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ISTIKLAL MARSI

Korkmal Sénmez bu safaklarda ylzen al sancak,
Sénmeden yurdumun Gstunde titen en son ocak.

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

Fear not, the crimson flag, waving in these dawns will never fade

0 benim milletimin yildizidir, parlayacak;
0 benimdir, 0 benim milletimindir ancak.

Catma, kurban olayim, gehreni ey nazli hilall
Kahraman irkima bir gul; ne bu siddet, bu celal?
Sana olmaz dokulen kanlarimiz sonra helal...
Hakkidir, Hakk'a tapan milletimin istiklal.

Ben ezelden beridir hiir yasadim, hir yagarim,
Hangi ¢llgin bana zincir vuracakmig? Sasarim.
Kukremis sel gibiyim, bendimi ¢igner, asarim,
Yirtarim daglari, enginlere sigmam, tasarim.

Garbin afakini sarmissa celik zirhli duvar,
Benim iman dolu g6gsum gibi serhaddim var.
Ulusun, korkmal Nasil béyle bir imani bogdar,
"Medeniyet” dedigin tek disi kalmig canavar?

Arkadag! Yurduma algaklari ugratma sakin,
Siper et gévdeni, dursun bu hayasizca akin.
Dogacaktir sana vadettigi gtnler Hakk'in,

Kim bilir, belki yarin belki yarindan da yakin.

Bastigin yerleri “toprak” diyerek gegme, tani,
DUsUn altindaki binlerce kefensiz yatani.
Sen sehit oglusun, incitme, yaziktir atan,
Verme, dunyalari alsan da bu cennet vatani.

Kim bu cennet vatanin ugruna olmaz ki feda?
Suheda fiskiracak, topragi siksan stheda.
Cani, canani, batin varimi alsin da Huda,
Etmesin tek vatanimdan beni dunyada clda.

Ruhumun senden ilahi, sudur ancak emeli:
Degmesin mabedimin g6gsine namahrem eli.
Bu ezanlar, ki sehadetleri dinin temeli,

Ebedi, yurdumun Ustunde benim inlemeli.

0 zaman vecdile bin secde eder, varsa tagim,
Her cerihamdan, ilahi, bosanip kanli yasim,
Fiskirir ruhumcerret gibi yerden naasim,

0 zaman yukselerek arsa deger belki bagim.

Dalgalan sen de safaklar gibi ey sanli hilall
Olsun artik dokdlen kanlarimin hepsi helal.
Ebediyen sana yok, irkima yok izmihlal.
Hakkidir, hir yagamis bayragimin hirriyet;
Hakkidir, Hakk'a tapan milletimin istiklal.

Before the last hearth that is burning in my nation vanishes.
That is my nation’s star, it will shine;
That is mine, it belongs solely to my nation.

0h coy crescent, do not frown for | am ready to sacrifice myself for youl

Please smile upon my heroic nation, why that anger, why that
rage? If you frown, our blood shed for you will not be worthy.

Freedom is the right of my nation who worships God and seeks what is right.

I have been free since eternity, and free shall | be.

What fool dares to shackle me? | defy the temerity!

I 'am like a roaring flood; | overflow trampling down my banks,
| tear apart mountains, surge into depths, and surpass.

Western horizons may be encircled by walls armored in steel
But | have my chest brimful of faith as my homeland's frontier.
Let it howl, fear not! How can it smother such solid faith

That single-fanged monster, “Civilization!" as you call it?

My friend! Never ever let the dastards into my land!

Render your body a shield; bring this heinous raid to an end.
For soon shall break the blissful days God promised, for sure;
Perhaps tomoarrow, who knows, perhaps even sooner than that.

Do not assume what you tread on is mere “earth’, recognize it!
Think of the thousands, without shrouds, lying beneath.
You're the son of a martyr, take shame, hurt not your ancestor;

Cede not this heavenly homeland, even if it's the worlds you're granted.

Who would not offer his life for this homeland of paradise?

Martyrs would pour forth, all martyrs, should one simply clutch the earthl

If God will, He may take my life, my beloved, and my wealth,
But may He not, for the world, just deprive me of my homeland.

The sole wish of my soul, oh glorious God, from You is that,

No heathen would ever, on the bosom of my temple, lay hand!
These calls to prayer, whose testimonies are the ground of religion,
Should resound far and wide over my eternal homeland.

Then, my tombstone, if any, prostrates in rapture a thousand-fold,
0f my every wound, oh glorious God, tears of blood gush forth,
And out spurts my corpse, in pure spirit, from the ground,
Perhaps then, shall ascend and to the heavens touch my crown!

So ripple and wave, like dawning skies, oh glorious crescent,

So that every drop of my blood finally be blessed and worthy!
Neither you nor my race shall ever be annihilated,

For my flag, who has lived ever freely, has the right to liberty;
For my nation, who waorships God, has the right to independencel

Mehmet Akif ERSOY



Mustafa Kemal ATATURK



Buyuk Millet Meclisi, Turk milletinin asirlar siiren
arayislarinin 6zu ve onun bizzat kendisini idare etmek
suurunun canli bir timsalidir.

The Grand National Assembly is the very
essence of the Turkish nation’s centuries-long
search and a tangible embodiment of its
consciousness of self-governance.
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ON SOz

Kurtulus Savasi'mizi ydneten ve Cumhuriyetimizi
ilan eden, milletimiz adina yasama, denetim ve
temsil islevlerini yerine getiren TUrkiye BUyUk Millet
Meclisi, kurulusundan bugine Ulkemizin kaderine
yon vermektedir. Demokrasimizin, ¢agdaslasmanin
ve kalkinmanin en biyUk gu¢ kaynadr durumundaki
TBMM, her zaman yuksek sorumluluk bilinci ile
hareket ederek milletimizin umudu olmustur.

Turkiye'nin, geride birakhidi 93 yilin sonunda
dUnyanin lider Ulkelerinden biri hdline gelmesinde, milli
iradenin ve demokrasimizin semboli Meclisimizin payi
bUyUktir. Ulkemizi esaretin golgesinden bagmsiziigin
aydinligina kavusturan TBMM, var olan tUm
sorunlarimiza milletimizin yarari dogrultusunda, en
gercekei ¢dzUmleri bulacak kurumdur. Demokrasimizin
kalbinin athdr bu yice kurum, milletimiz ve Ulkemiz
icin her konuda ¢are olma basarisini gdstermistir.
Meclisimiz, ¢6zUm Uretme kabiliyetini ve gicinU
koruyup artirdiyi sirece demokrasimiz daha da
ilerleyecek, 6zgurlukler kdklesecek, Ulkemizin kalkinma
ve milletimizin refah seviyesi artacaktir.

Ulkemizin tarihinde ve demokrasi hayatimizda
vazgecilmez bir yeri olan Meclisimizin en iyi
sekilde tanitilmasli, milletimize karsi 6nemli bir
sorumlulugumuzdur. Bu amagla hazirlanan eser,
Ulkemizin gegirdigi siyasal, sosyal ve ekonomik
degisimlere taniklik eden TBMMYyi farkl boyutlariyla
anlatmaktadir. Ayni zamanda milletimizin bize
emaneti olan saray, kasir ve tarihi mekanlar da
tanitiimaktadir.

Bu eserin herkese yararl olacagini Umit ediyor,
hazirlanmasinda emegdi gecenlere tesekkir ediyorum.

FOREWORD

The Grand National Assembly of Turkiye, which led
the War of Independence and proclaimed the Republic,
and which performs the legislative, oversight, and
representative functions on behalf of our natfion, has
shaped the destiny of our country from ifs founding fo
the present day. As the greatest source of strength for
our democracy, modernizatfion, and development, the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye has always acted
with a high sense of responsibility and has been the
hope of our nation.

The Grand National Assembly, a symbol of national
will and democracy, has played a significant role in
rising of Turkiye and becoming one of the world’s
leading natfions over the past 93 years. GNAT, which
brought our countfry from the shadow of bondage
to the light of independence, is the institution that
will find the most realistic solufions to all our existing
problems in the best inferest of our natfion. This august
instifution, where the heart of our democracy beats,
has demonstrated ifs ability fo provide solutions for
our nafion and country in every matter. As long as
the Parliament maintains and enhances its capacity
and sfrength fo generate solutions, our democracy
will advance further, freedoms will fake roof, and the
development our country and the well-being of our
nation will improve accordingly.

Promofing our Parliament—which holds an
indispensable place in our country’s history and
democratic life—in the best possible way is a significant
responsibility we owe to our nation. This work, prepared
for that purpose, describes the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye (GNAT) from various perspectives
as it has witnessed the political, social, and economic
changes our country has undergone. It also infroduces
the palaces, mansions, and historical sites entfrusted to
us by our nation.

I do hope this work will be beneficial to everyone
and extend my gratitude to all who confributed to ifs
preparation process.

Numan KURTULMUS

TUrkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi Baskani
Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of TUrkiye
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OSMANLI DONEMINDE PARLAMENTO
PARLIAMENT DURING THE OTTOMAN PERIOD

Sultan 1I. AbdUlhamid (1876-1909) Sultan Abdulhamid 11 (1876-1909)
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Sultan Abdilhamid’in Tahta Cikisi ve

Kénun-1 Esasi’nin ilani

Ascension of Sultan AbdiUlhamid and Proclamation

of the Constitution

VUkel& Meclisi (Bakanlar Kurulu) 30 AJustos
1876'da yaphid toplantida V. Murad'in hal‘ine ve
AbdUlhamid’in cUl0suna karar verdi. Tahta ¢ikisindan
sadece 93 gUn sonra, Ust dizey devlet ricali
ve ulema, Topkapi Saray’nda yapilacak Umumi
Mesveret Meclisine ¢adrildi. Tek gindem maddesi,
seyhulislamlik makamindan alinacak fetvaya
dayanarak, V. Murad'in suurunun yerinde olmadidi
gerekgesiyle tahttan indiriimesi ve yerine kardesi
Sehzade Abdilhamid Efendimin geciriimesiydi.
Toplantida beklenen karar ¢ikti ve 31 Agustos 1876da
33 sene surecek olan Sultan Il. Abdulhamid’in
saltanati baslamis oldu. Nitekim, tahta ¢ikisindan
dort ay sonra Kandn-i Esasi taslagini onaylayarak,
23 Aralik 1876da Osmanl siyasi tarihinde “Mesrutiyet
Dénemi” olarak anilan streci baslatti.

Sultan 1l. AbdUlhamid’in tahta ge¢mesinden
yaklasik bir ay sonrg, 8 Ekimde, K&nun-1 Esasi
komisyon c¢alismalari basladi. Nihayetinde Padisah,
Ké&nun-1 Esasi’yi 23 Aralik 1876'da bir torenle ilan efti
ve bdylece ilk Osmanli anayasasi yUrurlige girdi.
1876 Ké&nun-1 Esasi'si 11 bdlum ve 119 maddeden
olusuyordu. Mutlak sistemden mesruti sisteme gegisi
saglayan ilk anayasada, 1909'da énemli degisiklikler
yapildi. 21 maddesi degistirildi, 1 maddesi metinden
¢lkartild, 3 madde de eklendi.

At its meeting on August 30, 1876, the Council of
Ministers decided on the dethronement of Murad V
and the accession of Abdulhamid. Just 93 days affer
his accession, high-ranking state officials and religious
scholars were summoned fo the General Board of
Spokesperson s to be held at Topkapi Palace. The
sole agenda ifem was to dethrone Sulfan Murad V on
the grounds that he had mental disorder, based on
a fatwa to be issued by the Sheikh al-Islam, and to
enthrone his brother, Prince Abdulhamid Efendi. The
expected decision was reached at the meeting, and on
August 31, 1876, the 33-year reign of Sultan Abdulhamid
Il began. Indeed, four months affer his accession, he
approved the draft Constitution, thereby inifiating the
period known as the “Consfifutional Era” in Oftoman
political history on December 23, 1876.

About a month affer Sultan AbdUlhamid |l
ascended the throne, on October 8, the Committee
on Consfifituon began its work. Finally, the Sulfan
proclaimed the Consfifution in a ceremony on
December 23, 1876, and thus the first Offoman
constitution came info effect. The 1876 Constitution
consisted of 11 chapters and 119 articles. Significant
amendments were made fo this first constifution, which
facilitated the transition from an absolute system fo a
constitutional monarchy, in 1909 Twenty-one arficles
were amended, one article was removed from the text,
and three articles were added.



