkemesi durusmalarinda (bkz. I1I.
Bolim) verdigi ifadede Hiristiyan misyonerler ve koktendinci
Miisltimanlarin devlet daireleri tarafindan ayn1 muameleye maruz
kaldiklarini séylemis; Jandarma istihbarat subay: Erkan Yilmaz da
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Jandarmanin, misyoner etkinlikleri terdrizme esit olarak degerlendirdigini
dogrulamustir.

Hicbir yasa dini konugma veya dini sohbeti agik¢a yasaklamaz; buna ragmen
bircok savet ve polis dini konugma ve dini etkinlige stiphe ile bakar. Dini
tamtimla mesgul olan Hiristiyanlar zaman zaman hitkiimet ve devlet
memurlar1 tarafindan tehdit edilmis veya baskiya maruz kalmistir. Dini
tanitim yapan kisiler yabanci ise bazen iilke di1 edilmis ama genellikle
yeniden iilkeye giris yapabilmislerdir. Nisan 2009’da fzmit teki bir kilisede
goniillii galigan en az iki yabanct Hiristiyan aile, soylenilenlere gore,
“gerekli izni” almadiklar gerekgesiyle i¢ Isleri Bakanligi'mn askist
sonucunda iilkeyi terk etmistir. Polis memurlan Hiristiyan misyonerlerle
goriigen 6grencileri bazen ailelerine veya finiversite yetkililerine haber

vermigtir.

Vetkililer memurlarin resmi binalarda ve ogrencilerin de iiniversitede
bagortiisii takmalarini engelleyen ve uzun siiredir devam eden yasagt
uygulamaga devam etmigtir. Bagortiisi takan kadinlarla, yasalara uymayan
bu sahislari desteklediklerini aktif sekilde gosterenler cezalandmrlmus,
hemsire veya dgretmen olarak devlet sektoriindeki iglerini kaybetmistir.
Ayni zamanda, devlet bakanliklarinda ¢ahisan menurlarm, amirleri
tarafindan Islam’in dini ibadetlerini yeterince yerine getirmedikleri
diistincesiyle ayrimeiliga maruz kaldiklar: hakkinda onaylanmayan haberler
alimistir. |

Bahailer gibi birkag dini grup, dinleri segenekler arasma dahil edilmedigi
i¢in kendi dini mensubiyetlerini niifus ciizdanlarinda gosterememistir. 2006
yilinda kabul edilen bir yasa ile gahislara kimlik kartlarinda din kisouni bos
birakmalar ya da yazili bagvuruda bulunarak kayith dinlerini
degistirmelerine izin verilmesine ragmen, Hiikiimet bagvuranlarin din
seceneklerini kisitlamaga devam etmigtir. Bagvuruda bulunanlar dini
mensubiyetlerini bildirirken Miisliiman, Rum Ortodoks, Hiristiyan, Musevi,
Hindu, Zerdiist, Konfigyan, Taoist, Budist, Dinsiz, Diger veya Bilinmiyor
secencklerinden birini secmelidir.

islam dininden baska bir dine gecen kisilerin, niifuslarinda degisiklik
yapmak istedikleri zaman yerel memurlarm kot muamelesine maruz
kaldiklari hakkinda haberler alinmugtir. Bazi gayrimiislim kisiler dini
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mensubiyetlerini kim!ik kartlarmda yazmann onlart ayrimcilik ve kotii
muameleye maruz biraktigin iddia etmistir.

“Tarihi” olarak tayin edilen binalarda restorasyon veya ingaat sadece kiiltiirel
ve ulusal varliklart korumakla gérevli verel kurulun izni ile
gereeklegtirilebilir. Gegmiste tarihi servetin korunmasina iliskin biirokratik
stire¢ ve konuya iligkin olarak dikkate alman bagka nedenletle 6zellikle
Stryant ve Ermeni Ortodokslara ait olan dini tesislerdeki tamirata engel
olunmustu.

Agustos 2008’de Midyat’ta ti¢ muhtar {stnirl1 yetkiye sahip, hicbir partiye
mensup olmayan, se¢imle igbagina gelen en asagt diizeydeki gorevli) bir
duvar rerek manastir gevresini yasa dis1 gekilde kendi alam igine aldig:
iddiastyla Stiryani Aziz Gabriel Manastirt hakkinda bolge savcisina sug
duyurusunda bulunmustur, 22 May1s 2009°da bir yerel mahkeme iig kéylin
iddialan ile ilgili olarak Manastir lehine karar vermistir. Orman Bakanlig:
ile Maliye Bakanlig1 ayr1 davalar agarak manastir1 devlete ait orman alani ile
Maliye Bakanligina ait araziyi kullanmakla suclamugtir. 1950 yilina ait
resmi belgeler il idare kurulunun manastir sinirlarimi onayladigim
gostermektedir. Manastir yasal bir statiiye sahip degildir ve Osmanli
Imparatorlugu zamaninda kurulan bir vakif tarafindan temsil edilmektedir.
Orman alani ve Maliye Bakanliginin arazisine iliskin bes dava rapor dénemi
sonunda devam etmekteydi.