OSMANLI DONEMINDE PARLAMENTO
PARLIAMENT DURING THE OTTOMAN PERIOD

Meclis-i MebUsan toplanti salonundan, 1877 (Lillustration)

Ulkede parlamenter sisteme gecisin temeli olan
1876 K&nun-1 Esasi'si, Uzerinde yapilan ufak tefek
degisikliklerle 1924’ kadar yUrUrltkte kaldl.

23 Aralik 1876 tarihinde yUrGrloge giren, ilk
Osmanli-Turk Anayasasi olan K&ndn-1 EsGsi'de,
devletin temel organlar;, modern zamanlarda oldugu
gibi yasama, yUrUtme ve yargl olarak U¢ ana bolime
ayrilmistl. K&dnin-1 Es@side yasama organi, Meclis-i
MebUsan ve Meclis-i Aydn olmak Uzere iki kamarall
sisteme gbre tesekkUl etmisti. Meclis-i MebUsan ve
Meclis-i Ayén, Meclis-i Umumi (Osmanli Parlamentosu)
catisi altinda gérev yapacakti.

18

From the Chamber of Deputies meeting hall, 1877 (Lillustration)

The 1876 Constitution, which laid the foundation for
the transition to a parliamentary system in the country,
remained in effect until 1924 with minor amendments.

The Constitution of 1876, which came into effect on
December 23, 1876, and served as the first Oftoman-
Turkish Constitution, outlined the fundamental organs
of the state, as in modern fimes, it was divided info
three main branches: the legislative, executive, and
judicial. Under the Constitution, the legislative branch
was organized as a bicameral system consisting of the
Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. The Chamber
of Deputies and the Senate were to operate under
the dome of the General Assembly (the Otfoman
Parliament).
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PARLIAMENT DURING THE OTTOMAN PERIOD

Dolmabahge Saraylr Mudyede Salonu'nda
Meclis-i Mebusan'in aclilis téreni, 1877 (Lillustration)

Bu iki Meclisten Meclis-i MebUsan’in Uyelerini
asamall bir se¢im sistemi ile halkin se¢gmesi, senato
goérunimindeki Meclis-i Ayan’in Uyelerini ise Padisahin
atamasi 6ngdrilmusty. K&non-1 Esdsi'ye gbre birbirine
bagl olan bu Meclislerden birinin, digeri kapali
oldugu zaman toplanamamasi da kural olarak
getirilmigti.

ilk Osmanli Anayasasinin ilanindan U¢ ay
sonra hizla mebus secimleri gerceklestirildi ve
Meclis-i MebUsan olarak adlandirilan Ttrkiye
tarihinin ilk parlamentosu, 19 Mart 1877'de Sultan
II. AbdUlhamid’in de istirakiyle ¢calismaya basladi.
Dolmabahge Sarayl Muéyede Salonu'nda yapilan
Meclis-i Umuminin aclilis térenine Sultan 1.
Abdulhamid ile birlikte, kardesleri, vikeld (kabine
Uyeleri), MebUsan ve Ayan Uyeleri, SOré-yi1 Devlet
Baskan ve Uyeleri, ruhani liderler, adliye, iimiye ve
askeriyenin Ust dizey erkdni ile yabanci misyon
sefleri katildi. Meclis-i Umumi, Sultan 1l. Abdilhamid’in
nutku ile acildi. Bu nutku Padisah adina Mabeyn-i
HUmA&y0n Baskdatibi KigUk Said Pasa okudu.

Bu arada sehrin ¢esitli yerlerinden ve karakol
gemilerinden foplar atilarak Meclis-i Umumi'nin
acildigr halka mujdelendi.

19

The opening ceremony of the Chamber of Deputies in the
Audience Hall of Dolmabahge Palace, 1877 (Lillustration)

It was stipulated that the members of the Chamber
of Deputies (Meclis-i MebUsan) would be elected by
the people through a phased-electoral system, while
the members of the Meclis-i Ayan— which resembled a
senafe—would be appointed by the Sultan. According
to the Constitution, it was also established as a rule
that one of these inferdependent assemblies could not
convene while the other was in session.

Three months affer the proclamation of the first
Ottoman Constitution, elections for MPs were swiftly
held, and the first parliament in Turkish history, known
as the Meclis-i MebUsan, started its work on March 19,
1877, with the participation of Sultan AbdUlhamid II. The
opening ceremony of the General Assembly, held in the
Mudyede Hall of Dolmabahge Palace, was attended by
Sulfan Abdulhamid 1l, along with his brothers, ministers
(cabinet members), members of the Chamber of
Deputies and the Senate, the President and members
of the Council of State, religious leaders, high-ranking
officials from the judiciary, the religious establishments,
and the military, as well as chief of foreign missions.
The General Assembly was inaugurated with a speech
by Sultan Abdulhamid Il. The speech was read out on
behalf of the Sultan by KicuUk Said Pasha, the Chief
Secretfary of the Imperial Privy Council. Meanwhile,
cannons were fired from various locations in the city
and from patrol ships fo announce the inauguration of
the General Assembly to the public.
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Tarihi ve toplumsal temeli géz 6nine alindiginda
Osmanli parlamentosunun en belirgin ayirt edici
ozelligi, kultirel renklilige sahip, Osmanl camiasina
mensup farkl milliyet ve dinlere mensup Uyelerin
bir arada olmasiydi. MUsliman olmayanlar
parlamentoda Ucte birin de Ustinde bir temsil
imké&ni bulmuglardi. Buna karsin parlamento, ¢esitli
milliyetler arasinda bir ¢atisma alani hdline gelmedi,
hatta temel konularda siyasi birlik icinde davranildi.
Ancak, parlamentoda yapilan tartismalar ve elestiriler
zaman zaman cliliz sesler olarak yUkseldi. Mebuslar
Ulke sorunlarindan ¢ok yerel sorunlari ve istekleri
yansitsalar da ik Osmanl Meclisinde milliyetci egilim
ve catismalar belirgin olarak éne ¢ikmamisti.

Osmanli Meclis-i Umumi’sinin ikinci devresi 13 Aralik
1877'de sade bir térenle agildl. Baskanlik Divan’nin
tesekkUlUnden sonra 31 Aralik 1877'de, Hasan Fehmi
Efendinin konusmasiyla Meclis-i MebUsan’in ikinci
dénemi basladi. Fakat 1877-78 Osmanli-Rus Harbi'nin
golgesinde ikinci dénem faaliyetlerini strdiren
Meclis-i Umumi'nin calismalari, Ruslarin istanbula
kadar ilerlemesi ve bir ingiliz filosunun istanbul
aciklarina gelmesi Uzerine Sultan 1l. Abdilhamid
anayasanin kendisine verdigi yetkiyi kullanarak Meclisi
tatil etmesiyle son buldu.

20

Given its historical and social context, the most
distinctive feature of the Offoman Parliament was the
presence of members from different nationalities and
religions within the Otfoman community, reflecting ifs
cultural diversity. Non-Muslims secured representation
in the parliament amounting fo more than one-third of
the total. Despite this, the parliament did not become
a battleground for conflict among various nationalifies;
in fact, political unity prevailed on fundamental issues.
However, the debates and criticisms raised in the
parliament occasionally emerged as faint voices.
Although members of parliament reflected local issues
and demands rather than nafional concerns, the first
Oftoman Natfionalist tfendencies and conflicts had not
yet become prominent within the Assembly.

The second session of the Ottoman General
Assembly opened with a simple ceremony on
December 13, 1877. Following the formation of the
Bureau of the Chamber of Deputies, the second session
of the Chamber starfed on December 31, 1877, with a
speech by Hasan Fehmi Efendi. However, the activities
of the General Assembly, which confinued ifs work
during its second ferm in the shadow of the 1877-78
Russian-Offoman War, came fo an end when Sulfan
Abdilhamid I, in response fo the Russian advance as
far as Isfanbul and the arrival of a British fleet off the
coast of Istanbul, suspended the Assembly by exercising
the authority granted to him by the constitution.
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K&non-1 Esési'nin Giris Kismi The Preamble of the Constitution
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Meclis-i Mebdsan Binasi, Findikl The Chamber of Deputies Building, Findikl




Il. Mesrutiyet
Second Constitutional Era

Osmanli Rumeli'sinin dnemli sehirlerinden
Manashrda bir ayaklanma baslatan ittihat Terakki
Cemiyeti Uyesi bazi subaylarin istanbula yirime
tehditleri karsisinda Sultan 1. AbdUlhamid, K&anin-i
Esasi’yi 23 Temmuz 1908de yeniden yUrUrlige
koydu ve Meclis-i Umumi’yi yeniden toplantiya
¢agirdl. Il. Mesrutiyet olarak adlandirilacak bu
yeni dénemde faaliyetine silbastan baslayacak
Osmanli Parlamentosu i¢in yeni se¢imlerin yapimasi
gerekiyordu. Ancak ortada bir se¢im kanunu yoktu.
Bunun Uzerine ik Meclis-i MebUsan'da gorUsUlip
kanunlasmayan Secim Kanunu (intihab-1 Mebdsan
Kanunu) gindeme geldi. Bu kanun, 2 Agustos 1908'de
Padisah tarafindan onaylandi ve 3 Ekim 1908de
Takvim-i Vekayide yayimlanarak yirirlige girdi.

Bu dénemin ilk secimleri Kasim-Aralik 1908de
yapildi. Secimleri ittihat ve Terakki Partisinin mebuslari
¢ogunlukla kazandi. Yeni Meclis-i Umumi 17 Aralik
1908 gunu, Mabeyn-i HUmaydn Baskatibi Ali Cevad
Bey’in Padisah adina agis nutkunu okumasiyla
calismalarina eski binasinda basladi. Ancak bu bina
gelince, 6nce Ciragan Sarayrng, oranin yanmasi
Uzerine de Cemile Sultandan satin alinarak Meclise
tahsis -edilen Findikli Sarayrna tasind.

Mesrutiyet dénemi Osmanli Parlamentosunda,
srutiyet déneminde de oldugu gibi, Meclis-i
eclis-i Ayan ve Meclis-i Meb0san

In response to threats by certain officers, members
of the Committfee of Union and Progress, who had
sparked an uprising in Manastir—one of the major
cities of Offtoman Rumelic—to march on Istanbul-Sultan
Abdulhamid Il reinstated the Constitution on July 23,
1908, and reconvened the General Assembly. In this
new era, which would come to be known as the
Second Constitutional Era, new elections were required
for the Offoman Parliament, which would begin ifs
activities anew. However, there was no election law in
place. Hence, the previously discussed but unratified
Election Law (Intihab-1 Meb0san Kanunu) from the first
Meclis-i Meblsan was brought back onfo the agenda.
This law was approved by the Sultan on August 2, 1908,
and came into force affer being published in Takvim-i
Vekayi on Ocfober 3, 1908.

The first elections of this period were held in
November-December 1908. The elections were
predominantly won by members of the Committee of
Union and Progress. The new General Assembly started
its work in ifs old building on December 17, 1908, with
Ali Cevad Bey, Chief Secretary of the Imperial Court,
reading out the inaugural speech on behalf of the
Sultan. However, as the building was foo small, the
Assembly first moved fo Ciragan Palace, and after that
palace burned down, it relocated to Findikli Palace,
which had been purchased from Cemile Sultan and
dllocated fo the Assembly.

During the Second Constitutional Era, the Offoman
Parliament, as in the case of the First Era, consisted
of two chambers—the Senate (Meclis-i Ayan) and the
Chamber of Deputies (Meclis-i MebUsan)—which worked
fogether under the name of the General Assembly
(Meclis-i Umumi). The Meclis-i Ayan worked in four terms
during the Second Constitutional Era: December 4,

1908 -January 5, 1911; April 7 - July 23, 1912; May 1, 1914 -

“December 19, 1918; and January 12 - April 5, 1920.