8 Temmuz’da, AIHM iilkenin, Ekiimenik Patrikligi’nin Bityiikada’daki eski
bir yetimhane tizerindeki miilkiyet haklarim ihlal ettigine karar vermigtir,
Patriklige tazminat §denmesi veya arazinin iadesi meselesine iliskin AITHM
stireci rapor déneminin sonunda devam ediyordu.

Azmlik dini gruplar, ézellikle Rum ve Ermeni Ortodoks cemaatlerin bircok
miilkii gegmigte devlet tarafindan istimlak edilmis ve onlar devletin bu .
miilkleri iade etmesi i¢in miicadelelerine devam etmistir. Birgok durumlarda
devlet vakiflarin talimatnamelerine gore hareket etmedikleri veya onlan
destekleyen gayrimiislim topluluklarm vakiflarin devamimi saglayamayacak
kadar yetersiz sayida oldugu nedeniyle azinlik vakiflarmin kontrolinii kendi
eline almig ve vakif miilkiini istimlak etmigtir. Bu tip kamulastirma
durumlarinda sik sik Danistay’a (Devlet Konseyine) bagvurulmus ve orada
basarili sonug alinmadiginda ATHM e miiracaat edilmigtir. Birgok dini
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az1ﬁhk, vakiflarin tabi oldugu yasalar yiiziinden ibadet yerlerini isletmekte
sorunlarla kargilagnmsgtir.

16 Aralik 2008°de, ATHM, iki Ermeni vakfinm eskiden sahip olduklar
miilkletle ilgili davalarda sdz konusu vakiflarn miilkiyet haklarn: ihlal
ettigi gerekgesiyle hiikiimet aleyhinde iki karar vermigtir. Bu vakiflar,
Samatya Surp Kevork Ermeni Kilisesi, Okulu ve Mezarlik Vakfi ve
Yedikule Surp Pirgi¢c Ermeni Hastanesi Vakfi’dur.

Biiyiikada Asliye Mahkemesi, Cevre ve Orman Bakanlig1 ¢aliganlarmnin
Kasim 2007’ de Heybeli Adadaki Rum Ortodoks kilisesi arazisinde restore
edilmekte olan bir binaya hasar verdiklerine dair Rum Ortodoks Kilisesinin
sikayetini gdzden gegiriyordu. Bakanlik da Kilise aleyhinde, yazili izin
olmadan restorasyon yaptigt hakkmda dava agti ve rapor déneminin sonunda
dava devam ediyordu.

1980°1i yillarmn ortalarmda Bardakg1 kdyiinden kagan Stiryaniler 2005
yilindan sonra koylerine dondiiklerinde koydeki iki Stiryani kilisesinden
birinin Stiryani cemaatine danisilmadan camiye cevrildigini gbrmiistir.
2009 yilmin ortalarinda yeni bir cami ingaat1 devam ediyordu ve yerel
yetkililer Siiryani toplumun liderlerine yeni caminin ingaatl biter-bitmez
degistirilen kilisenin Siiryani cemaatine ibadet yeri olarak geri verilecegine
dair s6z vermistir. Koye dénen Siiryanilerden bazilari Siiryaniler
disaridayken miilkiin yeniden smiflandigim ve bunun da onlarm bir kisim
arazileri kaybetmelerine sebep oldugunu iddia etti.

Dini Ozgiirliigiin Kotiiye Kullaniimast
12 Aralik 2008°de, Rize polisi Giiney Afrikalt birkag kisiyi milsyoner

etkintikler gdstermekle suglayarak gozaltina aldi. Savci ise suglamada
bulunmadan onlar serbest biraktt. :

Yehova Sahitleri, askeri hizmete karst vicdani redci konumlar nedeniyle
giicliiklerle karsilasmaga devam etmistir. Yehova Sahitleri’nin yetkilileri
rapor dénemi sonunda iki fiyenin vicdani red nedeniyle hala hapiste
olduklarmi bildirmistir. Vicdani redcilerden Baris Gormez alt1 defa

“omirlere itaatsizlikle" suglanmgtir ve 2007’ den beri hapistit.
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Kasim 2008’de bir mahkeme bir kéy koruyucusu da dahil dért stipheliyi

Kasim 2007°de Midyat’ta Siiryani Papaz Edip Daniel Savcr’y1 kagirmaktan
suglu bularak toplam 60 yil hapse mahkum etmigtir. Diger ii¢ siipheli beraat _
etmigtir,

28 May1s 2009°da, Miisliimanliktan Huristiyanliga gegen iki kisi hakkinda,
Ceza Yasasinin 301, Maddesine aykiri olarak “Tiirkliige hakaret,” [slam
dinine kars1 kini tesvik etmek ve bir Incil kursu igin 6zel vatandaslar
hakkinda gizlice bilgi toplamak sugu ile 2006 yilinda baslatilan dava devam
etmistir. Mahkeme 15 Ekim 2009’z ertelenen sonraki durusma igin bes sahit
gagurmstir.

Zorla Din Degistirtme

Kagirilan ABD vatandas: ¢ocuklar ya da Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinden
yasadig1 olarak ¢ikartilan kisiler veya Amerika Birlesik Devletlerine
dénmelerine izin verilmeyenler de dahil, zorla din degistirtmeye dair higbir
rapor bulunmamaktadir.

1II. Boliim. Dini Ozgiirliige Toplumsal Saygmin Statiisti

Dini mensubiyet, inang veya ibadet nedeniyle toplumsal taciz ve ayrimeilik
yapildigina dair bilgi alinmugtir. Rapor déneminde gayrimiislimlere kars:
tehditler bir bask: havasi yaratmig ve Miisliiman olmayan topluluklarin
bazilar i¢in 6zgiirliigii zedelemistir. Dini pliiralizm genellikle Islam’a ve
“ulusal birlige” yonelen bir tehdit olarak gortilmiistiir. Mislimanlar,
Hiristiyanlar, Museviler ve Bahailer ile diger dini gruplarmn tiyeleri
toplumsal giiphe ve gitvensizlik ile kargilagnmugtir.

Nisan 2007°de, Malatya’daki Protestan kilisesinin Ui¢ tiyesini igkence ile
6ldirmekle suglanan bes stiphelinin davasi rapor dénemi sonunda devam
etmekteydi. Emre Giinaydin May1s 2009°da, saldirilart yénettigi hakkinda
diger stipheliler tarafindan ileri siiriilen iddialan inkara devam etmistir.
Yerel siyasi memurlar, 6zel askeri kuvvetler ve tlkenin milliyetgi siyasi
partisinin tiyelerinin olayla iligkisine dair séylentiler bulunsa da bunlar
yetkililer tarafindan yalanlanmigtir. Bununla birlikte, I¢ Isleri Bakanlig:
Aralik 2007"de resmi kisilerin bu 5ldiirme olaylarina karisti1 konusundaki
iddialarla ilgili olarak adli sorusturma baglatnustir. Savcilar davanin,
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hitkiimete karst bagkaldirmay1 kiskirtma plantyla suglanan 86 kisiyi
kapsayan Ergenekon davasmna baglanmasimu talep etmigtir.

Malatya’da dldiriilen sahislarin ailelerini temsil eden avukatlardan biri
Mayis 2009°da, kendisine yonelen tehditler devam etmekle birlikte, tehdit
diizeyinin 6nemli dlgiide azaldigim bildirmistir.: -

29 Aralik 2008’de, fzmir’de bir mahkeme, Aralik 2007 tarihinde {zmir’de
Rahip Adriano Francini’ni bigaklayarak yaralayan Ramazan Bay’a bes yil
hapis cezasi vermis ancak, iy halden dolay: cezasmi dort yil iki aya
indirmigtir. Bay ayrica, sustali ¢aki tagidig1 gerekgesiyle ilave olarak bes ay
hapis ve 375 lira (yaklagik 250 ABD dolar) para cezasi almistur.

Mart 2009°da kimligi bilinmeyen sahislar gizlice Kadikoy Uluslararasi
Kilisesine girmis ama zarar vermemistir. Polis kisa bir sorugturma yapmug,
herhangi bir sonug elde etmemistir. ,

2009 yilinin ilk yarisinda istanbul’da iki ve Izmir’de bir Rum Ortodoks
mezarlik vandalizm sonucu dnemli lgiide tahribata maruz kalmigtir. Yunan
Elciliginin yetkilileri 29 Haziran’da istanbul’un Bdirnekapt mezarhginm
yaklagik yiizde 60’inm tahrip edildigini tahmin ettiklerini bildirmistir. Subat
ayinda rapor edilen bazi tahrip olaylari iizerine, Mart 2009°da Istanbul’un
Balikl: semtindeki mezarligin korunmasi amactyla ulusal polis
gorevlendirilmigtir. Rapor déneminin sonuna kadar BRalikli’da bagka bir
olay oldugu konusunda bilgi verilmemigti.