—
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Osmanli Meclisinin (Meclis-i Umumi) 17 Aralik 1908'teki agllis A postcard depicting Sulfan Abdulhamid being greefed by the
merasiminde Meclise gelen Sultan AbdUlhamid’in mebuslar ve members of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate upon
ayanlar tarafindan selamlanisini gdsteren kartpostal his arrival af the opening ceremony of the Offoman Parliament
(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUmu, 122696436) (Meclis-i Umumi) on December 17, 1908. (Source: Anadolu Agency

Photo Album)
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Milli Micadele’de Kongreler

Congresses During the National Struggle

I. DOnya Savasgrnin son senesine girildiginde
Osmanl Devleti de dahil muttefikler sirayla
maglubiyeti kabul etmek zorunda kalarak ateskes
anlasmalari imzaladilar. Osmanl Devleti, Mondros
Limani’nda 30 Ekim 1918'de imzalanan, kayitsiz sartsiz
teslim anlamina gelen ve adir sartlar iceren, 24
maddeden olusan Mondros Mutarekesi'ni resmen
kabullendi. Mondros Mutarekesi bir dizi isgali de
beraberinde getirdi. Ayni zamanda bu isgaller
istanbul ve Anadoluda Milli Micadele’nin kivilcimlarini
da atesledi.

izmirin Yunanlilar tarafindan isgal edildigi 15
Mayis'in ertesi gund, Mustafa Kemal Pasa ve 17
subay arkadasl Bandirma Vapuru ile Samsuna
hareket ettiler ve 19 Mayis 1919'da isgal altindaki
Samsun‘a ¢iktilar. Bu tarih ileride, Milli MUcadele’nin
baslangici kabul edilecektir. Mustafa Kemal Pasa’nin
Samsun'daki ilk faaliyeti, bdlgede izmirin isgaline
karsi duyulan tepkiyi ve bdlgenin asayisini anlatan
bir raporu, Sadarete ve Genelkurmaya telgraflarla
géndermek oldu. Bdylece Milli MUcadele’de yeni bir
dénem baslamis oldu.

Mustafa Kemal Pasa, Samsun'da guvenlik icinde
¢calisamayacagini anlayinca, karargdhini daha i¢
boélgelere tasimaya karar verdi. Bu dusinceyle 24
Mayis 1919'da Havza'yg; 13 Haziranda Amasya’ya
gecti. Buralarda cesitli gérismeler yaptl. Neticeleri
tarihe Amasya Tamimi/Genelgesi olarak gegen
Amasya goérismeleri 19 Haziranda basladi.

21 Haziranda Amasya kararlari olustu ve alinan
kararlar ertesi gun kamuoyu ile paylasild.

As the final year of the World War | began, the
Allies, including the Offoman Empire, were forced
to accept defeat one by one and signed ceasefire
agreements. The Offoman Empire officially accepted the
Armisfice of Mudros, signed on Ocfober 30, 1918, af the
Port of Mudros, which signified unconditional surrender
and contained harsh ferms comprising 24 articles. The
Armistice of Mudros brought with it a series of invasions.
At the same time, these invasions also ignited the

sparks of the National Struggle in Istanbul and Anatolia.

The day affer Izmir was occupied by the Greeks
on May 15, Mustafa Kemal Pasha and 17 fellow officers
set sail for Samsun aboard the Bandirma Steamship
and landed in occupied Samsun on May 19, 1919. This
date would later be recognized as the beginning of the
National Struggle. Mustafa Kemal Pasha’s first action
in Samsun was to send a report via felegram fo the
Prime Minister’s Office and the General Staff, detailing
the public reaction to the invasion of Izmir and the
security situation in the region. Thus, a new phase of

the National Struggle had begun.

When Mustafa Kemal Pasha realized he could

not work in safety in Samsun, he decided fo move

his headquarters further inland. With this in mind, he
fraveled to Havza on May 24, 1919, and to Amasya on
June 13. He held various meetings in these locations.
The Amasya Protocols, the outcomes of which went
down in history as the Amasya Declaration, began on
June 19 and was finalized on June 21, and the decisions

were shared with the public the following day.
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Bandirma Vapury, 1919 (Kaynak: Milli Micadele Albimd,
Askeri Tarih ve Stratejik EtUt (ATASE) Yayinlari, Ankara 2016)
Bandirma Steamship, 1919, (Source: National Struggle Aloum,
Military History and Strategic Studies (ATASE) Publications,
Ankara 2016)
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e
Mustafa Kemal Pasa, Bekir Sami Bey (Kunduh) (soldan
besinci), HUseyin Rauf Orbay (soldan yedinci yuvarlak
sapkal), Rusen Esref Unaydin (soldan sekizinci) ve yaveri
Cevat Abbas (soldan dokuzuncu), Amasya’ya giderken
ugradiklari Tokat'ta karsilayicilar arasinda

(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUma, 122696295)

Mustafa Kemal Pasha, Bekir Sami Bey (Kunduh) (fifth from the leff),
HuUseyin Rauf Orbay (seventh from the leff, wearing a round hat),

Rusen Esref Unaydin (eighth from the leff), and his aide

Cevat Abbas (ninth from the leff), among those greeting them in

Tokat, where they stopped on their way fo Amasya.

(Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album, 122696295)
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Amasya Tamimi'nde: “Milletin bagimsiziginin ve
vatanin bitinliginin tehlikede oldugu, hUkOmetin
isgalcilerin baskisi altinda bulundudu, milletin
mukadderatini yine milletin azim ve kararinin
belirleyecedi” ilan edildi. Bu tamimde, bu amagcla
milll bir heyet teskilinin sart oldugu ve bir milli kongre
toplanmasina karar verildigi agiklanarak, en kisa
zamanda Anadolu’hun en guvenli bdlgesi olan
Sivasa her livadan/ sancaktan U¢ delegenin secilerek
gdénderilmesi istendi. Mustafa Kemal Pasa’nin grup
s6zculigunu Ustlendigi bu gérusmelerde alinan
kararlar, butin sivil ve askeri birimlere génderildi.

Bu tamim ayni zamanda halkin direnise katiimasini
saglamak adina atilmasi gereken adimlari ortaya
koymasi bakimindan ik dnemli belgeydi.

Anadoluda yasanan bu gelismeler ingilizleri
rahatsiz etti ve hUkOmet Uzerindeki baskilari
artirmasina sebep oldu. Bu arada Mustafa Kemal
Pasq, K&zim Karabekir Pasa’nin daveti Uzerine,
Erzurumda yapilacak kongreye katilma karari ald.

3 Temmuz'da Erzurum‘a ulastl. 8 Temmuz'da da
Uzerindeki resmi gérevlerden ve askerlikten istifa
ettigini ve “sine-i millete” déndugund kamuoyuna
duyurdu. Milli MUcadele icinde dnemli bir yere sahip
olan Erzurum Kongresi, Trabzon ve Dogu illerinin
birlesmesini ve bUtin Dogdu Anadolu’nun haklarini
savunmayl amaglayan bir kongre toplanmasi
fikrinden dogmustu. 7 Agustosa kadar siren Erzurum
Kongresi sonunda, 10 maddelik bir beyanname
yayimlanmistir. Mustafa Kemal Pasa, alinan kararlarin
uygulanmasi igin olusturulan 9 Uyeli Temsil Heyeti'nin
baskanligina getirilmistir. Bu gérev, Ankara’da yeni
Meclisin toplanmasina kadar gegecek sirede, onun
mahalli bir hUkOmet baskani gibi davranmasina imkdn
saglayacaktir.

29

The Amasya Declaration stafed: “The natfion’s
independence and the infegrity of the motherland
are in danger; the government is under pressure from
the occupiers; and the nation’s destiny will once again
be determined by the will and determination of the
nation itself” This proclamation stated that establishing a
national committee was essential for this purpose and
that a decision had been made to convene a natfional
congress; it called for the selection and dispatfch of
three delegates from each province/ district o Sivas—
the safest region in Anafolic—as soon as possible

The decisions reached during these deliberatfions, in
which Mustafa Kemal Pasha assumed the role of group
spokesperson, were sent to all civil and military units.
This decree was also the first important document in
outlining the steps that needed to be faken to ensure
the participation of the people in the resistance.

These developments in Anatolia disturbed the Brifish
and led them fo increase pressure on the government.
Meanwhile, at the invitation of Kazim Karabekir Pasha,
Mustafa Kemal Pasha decided fo attend the congress
to be held in Erzurum. He arrived in Erzurum on July 3.

He announced fo the public that he had resigned
from the military and refurned fo the “bosom of
the natfion” The Erzurum Congress, which played a
significant role in the National Struggle, had emerged
from the idea of convening a congress aimed af unifing
Trabzon and the eastern provinces and defending the
rights of all of Eastern Anatolia. At the conclusion of
the Erzurum Congress, which lasted until August 7, the
10-point declaration was issued. Mustafa Kemal Pasha
was appointed chairman of the 9-member Delegation
formed fo implement the decisions. This role would
allow him to acft as a local government leader during
the period leading up to the convening of the new
Assembly in Ankara.
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Amasya Tamimi'hde 6ngdérilen kararlari
uvygulamaya koymak i¢cin Mustafa Kemal Pasa, bazi
Tem:sil Heyeti Uyeleriyle 2 Eylil'de Sivasa gitti. Sivas
Kongresi, 4 EylUl 1919'da Mekteb-i Sultanide (Sivas
Lisesi) acildi. Kongrede, Temsil Heyeti Baskani ve
davet sahibi olarak Mustafa Kemal Pasa bir konusma
yapt. Basima ve dagditiima tehlikesi altinda 4-11 Eylul
tarihleri arasinda gercgeklesen Sivas Kongresi'nde,
Erzurum Kongresi kararlari bolgesellikten milli dizeye
tasindi. Milli MUcadele’'de faal olan bitin milli
cemiyetler, Anadolu ve Rumeli MUdé&faa-i Hukuk
Cemiyeti ¢atisi altinda birlestirildi. Sivas Kongresi ile
yeni Temsil Heyeti Baskani olan Mustafa Kemal Pasa,
boylece Milli Micadele’'nin idaresini eline aliyordu.

To implement the decisions outlined in the Amasya
Decleration, Mustafa Kemal Pasha fraveled to Sivas on
Sepftember 2 with some members of the Delegation.
The Sivas Congress opened on September 4, 1919,
at the Mekteb-i Sultani (Sivas High School). At the
congress, Mustafa Kemal Pasha, as the Chairman of
the Delegation and the host, delivered a speech. When
the Sivas Congress fook place between Sepftember 4
and 11, under the threat of suppression and dispersal,
the decisions of the Erzurum Congress were elevated
from a regional fo a national level. All national societies
being active in the National Struggle were united
under the umbrella of the Association for the Defence
of the Rights of Anatolia and Rumelia. With the Sivas
Congress, Mustafa Kemal Pasha, who became the new
Chairman of the Delegation, thus took confrol of the
administration of the National Struggle.

At a meeting with Mustafa Kemal Pasho, Huseyin Rauf (Orbay) Bey,
and Ali Fuat (Cebesoy) Pasha Amasya, June 21, 1919
(Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album, 122696291)

Mustafa Kemal Pasa, Huseyin Rauf (Orbay) Bey ve Ali Fuat
(Cebesoy) Pasa ile toplantida

Amasya, 21 Haziran 1919

(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUma, 122696291)
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Misdak-1 Milli Beyannamesi

Declaration of the National Pact

Son Osmanl Meclis-i MebUsan'inin acildig
guUnlerin en 6nemli gindemi, 1920 Subat’inda
Paris'te baslayacak baris gérismelerinde Osmanl
hiUkOmetinin kabul edebilecedi asgari baris sartlarinin
ne olmasi gerektigiydi. Meclis-i Meblsan'da, daha
baskani secilmeden, Ahd-i Milli (Misdk-1 Milli) adi
verilen beyanname kabul edildi. Kurtulus Savasinin
siyasal programi demek olan bu beyanname,
Erzurum ve Sivas Kongrelerinde alinan kararlar
dogrultusunda 28 Ocak 1920'de, Meclis-i Meblsan’in
6zel toplantisinda mebuslar tarafindan imzalandi.

Altl maddeden olusan Misdk-1 Milli
Beyannamesinin giris kisminda, Osmanli Mebdsan
Meclisi Oyelerinin, devletin bagimsiziginin ve milletin
geleceginin, hakll ve surekli barisa kavusmanin,
beyannamede belirtilen esaslara tamamen
uyulmasiyla mimkin olacagi ve bu esaslar
disinda Osmanli saltanatini yasafmanin imkansiz
oldugu belirtiimekteydi. Misék-1 Milli ile yaklasik
olarak bugUnkU Turkiye'nin sinirlari icinde kalan
boélgenin foprak butinligu ve milli bagimsizidr ilan
ediliyor; ayrica istanbul'daki itilaf devietlerinin esiri
olarak tasvir edilen Padisah-Halife'yi de korumayi
amagladidi duyuruluyordu. Mitareke sinirlar “icinde”
ve “disinda” ibaresiyle de Mondros'la belirlenen
sinirlara bir bakima itiraz ediliyor, Ulkenin imparatoriuk
gec¢misi hatirlatilyordu. Parlamento gelenegi
acisindan da, Misdk-1 Milli'nin kabull, Meclis-i
MebUsan ile Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi arasinda en
6nemli kdpru ve ideolojik bag olmustur.