Cogu Musevi ve Hiristiyan topluluklan dinlerine 6zgiir ibadet etmig ve
giinliik hayatta gok az ayrimeilikla karsilagtiklarmi bildirmistir; ancak
Miisliimanliktan diger dinlere gegenler sik sik aile ve komsularinn taciz ve
hakaretleri ile kargilagmstir. Miisliiman olmayan gruplar adina etkinlik
gostermek toplumsal bakimdan kabul edilmeyen ve bazen da tehlikeli
davranis olarak gortilmistiir. :

Milliyet¢i duygular bazen Hiristiyan veya Yahudi kargiti fikirler icermistir.
Musevi cemaatinin tiyeleri 2006 yazinda snemli 6lciide artmaga baglayan
anti-Semitizmin rapor doneminde de devam ettigini bildirmigtir. Cemaat
liderlerine gore, Aralik 2008 ve Ocak 2009’da srail’in Gazze saldirilarmdan
sonra Musevi isyerleri ile devletin destekledigi etkinliklerin boykot edilmesi,
anti-Semitik duygulan artirmugtir. Eskisehir’deki bazi isyerleri “Yahudiler,




17
TURKIYE

Ermeniler ve kdpekler giremez” seklinde ilanlar asmugtir. Ulkedeki Musevi
liderler anti-Semitizmin dogrudan dogruya Orta Dogu’daki olaylar ile ilgili
olduguna inandiklarm bildirirken, Musevi cemaatinin tiyeleri de bu
olaylardan kendilerinin sorumiu tutulduklarim bildirmistir,

Aralik 2008°de Yalova Hiristiyan toplumunun baskani, bir radikal milliyetci
geng grubunun sehrin Halk Egitim Merkezinde yapacagi konferansi ilan
eden posterlerde Hiristiyanlarin hag taknus yilanlar olarak gosterilmesi -
nedeniyle Yalova Emniyet Miidiirliigiine sikayette bulunmustur. Polisin
sorusturmasi sonucunda posterlerin izinsiz asildig saptanmus, polis ve
belediye ¢aliganlar: posterlerin bir kismin ctkarip atmustir. Buna ragmen,
bir kamu binasinda gerceklestirilecek konferans i¢in verilen izin iptal
edilmemistir.

© Tehditler nedeniyle, tilkenin gesitli yerlerinde alti Protestan papaz, bazi
kilise hukuk dantsmanlan ve birkag kilise, polis tarafindan siki koruma
altina almmgtir.

- Daha 6nceki rapor déneminin tersine Ankara’daki Huristiyan radyo
istasyonu Radio Shema’ya kars herhangi bir saldin ya da 6lim tehdidi
olmamlstlr: : ‘

Laik yOnetimin ityeleri veya diger gruplar Islam etkisinden ¢ekinerek
Islam’mn siyasete kangtirimasin reddetmistir.

IV. Béliim. ABD Devlet Politikasi

ABD Hiikiimeti insan haklarint gelistirmek alanindaki genel politikast
cergevesinde Hitkiimet ve devlet kurumlari ile din Ozgiirliigii konusunda
gorligmeler yapar. ABD elgisi ile Istanbul ve Adana’daki konsolosfuk
memurlart da dahil diger diplomatik gérevliler Miisliiman ¢ogunluk ve diger
dini gruplarla yakin iligkilerini siirdirmiistiir. Elgi ve diger gorevliler ayni
zamanda Hikiimetin, Heybeli Adadaki Halki ruhban okulunun yeniden
agilmasina izin vermesi konusunda 1srara devam etmigtir,

Bagkan Obama 6 Nisan 2009°da Meclise hitap etmis ve ABD’nin, din
Ozglirliigtine verilen Snemin bir gostergesi olarak Halki manastirimin yeniden
agilmasi ile ilgilendigini vurgulamustir. Bagkan Obama, 7 Nisan’da
Ekiimenik Patrik, Hahambas:, Ermeni Bagpiskoposu, Metropoliten Stiryani
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Ortodoks ve Istanbul Miiftiisii dahil dini topluluklarin liderleri ile
gOriismiigtiir.

Elgi, bakanlarla yaptigt 6zel gorilsmelerde diizenli olarak hiikiimetin [slam
ve diger dini toplumlarla ilgili politikast ile birlikte, dini ayrimcilik ve din
ozgiirligini ilgilendiren baska konular miizakere etmistir. Elgi Diyanet
Isleri Bagkan Ali Bardakoglu ile 8 Ocak 2009°da Diyanet fsleri
Bagkanliginin ¢alismalari hakkinda goriigmigtiir. Elgilik ve
konsolosluklarin diger gorevlileri de devlet yetkilileri ile benzer toplantilar
yapnugtir. Elgilik ve konsoloshiklarda calisan diplomatlar diizenli olarak
gesitli dini gruplarin temsilcileri ile goriigmistir. Bu goriigmeler, Miisliiman
olmayan gruplarin kargilagtiklar sorunlar ve iilkede Islam’m rolii de dahil
cesitli konular: kapsamigtir.

istanbul’daki baskonsolosluk genel giivenlik stratejisi cergevesinde azinlik
dini gruplari igin giivenlik egitimi saglamustir.