The most pressing issue during the final days of the
Oftoman Parliament was deftermining what the minimum
peace ferms should be that the Offornan government
could accept af the peace talks set to begin in Paris
in February 1920. In the Chamber of ies, even before
a Speaker was elected, a declaration known as the
Ahd-i Milll (Misak-1 Milli) was adopted. This declaration,
which served as the polifical program of the War of
Independence, was signed by the MPs on January
28, 1920, during a special session of the Chamber of
Deputies, in accordance with the decisions taken af the
Erzurum and Sivas Congresses.

In the preamble of the six-arficle of the Declaration
of National Pact, members of the Offoman Parliament
stated that the independence of the stafe and the
futfure of the nation, as well as the atfainment of a just
and lasting peace, would be possible only through full
adherence fo the principles outlined in the declarafion,
and that it would be impossible to preserve the
Oftfoman sulfanate except these principles. The Natfional
Pact declared the ferritorial integrity and national
independence of the region roughly corresponding fo
the borders of present-day TUrkiye; it also announced its
aim fo protfect the Sultan- Caliph, who was described
as a prisoner of the entenfe powers in Istanbul. With
the phrases “within” and “outside” the armistice borders,
the boundaries established by the Treaty of Mudros
were, in a sense, being objected to, and the country’s
imperial past was being recalled. From the perspective
of parliamentary tradition, the adoption of the National
Pact served as the most significant bridge and
ideological link between the Chamber of Deputies and
the Grand Natfional Assembly of Turkiye.
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Mis@k-1 Milli Beyannamesi
Declaration of the National Pact

Misdak-1 Milli Beyannamesi

(Ozet ve Sadelestiriimis Metin)

“Osmanli Meclis-i MebUsan Uyeleri, devletin bagimsizlig
ve millefin gelecedinin hakli ve devamli bir barisa ulasmasi
icin yapabilecedi fedakarligin en Ust sinirni iceren adi gegen,
esaslar disinda payidar bir Osmanl salfanat ve cemiyetinin
varliginin devaminin mumkun olmadigini kabul ve tasdik
eylemislerdir.

Birinci madde: Osmanli Devletinin yalnizca Arap
cogunlugun yasadigl 30 Ekim 1918 tarihli ateskes anflasmasinin
imzalandigl sirada dusman ordularin isgali altinda kalan
kisimlarinin gelecedi, halkinin serbestce verecekleri oylara gére
belirleneceginden adi gecen ateskes antlasmasi cizgisinin
icinde ve disinda dinen, irken ve emelen birlesmis ve bir
digerine karsilikl saygr ve fedakarlik hisleriyle dolu ve irki ve
sosyal haklari ile cevre sartlarina tamamiyla uyumlu Osmanli-
Islam cogunlugunun yasadiklari kisimlarin tamami hakikaten ve
hukmen hicbir sebeple ayriima kabul etmez bir butindur.

ikinci madde: Ahalisi ilk serbest kaldiklari zamanda
referandum ile (genel oylarlyla) anavatana katilmis olan Elviye-i
Selase (Kars, Ardahan, Batum) icin gerekirse fekrar genel oya
basvurulmasini kabul ederiz.

Ugiincd madde: Tirkive barisina baglanan Bat Trakya’nin
hukuki durumunun tespiti de sakinlerinin tam bir hurriyetle
beyan edecekleri oya uygun olmalidir.

Dérdiinct madde: islam hilafetinin merkezi ve Saltanatin
payitahti ve Osmanli htkOmetinin merkezi olan Istanbul sehriyle
Marmara Denizinin emniyeti her tUrlu halelden korunmalidir. Bu
esas sakll kalmak sartiyla Akdeniz ve Karadeniz bogazlarinin
dunya ticaret ve tasimaciigina aglimasi hakkinda bizimle diger
bUtun ilgili devletlerin ortaklasa verecekleri karar gecerlidir.

Besinci madde: ifilaf devietleri ile dismanlari ve bazi
orfaklari arasinda kararlastirilan sézlesme esaslari dairesinde
azinliklar hukuku, cevre Ulkelerdeki MUsliman halkin da ayni
hukuktan istifade etmeleri Umidiyle farafimizdan feyit ve femin
edilecektir.

Altinci madde: Milli ve ikfisadi gelismelerimiz imkan
dairesine girmek ve daha ¢agdas bir duzenli idare seklinde
isleri yUrutmeyi basarabilmek icin her devlet gibi bizim de
gelisme araclarini saglamada tam bagmsizlik ve serbestlige
kavusmamiz hayat ve bekamizin esas temelidir. Bu sebeple
siyasi, adli, mali ve diger gelismelerimize engel kayitlara karsiyiz.
Tahakkuk edecek borclarimizin 6denme sartlar da bu esaslara
aykiri olmayacaktir. 28 Ocak 1920

(Kaynak: Mustafa Budak, “90. Yiidénuminde Son Osmanl Meclis-i
Meb0sani ve Misdk-1 Milli”, Belgeler ve Fotograflarla Meclis-i Meblsan
(1877-1920), (yay. haz). T. Cengiz GéncU, TBMM Milli Saraylar Daire
Baskanli@i Yay, Istanbul 2010, s. 26-27; Cevdet KugUk, “Misak-1 Milli”,
DIA, C. 30, s. 174).



Declaration of the National Pact

(Summary and Simplified Text) "

“The members of the Offoman Chamber of Deputies have acknowledged and affirmed that, apart from the
aforementioned principles—which entail the utmost sacrifices the stafe can make fo ensure its independence and
the nation’s future through a just and lasting peace—the perpetuation of an Otftoman Empire and society is not
possible.”

Article 1: The future of those parts of the Otffoman Empire that were under invasion by enfente powers af
the time the armistice agreement of October 30, 1918—which applied only to areas with an Arab majority—was
signed, shall be defermined in accordance with the free votes cast by the people therefore, the entire territory
inhabited by the Otfoman-Islamic majority—who are united in religion, race, and purpose, and filled with mutual
respect and a spirit of sacrifice foward one another, and whose racial and social rights are fully in harmony
with their living conditions—within and outside the line of the aforementioned armistice agreement, constitutes an
indivisible whole that cannot be separated under any circumstances, either in practice or in law.

Article 2 : The population, upon first gaining freedom, shall decide through a referendum (general We agree
that, if necessary, a general referendum should be held again regarding the Three Provinces (Kars, Ardahan,
Batum), which have been annexed to the motherland by referendum.

Article 3 : The determination of the legal status of Western Thrace, which is linked fo the peace of Turkiye,
must also be in accordance with the vote expressed by ifs residents with full freedom..

Article 4 : The city of Isfanbul, which is the center of the Islamic Caliphate, the Imperial Capital, and the
capital of the Offoman government, as well as the security of the Sea of Marmara, must be protfected from any
and all threats. Subject to this principle, the decision to open the straits of the Mediterranean an.

Article 5 : In accordance with the terms of the treaty agreed upon between the Enfenfe Powers and their
enemies and certain allies, we will confirm and guarantee that the Muslim populations in neighboring countries
may also benefit from the same legal protections.

Article 6 : Just as every other stafe, our ability to achieve national and economic progress and fo
successfully conduct our affairs in @ more modern and orderly manner depends on our full independence and
freedom is the very foundation of our existence and survival. For this reason, we oppose any restrictions that
hinder our poalitical, judicial, financial, and other developments. The terms for repaying our future debts will also
not confradict these principles. January 28, 1920

(Source: Mustafa Budak, “The Last Ottoman Chamber of Deputies and the National Pact on Its 90th Anniversary,” The

Chamber of Deputies with Documents and Photographs (1877-1920), (ed. T. Cengiz GéncU, Grand National Assembly of Turkiye

Directorate of National Palaces Publications, Istanbul 2010, pp. 26-27; Cevdet Kicik, “National Pact” DIA, Vol. 30, p. 174).
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TBMMin agilisi, 23 Nisan 1920 Inauguration of the GNAT, April 23, 1920
(Kaynak: Turk Tarih Kurumu Arsivi) (Source: Turkish Historical Society Archives)
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Ankara’da Yeni Meclise Giden Yol

Path to the New Parliament in Ankara

istanbulun resmen isgal edimesi ve Meclis-i
MebUsan’in ¢alismalarina ara vermesi, Mustafa Kemal
Pasa’ya Meclisi Ankara’da toplama planini uygulama
firsati verdi. istanbul'un isgalinin ertesi gini 17 Martta
Mustafa Kemal Pasa, komutanlara génderdidi
telgrafta, bu asamada acil ¢6zim yolu olarak
Ankara’da bir “Meclis-i MUessisan” (Kurucu Meclis)
toplanmasinin gerekli oldugunu bildirdi.

itilaf devletlerinin istanbul'u isgali ve tasidiklari
emellerin ortaya ¢ikmasi Ankara’nin safina gecgenlerin
sayilarini hizla arfirdi. Bu arada Mustafa Kemal Pasaq,
“Temsil Heyeti Namina” alti maddeden olusan bir
telgrafi, 21 Nisan 1920de ordu birlikleriyle vilayetlere
goénderdi. Bu telgrafta, Meclisin toplanma gayesi;
“Vatanin bagimsizidini saglamak, Hilafet ve Saltanat
makamini dgsmanlarin elinden kurtarmak” olarak
tanimlanmaktaydi. Ankara’da yeni Meclis agilirken,
ingilizlerin yardimi ile harekete gecen Yunanlar da
milli hareketi sona erdirmek icin Anadolu iclerine
dogru ilerlemeye basladilar. Neticede 23 Nisan 1920
ginu BUyUk Millet Meclisi Ankara'da foplandi. Meclis-i
Meblsan'in feshedilmesinden sonra istanbuldaki
mebuslardan bir kismi Ankara’ya gegerek yeni
Meclise katildilar. Béylece Milli Micadelede yeni
bir ddnem; Ankara ve “Meclis HUkOmeti” dénemi
baslarken, yonetici kadrolar da bu Meclis ¢atisi
allinda toplanmaya basladilar.

The defacto invasion of Istanbul and the suspension
of the activities of the Chamber of Deputies gave
Mustafa Kemal Pasha the opportunity fo implement his
plan fo convene the Assembly in Ankara. On March 17,
the day affer the invasion of Istanbul, Mustafa Kemal
Pasha sent a felegram to the commanders stafing thaf,
af this sfage, it was necessary fo convene a “Meclis-i
Muessisén” (Founding Assembly) in Ankara as an urgent
solution.

The Enfenfe Powers’ invasion of Istanbul and the
revelation of their frue infentions rapidly increased the
number of those who sided with Ankara. Meanwhile,
on April 21, 1920, Mustafa Kemal Pasha sent a six-
point telegram “On Behalf of the Delegation” to the
provinces via army units. In this telegram, the purpose
of convening the Assembly was defined as “securing
the natfion’s independence and rescuing the offices of
the Caliphate and the Sultanate from the hands of the
enemy.” As the new Assembly convened in Ankarg, the
Greeks, acting with Brifish assistance, began advancing
info the inferior of Anatolia to put an end fo the
national movement. Consequently, on April 23, 1920, the
Grand National Assembly convened in Ankara. After the
dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies, some of the
MPs in Istanbul moved to Ankara and joined the new
Assembly. Thus, a new phase in the National Struggle—
the Ankara and “Assembly Government” era—began,
and the leadership began fo gather under the umbrella
of this Assembly.
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Ankara’da o gunin sartlarinda resmi bina olarak
hizmet verebilecek nitelikli yapi cok azdi. Meclise
¢calisma mekani olarak ise giniUmuizde “Kurtulus
Savasl Mizesi” olarak kullanilan, Ankara’nin Ulus
Meydani’ndaki bina hazirlandi. Bu bing, 1915-1916
yilinda ittihat ve Terakki Firkasi tarafindan kulip
binasi olarak kullaniimak Uzere tasarlanmigti. Mekénin
insa ve fefrisi sirasinda ilk yapilan islerden birisi
bir toplanti salonu, mescit ve baskanlik odasinin
hazirlatiimas oldu. Neredeyse bUtin Ankaralilarin
katkisiyla yeni Meclis binasi kisa surede agilisa hazir
héle getirildi. Bu bina, 23 Nisan 1920- 18 Ekim 1924
tarihleri arasinda Birinci TBMM Binasi olarak hizmet
verdi.

23 Nisan 1920 Cuma gind, TBMM'nin agilis
merasimi Hacl Bayram Camii'nde cuma namazi
kiindiktan sonra basladi. Cuma namazi sonrasinda
kalabalik bir halk tfoplulugu, resmi ve askeri erkén ile
birlikte, 6nde Hz. Muhammed'in lihye-i serif (sakal-i
serifi) ve sancak-1 serifini tekbir ve tehlillerle tasiyan
ulema ve mesdyih heyeti oldugu hélde, Meclis olarak
hazirlanan binanin énine geldiler. Meclis kapisi
onUnde, daha sonra Heyet-i Vekile'de Umor-1 Ser‘iyye
ve Evkaf Vekili olacak Bursa Mebusu Mustafa Fehmi
(Gerceker) acilis duasini yapt. Daha sonra kurbanlar
kesilerek iceri girildi. Lihye-i serif ile
sancak-1 serif, Meclis baskanlik kUrsisU yanina
konulduktan sonra daha 6nce tilavetine baslanan
Kur‘an-1 Kerim ve Buhari-i Serif ‘in son kisimlarinin
da okunmaslyla hatim tamamlanip duasi yapildi.
Aclilis merasimi, en yash Uye sifatiyla Sinop Mebusu
Serif Bey’in, BUyUk Millet Meclisini resmen agmak igin
baskanlik kUrsusune ¢cikmasiyla tamamlandi.
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In Ankara af that time, there were very few buildings
of sufficient quality fo serve as official government
buildings. The building in Ankara’s Ulus Square, which
today serves as the “War of Independence Museum,”
was prepared to serve as the Assembly’s working
space. This building had been designed in 1915-1916 by
the Committee of Union and Progress to be used as a
clubhouse. One of the first tasks during the construction
and furnishing of the building was fo prepare a
meeting hall, a prayer room, and the Bureau. With the
confributions of almost all the residents of Ankarg, the
new Parliament building was completed in a short time

It was prepared for the opening. This building served
as the First Grand Natfional Assembly from April 23,
1920, to October 18, 1924.

On Friday, April 23, 1920, the opening ceremony
of the Grand National Assembly began affer Friday
prayers were held at Hacr Bayram Mosque. Following
the Friday prayer, a large crowd, accompanied by
official and military dignitaries, marched foward the
Assembly, led by a delegation of ulema (scholars) and
religious leaders carrying the sacred beard (linye-i serif)
and the sacred banner (sancak-1 serif) of the Prophet
Muhammad, chanting takbir and tahleel.

They arrived in fronf of the building under
construction. In fronf of the Assembly gate, Mustafa
Fehmi (Gerceker), the MP from Bursa who would later
serve as Minister of Religious Affairs and Endowments
in the Council of Ministers, led the opening prayer. After
that, the religious rituals were made, and they enfered
the building. After the Holy Turban and the Sacred
Banner were placed next fo the Speaker’s rostrum, the
recitation of the final sections of the Holy Quran and
Sahih al-Bukhari—which had been begun earlier—was
completed, and the concluding prayer was offered. The
opening ceremony concluded when Serif Bey, the MP
from Sinop and the oldest member, fook the podium fo
officially open the Grand National Assembly.
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I. Meclis Genel Kurul Salonu'ndan bir kare, Ankara 1922 A view of the Plenary Hall of the First Assembly, Ankara, 1922
(Kaynak: TBMM Arsivi) (Source: GNAT Archives)
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Haci Bayram Camii'nde kilinan Cuma namazi sonrasinda The people marching to the Assembly for the opening of the First
I. TBMM'nin agllisi icin Meclise yUrUyen halk, 23 Nisan 1920 Grand National Assembly after the Friday prays were performed at
(Kaynak: Kog¢ Universitesi VEKAM KitUphanesi ve Arsivi, 0209) Hacr Bayram Mosque, April 23, 1920. (Source: Ko¢ University VEKAM

Library and Archive, 0209)

Meclis Komisyonu ¢alismasini gdsteren fotograf, 1924 The Board of Spokespersons at work, 1924.
(Kaynak: Ko¢ Universitesi VEKAM KitUphanesi ve Arsivi, LFO03) (Source: Kog University VEKAM Library and Archive, LFO03)
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1921 Tarihli Teskilat-1 Esasiye Kanunu (1921 Anayasasi)

The 1921 Constitution

Milli MUcadele ddéneminin BUyUk Millet Meclisinde
atilan en énemli adimi, devlet yapisinin belirlendigi
ve Meclis hUkOmeti sisteminin hukuki ¢ercevesinin
olusturuldugu, 20 Ocak 1921 tarihli ve 85 sayili
Teskilat-1 Es@siye Kanunu idi. Bu kanun ile Mecliste
basindan itibaren benimsenmis olan Meclis hUkOmeti
sistemine anayasal bir ¢erceve olusturuldu.

Mustafa Kemal Pasa’nin, Meclis Baskani ve icré
Vekilleri Heyeti Baskani olarak “Teskilaf-1 EsGsiye
Kanunu Layihasi” bash@iyla 18 EylUl 1920 ginU Meclis
Genel Kuruluna sundugu metin Encimen-i Mahsus
adi ile olusturulan komisyonda uzun tartismalardan
sonra bir kanun tasarisi seklini aldi. Bu metin, 1921
tarihli Teskilat-1 EsGsiye tasarisinin temelini teskil etfi
ve baska onerilerin de eklenmesiyle, 20 Ocak 1921de
“Teskilat-1 EsGsiye Kanunu” adiyla yasalasti.

Teskilat-1 EsGsiye Kanunu’nun temel felsefesi,
h&kimiyetin kayitsiz sartsiz millete ait oldugunun
vurgulanmasi ve kuvvetler birligi ilkesinin kabul
edilmesidir. Bu yoniyle 1921 tarihli Teskilat-1 Esasiye
Kanunu, Osmanl anayasaciigindan Tirkiye
Cumbhuriyeti anayasaciigina gegisin ve Turkiye
demokrasi tarihinin en dnemli hukuki belgesidir.
1921 tarihli Teskilat-1 EsGsiye Kanunu’nun getirdidi
sistem, bir bakima cumhuriyete benziyordu. Ama,
1876 tarihli K&non-1 Esdsi yani Osmanli Anayasasi
hdlen yUrUrlUktedir ve Teskilat-1 EsGsiye Kanunu, bu
anayasanin bir parcasi durumundadir.

The most significant step faken in the Grand
National Assembly during the War of Independence
was the Constitution of January 20, 1921 (No. 85), which
defined the structure of the state and established the
legal framework for the parliamentary government
system. This law provided a constitutional framework for
the parliamentary government system that had been
adopted by the Assembly from the very beginning.

The text presented by Mustafa Kemal Pasha, as
Specaker of the Assembly and Head of the Council
of Ministers, under the title “Draft Constitution” to the
Plenary of the General Assembly on Sepfember 18,
1920, took the form of a bill affer lengthy debates in
the committee established under the name Encimen-i
Mahsus. This fext as a bill, formed the basis of the 1921
Constitution of the Republic, and with the addition of
ofher proposals, it was enacted as the “Constitution of
the Republic” on January 20, 1921.

The fundamental philosophy of the Constitution
of the Republic of Turkiye is the emphasis that
'SOVEREIGNTY BELONGS TO THE NATION
UNCONDITIONALLY" and the adoption of the
principle of the unity of powers. In this regard, the
1921 Constitution of the Republic is the most important
legal document marking the transition from Ottoman
constitutionalism fo the constitutionalism of the Republic
of TUrkiye and in the history of Turkish democracy.

The system established by the 1921 Constitution was,
in a sense, similar to a republican system. However, the
1876 Constitution— that is, the Oftoman Constitution—
remained in force, and the Consfitution of 1921 was
effectively a part of that consfitution.
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1923'te bile Milli MUcadele kadrosunun ¢odunun
tercihi, anayasal bir monarsi yonindedir. Ancak
yine de bu kanunu, cumhuriyete gecis surecinin bir
baslangici kabul etmek mUmkindur.

BUtUNn bu nitelikleri ile birlikte TeskilGt-1 Es@siye
Kanunu; temel haklari, yasama, yUrdtme, yargi
haklarinin kullanilisini ve devlet teskilatinin kurulusunu
her yonuyle belirleyen genis kapsamli bir metin
degildi. 23 Nisan 1920den beri Meclisin aldid
kararlarin dayandigi ana ilkelerle, Ulke ybnetfimine
iliskin bazi hUkUmleri iceriyordu. Teskilat-1 Es@siye
Kanunu, 23 madde ve bir de “Ayri Madde”den
olusan kisa bir ¢erceve anayasa niteligi tasimaktaydi.
Kanunun ilk 9 maddesinde, BUyuk Millet Meclisinin
olusumu ve yetkileri yer almakta; takip eden
maddelerde de vilayet, kaza ve nahiye ydnetimleri
ile umum mufettislikler hakkinda dizenlemelere yer
veriimektedir. Ayri Madde'de ise ik TBMM'nin milli
maksada ulasincaya kadar ¢alismalarini sirdirecedi;
ancak, Ucte iki cogunlukla secimlerin yenilenme karari
alinabilecedi belirtilmistir.
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Even in 1923, the preference of most members of
the Natfional Struggle leadership was for a constitutional
monarchy. Nevertheless, it is possible to regard this law
as the beginning of the transition fo a republic.

Despite all these characteristics, the Constitution of
1921 was not a comprehensive text that defined in every
detail the fundamental rights, the exercise of legislative,
executive, and judicial powers, or the structure of the
stafe. It contained the main principles upon which the
decisions adopted by the Assembly since April 23, 1920,
were based, as well as cerftain provisions regarding
the administration of the country. The Constitution of
1921 was a brief framework constifution consisting of 23
articles and a “Separatfe Arficle” The first nine arficles
of the law addressed the composifion and powers of
the Grand Natfional Assembly; the subsequent articles
contained regulatfions regarding provincial, district,
and sub- district administrations, as well as general
inspectorates. The “Separate Artficle” stipulated that the
first Grand National Assembly would continue ifs work
unfil the natfional objective was achieved; however, it
also noted that a decision to hold new elections could
be made with a two-thirds majority.
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1921 Teskildt-1 EsGsiye Kanunu’nun A record regarding the main provisions
esas maddeleriyle ilgili bir kayit of the 1921 Constitution
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Kaynak: Kabulinin 100. Yiinda 1921 Teskilat-1
Esasiye Kanunu Belgeler, Ankara 2021

Teskilat-1 Esasiye Kanunu

Mevadd-1 Esasiye

MADDE 1- Hakimiyet bila-kayd u sart milletin-
dir. Idare usulii halkin mukadderatin bi’z-zat ve bi’l-
fiil idare etmesi esasina miisteniddir.

MADDE 2- icra kudreti ve tesi salahiyeti milletin
yegéane ve hakiki miimessili olan Biiyiik Millet Mecli-
sinde tecelli ve temerkiiz eder.

MADDE 3- Tiirkiye devleti, Biiyiik Millet Meclisi
tarafindan idare olunur ve hiikiimeti “Tirkiye Biiyiik
Millet Meclisi Hiikiimeti” unvanini tagir.

MADDE 4- Biiyilk Millet Meclisi vilayetler
halkinca miintehab 4zddan miirekkeptir.

MADDE 5- Biiyiik Millet Meclisinin intihabi iki
senede bir kere icra olunur. Intihab olunan 4zanin 4zahk
miiddeti iki seneden ibaret olup fakat tekrar intihab
olunmak caizdir. Sabik heyet ldhik heyetin ictimai-
na kadar vazifeye devam eder. Yeni intihabat icrasina
imkan goriilmedigi takdirde ictima devresinin yalniz
bir sene temdidi caizdir. Biiyiik Millet Meclisi 4zasinin
her biri kendini intihab eden vilayetin ayrica vekili ol-
may1p umum milletin vekilidir.

MADDE 6- Biiyiik Millet Meclisinin heyet-i umu-
miyesi tesrin-i sani ibtidasinda davetsiz ictima eder.

Source: Documents of the 1921 Constitution on the
100th Anniversary of Its Adoption, Ankara 2021
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Saltanahin Kaldiriimasi
Abolition of the Sultanate

itilaf Devletleri, toplanacak olan Lozan Barig
Konferansi’ng, 27 Ekim 1922'de Turkiye BUyuk Millet
Meclisi hUkOmeti ile istanbul hikOmetini birlikte davet
etmisti. Bu durum, milli iradenin hdlen istanbul ve
Ankara hiukOmetleri arasinda paylasildid
manasini tastyordu. Ankara hikOmetinin istanbuldaki
hiukOmetin derhal dagitimasini ve itilaf devletleriyle
surdUrUlen iligkilerin kesilmesini bildirmesine karsin
bu teklifin reddedilmesi ve istanbul hikdmetinin
konferansa katilma konusunda israr etmesi Uzerine
saltanatin gelecegiyle ilgili kararin verilme sureci
hizlandirildi. TBMM'de saltanatin kaldiriimasi ile ilgili
gérusmeler 30 Ekim ve 1 Kasim 1922 tarihlerinde
yapildi. 30 Ekimde karar ¢ikmadi ama Turkiye
BUyUk Millet Meclisinin, 1-2 Kasim 1922 tarih ve
308 sayil: “Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi'nin HukOk-1
Hd&kimiyet ve HUkUmrdni'nin MUmessil-i Hakikisi
Olduguna Dair Hey'et-i UmOmiye Kararl” seklinde
kayitlara gegen Meclis kararinda saltanat ve hilafet
makamlari birbirinden ayrilmis; saltanat, istanbul'un
itilaf devletleri tarafindan isgal tarihi olan 16 Mart
1920'den gegerli olmak Uzere kaldirimistir. Hilafet ise
korunmustur. Hilafetin Osmanl hanedanina ait oldugu
kabul edilerek, kimin halife olacagina karar verme
yetkisi TUrkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisine birakilmistir.

The Enfenfe Powers had invited both the
government of the Grand National Assembly of
TUrkiye and the Istanbul Government fo the upcoming
Lausanne Peace Conference on October 27, 1922.
This situation implied that national sovereignty was still
divided between the Istanbul and Ankara governments.
Although the Ankara government demanded the
immediatfe dissolution of the Istanbul government and
the severing of relations with the Enfente Powers, this
proposal was rejected. As the Istanbul government
insisted on parficipating in the conference, the process
of deciding the future of the sulfanate was accelerated.
Deliberations regarding the abolition of the sultanate
took place in the Grand National Assembly on October
30 and November 1, 1922. No decision was reached
on October 30, but the Grand National Assembly’s
resolution dafed November 1-2, 1922, No. 308, fitled
“General Assembly Resolution Regarding the Grand
National Assembly’s Status as the True Representatfive”
recorded in the minutes, the offices of the sulfanate
and the caliphate were separated; the sultanate was
abolished effective March 16, 1920, the dafe of the
Entente invasion of Istanbul. The Caliphate, however,
was preserved. It was acknowledged that the Caliphate
belonged fo the Offoman dynasty, and the authority
to decide who would become Caliph was leff to the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye.
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Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisinin, hukuku hiakimiyet ve hiikiimraninin mii-
messili hakikisi olduguna dair

No.
308

Bir kac asirdir Saray ve Bahiflinin cehalet ve sefaheti yiiziinden Devlet
azim feliketler iginde miithig bir surette calkandiktan sonra nihayet tarihe in-
tikal etmis bulundugu bir anda Osmanh Imparatorlugunun miiessis ve sahibi ha-
kikisi olan Tiirk milleti Anadolu’da hem hariei diigmanlarina karst kiyam et-
mig, hem de o diismanlarla birlesip millet aleyhine harekete gelmig olan Saray
ve Babili aleyhine miicahedeye atilarak Tiivkiye'de Biiyviik Millet Meelisi ve
onun Hilkiimeti ve ordularim  bittegkil hariei diismanlar, Saray ve Bahili ile
fiilen ve miiscllehan ve malim miigkiilita sedide ve mahrumiyeti elime icinde ci-
dale girismis, bugiinkii halds giiniine vasil olmustur.

Tiirk milleti Saray ve Bahilinin Iniyanetini gérdiigi zaman Tesgkiliti Esa-
siye kanununu 1sdar ederek onun birinei maddesiyvle hakimiyeti Padisah’tan
alip bizzat millete ve ikinei maddesiyle icrai ve tesrii kuvvetleri onun yedi kud-
retine vermigtir. Yedinei madde ile de harp ildm, sulh akdi gibi biitiin hukukn
hiikiimraniyi milletin nefsinde cemeylomistir.

Binaenaleyh; o zamandanberi eski Osmanh Imparatorlugu tarihe intikal
edip verine yeni ve millf bir Tiirkiye Devleti, yine o zamandanberi Padisahlik
merfu olup yerine Tiirkiye Biiyiik Mill=t Meeclisi kaim olmustur. Yani bugiin
Tstanbul’da bulunan heyet meveudiyetini usulen himaye edecek hi¢ bir mesru
ve gayricenebi kuvvete ve miizahereti milliyeve malik olmayip bir z1lli zail halin-
dedir. Millet sahsi hiikiimranhk ve saray halki ve etrafimin sefahat: esas1 iize-
rine miiessis bir Saltanat yerine asil halk kiitlesinin ve kéyliiniin hukukunu hi-
maye ve saacetini tekeffiil eden bir halk Hiikiimeti idaresi tesis ve vazetmigtir.

Hal béyle iken Istanbul’da diismanlarla tesriki mesai etmis olanlarin elin
hukuku Hilidfet ve Saltanat ve hukuku Hanedandan hahseylemelerini gormekle
miistagraky hayret bulunuyoruz. Tevfik Paganmin telgrafi kadar garip ve acip
ve hildfi mevika bir vesika tarihte nadir goriilmiistiiv. Binaenaleyh Tiirkiye
Biiyiik Millet Meeclisi berveghiati mevaddi negir ve ilina karar vermigtir:

1. — Tegkilidt1 Esasiye kanuniyle Tiirkiye halki, hukuku hékimivet ve hii-
kiimranisinin miimessili hakikisi olan Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisinin sahsiye-
ti mAneviyvesinde gayrikabili terk ve tecezzi ve ferag olmak iizere temsile ve bil-
fiil istimale ve iradei milliyeye istinat etmiyen hi¢ bir kuvvet ve heyeti tani-
mamaga karar verdigi ecihetle misaka milli hudutlam dahilinde Tiirkive Biiyiik
Millet Meclisi Hiikiimetinden baska sekli Hiikiimeti tamimaz. Binaenaleyh Tiir-
kiye halki hdkimiyeti sahsiyeye miistenit olan Istanbul’daki sekli Hiikiimeti 16
mart 1336 dan itibaren ve ebediyen tarihe miintakil addeylemistir,

2. — Hilafet, Hinedam Ali Osmana aiait olup Halifelige Tiirkiye Biiyiik Mil-
let Meclisi tarafindan bu Héinedanmm ilmen ve ahlikan erset ve esldh olan1 inti-
hap olunur. R

Tiirkiye Devleti Makam Hildfetin istinatgdhdir (Cilt: 24 - Sayfa: 5328).

1/2 tesrinisani 1338

1-2 Kasim 1922 tarih ve 308 sayill Meclis Karari, Parliamentary Resolution No. 308 dated
TBMM Arsivi Novemberl-2, 1922, GNAT Archive
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Lozan Baris Konferansi
Lausanne Peace Conference

Lozan Baris Antlasmasi, Misdk-1 Milli Beyannamesi
gibi, yeni Turk devletinin temel kurulus belgelerinden
biridir. Lozan Konferansi'na, Mudanya gérismelerinde
basarill gérilen ismet Pasa’nin basdelege olarak
goénderilmesi kararlastirimis; bunun icin de Yusuf
Kemal (Tengirsenk) Bey Hariciye Vekilliginden istifa
etmis, yerine ismet Pasa getirilmistir. Lozan'a giden
heyet icinde ayrica ikinci delege olarak Riza Nur,
delege olarak da Hasan Saka yer almistir. Bu heyet
disinda delegasyona yardim edecek ¢ok genis bir
danismanlar grubu da heyette gdreviendirilmistir.

Lozan Konferansi, dnceden belirlenen 13 Kasim
yering, 20 Kasim 1922'de duzenlenen bir térenle
acildi. Gérismelerin bir ara kesintiye ugramasi
nedeniyle konferans iki déneme ayrilir: Birinci Donem
4 Subat 1923%e kadar surmUs; iki bucuk ayr askin bir
aradan sonra baslayan ikinci Dénem ise 23 Nisan
- 24 Temmuz 1923 tarihleri arasinda gergeklesmistir.
Konferansg, Turkiye ile birlikte sekiz devlet mizakereci
olarak katildi. Gérismeler 17 Temmuz'da sona
ermis, ancak delegasyonlarin hikOmetlerinden
gereken yetkiyi almalari icin antlasmanin 24
Temmuz'da imzalanmasi kararlastiriimistl. Torkiye
tarafinin basdelegesi ve Hariciye Vekili ismet Pasa,
24 Temmuz 1923'te Lozan Universitesi Salonu'nda
dizenlenen térende antlasmayi imzalamistir. 143
maddeden olusan bu antlasmayla bagmsiz yeni
bir Turk devletinin kuruldugu dinya devletlerine
ilan edildi. Lozan Baris Antlasmasi ile genel olarak
Misak-1 Millide g&sterilen sinirlar onaylanmis; Hatay
ve Musul bolgelerinin statisUnU kesinlestirme hususlari
sonraya birakilmistir. Lozan Baris Antlasmasinin
imzalanmasindan sonra ingiliz askerleri 2 Ekim 1923'te
istanbuldan cekilmis ve 6 Ekim'de de Turk askeri
istanbul'a girmistir.

The Treaty of Lausanne, like the Natfional Pact, is
one of the founding documents of the new Turkish
stafe. It was decided that Ismet Pasha, who had been
deemed successful in the Mudanya falks, would be
sent as the chief delegate to the Lausanne Conference;
for this purpose, Yusuf Kemal (Tengirsenk) Bey resigned
from his post as Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Ismet
Pasha was appointed in his place. The delegation
traveling fo Lausanne also included Riza Nur as the
second delegate and Hasan Saka as a delegate.

In addition fo this delegation, a very large group of
advisors was assigned fo assist the delegation.

The Lausanne Conference opened with a ceremony
on November 20, 1922, instead of the previously
scheduled datfe of November 13. Due to an inferruption
in the negotiations, the conference was divided info
two sessions: The First Session lasted unfil February
4, 1923; affer a break of more than two and a half
months, The Second Session, which began thereafter,
took place between April 23 and July 24, 1923, Eight
stafes, including Turkiye, parficipated in the conference
as negotiators. The negotiations concluded on July 17,
but it was decided that the treaty would be signed
on July 24 to allow the delegations time to obtfain the
necessary authorization from their governments. The
chief delegate of the Turkish delegatfion and Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Ismet Pasha, signed the freaty at a
ceremony held in the University Hall in Lausanne on July
24,1923, With this freaty, consisting of 143 articles, the
establishment of an independent new Turkish state was
announced fo the natfions of the world. The Treaty of
Lausanne generally ratfified the borders outlined in the
Natfional Pact; however, the determination of the stafus
of the Hatay and Mosul regions was deferred to a later
date. Following the signing of the Treaty of Lausanne,
British troops withdrew from Istanbul on October 2,
1923, and Turkish froops entered Istanbul on October 6.
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Hariciye Vekili ismet (inéni) Pasa,

Lozan Universitesi Téren Salonu'nda,

Lozan Antlasmasini imzalarken (24 Temmuz 1923)
(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf Albimd, 122695409)
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Foreign Minister ismet (indnl) Pasha signing the Treaty of
Lausanne in the Ceremony Hall Hallof the University of
Lausanne (July 24, 1923). Source: Anadolu Agency Photo
Album (122695409)



Cumbhuriyet‘in ilani
Proclamation of the Republic

28-29 Ekim aksami Cankaya Késki'nde bazi
arkadaslaryla bir araya gelen Mustafa Kemal
Pasa, Millet Meclisinde zorlugun Anayasa’dan
dogdugunu, ¢unkd yasama organi ile yiritme
organi arasindaki iliskilerin iyi dizenlenmedigini ileri
sUrdy. Bu nedenle Anayasa’yl, Cumhuriyet'in ilanini
mUmMkUn kilacak sekilde degistirmeyi teklif efti. Bu
disunceyi uygulamak icin Anayasa’da yapilmasi
gereken degisiklikle ilgili kanun tasarisi hazirlandi.
Meclis Genel Kurulu'nda Anayasa Komisyonunun
“Teskilat-1 EsGsiye Kanunu’nun Bazi Mevaddinin
Tavzihan Ta'diline Dair Kanun” bashgi altinda
dizenledigi maddeler ele alindi. 12 maddeden olusan
29 Ekim 1923 tarihli Anayasa degisikligi, var olan
ama adi konmamis bir durumu acgikiga kavusturmayi
amaglamaktaydi. Yapilan degisiklikle, 1921 tarihli
Teskilat-1 Es@siye Kanununun 1. maddesinin sonuna:
“TUrkiye Devletinin sekl-i hUkOmeti, cumhuriyettir”.
hUkmU eklendi. Béylece, 3 - 4 yildir filli olarak var
olan uygulamanin adi konmus oldu. Bu uygulamayla
amag, daha gicli ve nispeten Meclisten bagimsiz
bir hGkdmet olusturmakt. Bu degisiklikle, Meclis
hUkOmeti sisteminden kabine sistemine gegilmis oldu.
1923 Anayasa degisiklikleri, 1921in Meclis hUkOmeti
sisteminden 1924 tarihli Tegkilat-1 EsGsiye Kanunu’na
gecisi saglayan bir kanun degdisikligi niteligindeydi.

On the evening of Octfober 28-29, Mustafa Kemal
Pasha gathered with some friends af the Cankaya
Mansion and argued that the difficulty in the National
Assembly stemmed from the Constitution, because
the relationship between the legislative and executive
branches was not properly regulated. For this reason,
he proposed amending the Constifution in a way
that would make the proclamation of the republic
possible. To implement this idea, a draft law regarding
the necessary amendments fo the Constitution was
prepared. The Plenary of the General Assembly
discussed the articles draffed by the Committee on
Constitution under the fitle “Law on the Explanatfory
Amendment of Cerfain Articles of the Constitution.” The
constitutional amendment, consisting of 12 articles and
dated October 29, 1923, aimed to clarify an existing
but unnamed situation. With this amendment, the
following provision was added to the end of Article
1 of the 1921 Constitution: “The form of government
of the Turkish Statfe is a republic” Thus, the practice
that had been in effect for three to four years was
officially named. The aim of this system was fo establish
a stronger and relatively independent government.
With this amendment, the transition was made from
the Parliamentary Government system fo the cabinet
system. The 1923 constitutional amendments constituted
a legislative change facilitating the transition from the
1921 parliamentary government system fo the 1924
Constitution.
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Cumhurbagkani Mustafa Kemal Pasa, President Mustafa Kemal Pasha with
Basbakan Ismet Pasa ile birlikte Prime Minister ismet Pasha
(1 Ocak 1923) (January 1, 1923)
(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUma, 122695720) (Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album (122695720)
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1924 Anayasasi
The 1924 Constitution

Anayasa tasarisi, Meclisin KanoOn-1 Esdsi Encimeni
tarafindan hazirlandi ve 9 Mart 1924 tarihinde
TBMM'nin gindemine girdi. Komisyon, hazirlik
asamasinda 1875 Fransiz Anayasasi ve 1921 Polonya
Anayasasi’ndan yararlandi. 20 Nisan 1924 tarihinde,
491 sayili Kanun olarak, gugler birligi esasina
dayanan 105 maddelik Teskilat-1 Esasiye Kanuny,
yogun gecen tartismalar sonrasinda oy ¢oklugu ile
TBMMde kabul edildi.

1924 Anayasasi 36 yil yirUrltkte kaldi. Bu zaman
zarfindag, 27 Mayis 1960'taki askeri darbeye kadar
yedi kez degdisiklik gecirdi. 1924 Anayasasi, devlet
sistemini dayandirdiyi esaslar bakimindan bir dnceki
Anayasa’yl tekrarlamaktaydi. Anayasa’da yasama
ve yUrUtme yetkisi Meclise verilirken, hUkOmetin
Meclis tarafindan her zaman dusirUlebilecedi
ongorilmekteydi. Buna karsilik hUkOmete Meclisi
feshetme yetkisi faninmamisti. Ancak, yiritme
yetkisinin kullanimi Cumhurbaskani ve Bakanlar
Kurulundaydi. Cumhurbaskaninin Meclis tarafindan
bir yasama vyili icin sec¢ilmesi 6ngdrulurken,
Cumhurbaskanina siyasi sorumsuzluk ve “karsi-imza”
yetkisi de taniniyordu. HOkOmetin kurulus ydntemi ve
ortak sorumlulugu agisindan da parlamenter esaslar
6ngorulmekteydi.

The draft constitution was prepared by the
Assembly’s Committee on Constitution and was placed
on the agenda of the Grand National Assembly of
Turkiye on March 9, 1924. During the preparafory phase,
the committee drew upon the 1875 French Constitution
and the 1921 Polish Constitution. On April 20, 1924,
following infense debates, the 105-arficle Constitution
of the Republic, based on the principle of the unity of
powers, was adopted by a majority vote in the Grand
National Assembly as Law No. 491.

The 1924 Constitution remained in effect for 36 years.
During this period, it underwent seven amendments
until the military coup of May 27, 1960. In terms of the
principles upon which it based the stafe system, the
1924 Constitution essentially replicated the previous
Constitution. While the Constitution granted legislative
and executive authority fo the Assembly, it provided that
the government could be dismissed by the Assembly at
any fime. In confrast, the government was not granted
the authority to dissolve the Assembly. However, the
exercise of executive authority rested with the President
and the Council of Ministers. While the President was fo
be elected by the Assembly for a legislative term, the
President was also granted polifical immunity and the
authority of “counter- signature.” Parliamentary principles
were also established regarding the method of forming
the government and collective responsibility.
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1924 Anayasasi kanun 6énunde egsitlikten
kisi dokunulmazliding; iskence, eziyet, angarya
yasagindan kisi 6zgurlugune, vicdan ve din
6zgurltgunden dusunce ve ifade &zgurligiune kadar
tim sivil ve siyasal hak ve 6zgurlUkleri givence
alfina almaktayd. Yargr yetkisi millet adina bagimsiz
mahkemelere taninirken, hdkimlerin gérevlerinde
badimsiz olduklari belirtiliyordu.

1924 Anayasasl, 1928, 1934 ve 1937 yillarinda bazi
degisikliklere ugradi. Bu dedisikliklerden 10 Nisan
1928 tarihli degisiklikle devletin dininin islam oldugu
yonundeki hUkUm Anayasa’'dan cikartilarak, devletin
laiklesmesinin 6nU agildi. 5 Aralik 1934 tarihinde
yapilan degisiklikle kadinlara se¢gme ve secilme
hakki tfanindi. 5 Subat 1937'deki degdisiklikler ise daha
kapsamliyds; tek parti rejiminin alfi umdesi/ilkesi
Anayasa’ya dahil edildi ve devletin nitelikleri héline
getirildi.

The 1924 Constitution guaranteed all civil and
polifical rights and freedoms, ranging from equality
before the law and the inviolability of the person fo
the prohibition of torture, cruel and inhuman freatment,
and forced labor; from personal liberty to freedom of
conscience and religion; and from freedom of thought
to freedom of expression. While judicial authority was
vested in independent courfs and it was sfipulated that
judges were independent in the performance of their
dufies.

The 1924 Consfitution underwent several
amendments in 1928, 1934, and 1937. Among these
amendments, the one dated April 10, 1928, removed
the provision stafing that the state religion was Islam,
thereby paving the way for the secularizafion of the
state. The amendment enacted on December 5, 1934,
granfed women the right to vofe and to hold office.
The amendments of February 5, 1937, were more
comprehensive; the six principles of the single-party
regime were incorporated info the Consfitution and
established as the state’s fundamental characteristics.

Tegkiliti Esasiye kanunu

HNo.
491

Birinei fasil
Ahkdmy esasiye
BIRINCI MADDE — Tiirkiye Devleti bir Camburiyettir.
IKINCI MADDE — Tiirkiye Devletinin dini, dini islamdir; resmi dili tiirkge-

dir; makarr1 Ankara gehridir,

UCUNCU MADDE — Hakimiyet bilikaydii sart milletindir.

DORDUNCI MADDE — Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meelisi, milletin yegiine ve ha-
kiki miimessili olup millet namina hakkl hikimiyeti istimal eder.

BESINCI MADDE — Tesri salahiyeti ve icra kudreti Biiyitk Millet Meclisinde

tecelli ve temerkiiz eder.

ALTINCL MADDE — Meclis, tesrii salihivetind bizzat istimal eder.
YEDINCIL MADDE — Mecelis, icra saldhiyetini, kendi tarafindan miintahap
Reisicumhur ve onun tiyin edeeegi bir Jera Vekilleri Heyeti marifetiyle istimal

eder,

Meelis, Hiikiimeti her vakit murakabe ve iskat cdebilir.
SEKIZINCL MADDE — Hakla kaza, millet vamana, usulii ve kanunn daivesin-
de miistakil mehakim tavafindan istimal olunur,



Mustafa Kemal Atatirk’Gn Vefath ve
ismet inéni'nin Cumhurbaskani Secilmesi

Passing Away of Mustafa Kemal Atatirk
and Election of ismet in6niU As President

Torkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin ilkk Cumhurbaskani Maresal
Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, 10 Kasim 1938de
Dolmabahge Sarayr’nda hayata veda etti. O'nun
vefat, hem Turkiye'de hem de Turkiye sinirlari disinda
bUyUk UzOntUyle karsilandi. 1924 Anayasasinin 33.
maddesine gore, TBMM Baskani Abdulhalik Renda
Cumhurbaskanligina vekdélet etmeye basladi. Renda,
11 Kasim gunU milletvekillerini yeni Cumhurbagkanini
se¢mek Uzere TBMMde toplantiya ¢adirdi. CHP'nin
adayi ismet IndnU idi. TBMM oy birligiyle ismet
inénU’yU Turkiye Cumhuriyetimin ikinci Cumhurbaskani
secti. ismet Indni'niin Cumhurbaskani secilmesiyle
“Ebedi Sef Dénemi” sona ermis, “Milli Sef Dénemi”
baslamisti.

Marshall Ghazi Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, the first
President of the Republic of Turkiye, passed away on
November 10, 1938, at Dolmabahce Palace. His passing
away was met with great sorrow both in Turkiye and
beyond ifs borders. In accordance with Arficle 33 of
the 1924 Constitution, Speaker of the Grand National
Assembly Abdulhalik Renda began acting President.

On November 11, Renda summoned the members of
parliament fo a session at the Grand National Assembly
to elect a new President. The CHP’s candidate was
Ismet INdNU. The GNAT unanimously elected ismet Indni
as the second President of the Republic of Turkiye.

With Ismet Indni’s election as President, the “Era of the
Eternal Leader” came to an end, and the “Era of the

National Leader” began.

Atatirk'Un vefatl Uzerine Cumhurbaskani secilen ismet inén,
Meclis kUrsUsinde yemin ederek géreve baslarken

(1 Kasim 1938)

Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf Aloimu, 122690930)

Ismet Indny, who was elected President following Atatirk’s passing, took

the oath of office at the parliamentary podium (November 1, 1938)
Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album (122690930)
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16 Kasim 1938 tarihinde Atatirk'Un naasi Dolmabahge On November 16, 1938, AtatUrk’s corpse was laid in state in the
Sarayl Muayede Salonu’nda katafalka konuldu. Muayede (Reception) Hall of Dolmabahce Palace
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20 Kasim 1938 tarihinde AtatirkGn naasi Ankara Garrnda On November 20, 1938, as Atatirk’s corpse was faken from the train
frenden alinip top arabasi ile Meclise g&tUrulirken at Ankara Station and fransporfed to the Parliament by gun carriage
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COK PARTILI HAYATA GECIS
TRANSITION TO A MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM

DEMOKRAT PARTI

PROGRAM
VE

TUzlK

Demokrat ve Milli Kalkinma Partileri The cover of the Democratic Party’s program and
tGzUk kitapgiklar bylaws booklet
(Kaynak: iBB, Atatirk Kitaphdi) (Source: Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, AtatUrk Library)
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Cok Partili Hayata Gegis

Transition to a Multi-Party System

Savas sonrasi olusan yeni dinya dizeninde
tercihini “demokrasi cephesi” olarak adlandirilan Bati
blogu tarafinda yapan Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti, siyasi ve
ekonomik yapisini da buna gdére yeniden tasarlamak
zorunda kaldi. Uluslararasi politikada ortaya ¢ikan
bu yeni gic dengesi, Turkiye'nin i¢ politikasini da
etkiledi. Tek parti sisteminin sonlandiriip ¢ok partili
parlamentoya gecilme disincesi, bir bakima ABD
ve Avrupa devletleriyle daha yakin iliskiler kurmanin
caresi olarak géruldu.

II. Dinya Savasl sonrasinda Turkiyenin demokrasi
cephesinde yer alma arzusy, serbest secime dayanan
liberal demokrasiye gecise zemin hazirladi. Aslinda
yurt icinde de muhalif sesler artmaya baglamisti.
Nitekim Milli Korunma Kanunu (18 Ocak 1940),

Varlik Vergisi (11 Kasim 1942) ve Toprak Mahsulleri
Vergisi (Haziran 1943) gibi asirt devletci ekonomi
politikalari; yeni sermayedar, girisimci ve kirsaldaki
toprak sahipleri agisindan t0rld zorluklara sebep
oluyordu. Bu kesimler, savas sonrasi olusan ekonomik
buhranin ancak liberal politikalarla asilabilecegini
dusunUyorlardi. Cift¢iyi Topraklandirma Kanunu ise
muhalefet halkasini daha da genisletti. HOkOmetin,
kigUk zirai gruplarin lehine oldugu dusUncesi ile
yaptidi bu toprak reformu dizenlemesi, buyik toprak
sahiplerini iktidar partisinden soguturken, siyasi
muhalefeti de artirdi.

In the new world order that emerged affer the war,
the Republic of Turkiye, having aligned itself with the
Western bloc—referred fo as the “democracy front”—
was compelled fo redesign its political and economic
structure accordingly. This new balance of power in
infernatfional politics also influenced Turkiye’s domestic
politics. The idea of ending the single-party system and
transitioning to a multi-party parliament was, in a sense,
seen as a means of establishing closer fies with the

United Stafes and European nations.

[I. TOrkiye's desire to join the democratic camp
following World War Il paved the way for a transition
to a liberal democracy based on free elections. In fact,
dissenting voices had begun to grow within the country
as well. Indeed, overly state-centric economic policies
such as the National Defense Act (January 18, 1940),
the Wealth Tax (November 11, 1942), and the Agricultural
Products Tax (June 1943) were causing various difficulties
for new capitalists, enfrepreneurs, and rural landowners.
These groups believed that the post-war economic
crisis could only be overcome through liberal policies.
The Land Reform Law further expanded the ranks of
the opposition. This land reform inifiafive, which the
government implemented with the infention of favoring
small agriculfural groups, alienated large landowners
from the ruling party while also infensifying political

opposition.
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Sec¢im sonuglarinin belli oimaya baslamasindan sonra Demokrat
Parti Genel Baskani Celal Bayar (solda), Adnan Menderes
(sagda) ve Osman Sevki Cicekdad (Menderes'in sadinda),
Ankara RiUzgarh Sokak'taki Ankara

il idare Kurulu Binasi'na giderlerken (15 Mayis 1950)

(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUma, 122690138)
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Affer the election results began to come in, Democratic Party
Chairman Celal Bayar (left), Adnan Menderes (right), and
Osman Sevki Cicekdag (fo Menderes’s right) are seen heading
fo the Ankara ProvincialAdministration Building on Ruzgarli
Street in Ankara (May 15, 1950)

(Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album (122690138)



Demokrat Partinin Kurulusu ve
Parlamentoda Cok Partili Dénem

Founding of the Democratic Party and

Multi-Party Era in Parliament

CHP icinde alttan alta gelisen muhalefet,
Mecliste ilk kez 14 Mayis 1945'te ele alinan Ciftciyi
Topraklandirma Kanunu gérismeleri sirasinda agiga
¢ikt. Kanun Mecliste gorusUlurken, CHP'deki muhalif
milletvekillerinden Celal Bayar, Adnan Menderes, M.
Fuad Koéprili ve Refik Koralfanin imzaladig, tarihe
ve TUrk siyasi literatirine “Dortlo Takrir” olarak
gegen oOnerge, 7 Haziran'da CHP Meclis Grubuna
verildi. Onergede, genel olarak Ulkede ve parti icinde
siyasal liberallesme talep edilirken, butin dinyanin
demokrasi yolunda hizla ilerledigine, Turkiye'nin de
bu akimdan ayri kalamayacagina vurgu yapiliyordu.
11 Haziran 1945te Ciftciyi Topraklandirma Kanunu
TBMM'de kabul edilirken ertesi gin de CHP Meclis
Grubunda “Dortl Takrir” gorisildu ve reddedildi.

Ayni gUnlerde Menderes ve K&pruli'nin énergede
yer alan taleplerini ve elestirilerini basin yoluyla
tekrarlamalari CHP y&netiminin tepkisini cekti ve 21
EylUl'de Menderes ve KoprilU partiden ihrag edildiler.
Bayar da bu karari protesto ederek, 28 Eylil'de
milletvekilliginden istifa etti. 27 Kasim'da CHP ydnetimi,
bu kez de muhaliflerden Koraltan'i partiden ihrag
efti. Daha 6nce milletvekilliginden istifa eden Bayar,
3 Aralikta bu kez CHP'den de istifa etti. Bdylece
ileride Demokrat Partiyi (DP) kuracak olan muhalif
milletvekillerinden dérdinin CHP ile iliskileri kesilmis
oldu.

The opposition brewing beneath the surface
within the CHP came fo light during the parliamentary
debates on the Land Reform Act, which were first
taken up on May 14, 1945, While the law was being
debated in Parliament, a motion signed by dissenting
CHP deputies Celal Bayar, Adnan Menderes, M. Fuad
Kopruly, and Refik Koraltan—which went down in history
and Turkish political literature as the “Four-Member
Motion”"—was submitted fo the CHP Parliamentary
Group on June 7. The motion called for palifical
liberalization both within the country and within the
party, emphasizing that the entire world was rapidly
advancing foward democracy and that Turkiye could
not remain isolated from this trend. On June 11, 1945, the
Land Reform Law was passed by the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye, and the following day, the “Four-
Member Motion” was debated and rejected by the
CHP Parliamentary Group.

Around the same time, Menderes and Koprulu's
repetition of the demands and crificisms contained in
the motion through the press drew the CHP leadership’s
ire, and on Sepfember 21, Menderes and KoprUlu were
expelled from the party. Bayar also protested this
decision and resigned from his seat in parliament on
September 28. On November 27, the CHP leadership
expelled Koraltan, another dissident, from the party.
Bayar, who had previously resigned from his seat
in parliament, resigned from the CHP as well on
December 3. Thus, the ties of four dissident members
of parliament—who would lafer go on to establish the
Democratic Party (DP)—with the CHP were severed.
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T.C.

Resmi Gazete

Enruluy taribi: 7 Ekim 1336 - 1820

Tdare vo pan [penl s
Eapbaiashl Negrigal ve Nademwemal

13 HAZIRAN 1943

SAYT : G0az

v Miridgins CUMA
el alumwr
LW
Cifrgivd Topraklandirmas Kanuno Merm mraes: Tards, bal, babos Balmde kelamlmiyas ve Sserinds
Bayven oftatlahilen srasdir.
Kabul wmrili: 1)0E TS Mudde 3 _ Bu hanufmes uypsaanmassds yus dipued olarak ddedies

BIRINCT BOLTM
Cowtl hukumber

Masde | _ Pu kanunun guitegil baghes makssilar guninrdr:

a} Arazim gimuyss wveys yotmoyen giigden veys giftclfic yapmak
isliyemien, muelen 1 barbkie pepemiermn safisyacale ve iy Ewvsetleonms
degtrlendrecek biguds arsniye asbo klmak;

B] Kesddér=a arass verleaierls yiter inashil Balunup EREal vAs
Enlan aknl olan gifigfarden melisg bolmanlera kurylug, searme v g
vififa seFmayess, canli ve canEE demicbay varmeh;

&) Yust topravlannis surtil clarak spenmesin aadlamak

Madde I Arsmde s, dlaim, bakim o pelgirma yollunple ne-
baf, hayves weys hayvan malesler wbhedods buluamays veys e
matsulleng yélspinch tarahsdas glaup digerlendrilnmlae sfullge
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The Land Reform Law,
June 11, 1945

Ciftciyi Topraklandirma Kanunuy,
11 Haziran 1945
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COK PARTILI HAYATA GECIS
TRANSITION TO A MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM

CHP'den ayrilan grup 7 Ocak 1946'da Celal
Bayarin baskanliginda DPyi resmen kurdular. Ayni
gun partinin program ve t0z0gu agiklandi. DP’'nin
85 maddeden olusan programi, genel itibariyla
iki ana gorus, liberalizm ve demokrasi etrafinda
sekillenmisti. Programda; partinin siyasal amacinin
Ulke genelinde demokrasinin genis ve ileri dUzeyde
gerceklestirilecedi, ydonetimin halkin denetiminde
olacag, temel hak ve &zgirlUklere genis yer
verilecedi, laikligin dinsizlik olarak gérilmedigi ve dini
6zgurl0gun diger 6zgurlUkler kadar 6nemli oldugu,
ekonomik faaliyetlerde &zel girisimin ve sermayenin
esas oldugu, tek dereceli ve guvenlidin esas alindid
bir secim sisteminin saglanacagdi gibi ilkelere yer
verilmisti. Milli Kalkinma Partisi ve Demokrat Partinin
kurulmasi ile baslayan ¢cok partili parlamentoya gecis
sureci, 13 partinin daha icisleri Bakanligindan kurulus
izni almasiyla farkl bir boyuta ulast. Bu dénemde
kurulan partilerden bazilari sunlardir: TUrkiye Sosyalist
Partisi, Liberal Demokrat Parti, Sosyal Adalet Partisi,
TUrkiye Sosyalist Emekci ve K&ylu Partisi, Ergenekon
K&ylo ve isci Partisi, Turk Sosyal Demokrat Partisi,
Turkiye isci ve Ciftci Partisi, islam Koruma Partisi, Yurt
Gérev Partisi, Aritma Koruma Partisi, Yalniz Vatan icin
Partisi. Cesitli géruslerden ve edilimlerden olusan bu
partilerin bUyUk bir kismi, muhtelif sebeplerden dolayi

uzun dmUrli olamamistir.
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The group that split from the CHP officially founded
the DP on January 7, 1946, under the leadership of
Celal Bayar. The party’s program and charfer were
announced on the same day. The DP’s 85-arficle
program was generally shaped around two main
principles: liberalism and democracy. The program
stated that the party’s political objective was to
achieve democracy at a broad and advanced
level throughout the counfry, and that governance
It incorporated principles such as ensuring that the
state would be under public oversight, giving ample
scope fo fundamental rights and freedoms, ensuring
that secularism was not equated with atheism and
that religious freedom was considered as important
as other freedoms, establishing that private enferprise
and capital were the foundation of economic activities,
and ensuring a single- round electoral system based
on security. The fransifion to a multi-party parliamentary
system, which began with the establishment of the
National Development Party and the Democratic
Party, reached a new level when 13 additional parties
received authorization fo form from the Ministry of the
Inferior. Some of the parties established during this
period include: the Socialist Party of Turkiye, the Liberal
Democratic Party, the Social Justice Party, the Turkish
Socialist

Workers” and Peasants’ Party, Ergenekon Peasants’
and Workers” Party, Turkish Social Democratic Party,
Turkish Workers” and Farmers’ Party, Islamic Profection
Party, Homeland Duty Party, Purification Profection
Party, Party for the Homeland Alone. Most of these
parties, which represenfted a variety of views and
tendencies, did not last long for various reasons.
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L ()

'\ %
Demokrat Parti Genel Baskani Celal Bayar (solda) Democratic Party Chairman Celal Bayar (left) with his colleagues
ve arkadaslari Fuad Képrilu (sag 6n) ile Adnan Fuad Koprulu (front righf) and Adnan Menderes (back right)
Menderes (sag arkada) 1950 secimleri sonrasi bir together after the 1950 elections (May 16, 1950)
arada (16 Mayis 1950) (Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album (122690133)

(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf Albimu, 122690133)
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1961 Anayasasi
The 1961 Constitution

27 Mayis askeri darbesiyle baslayan yeni do-
nemde, 15 Ekim 1961'de yapilan se¢imler sonrasinda
parlamento toplanana kadar butin yetkiler Milli
Birlik Komitesinin (MBK) uhdesindeydi. Kurucu Meclis
binyesinde yeni Anayasa'yl hazirlamak Uzere
Temisilciler Meclisi Uyeleri arasindan, 20 kisiden
olusan bir Anayasa Komisyonu kuruldu. Komisyon,
Prof Enver Ziya Karal ve Prof Turhan Feyziodlu'nun
baskaniginda 9 Ocak'ta ¢calismaya basladi ve
¢calismalarini 27 Mayis 1961 tarihine kadar sordordi.
Yaklasik dért buguk ayda hazirlanan yeni Anayasa
tasarisi dnce Temsilciler Meclisinde tartisildi, ardindan
da MBK'de ele alindi. Tartismalar sonrasinda bazi
ilavelerle, 27 Mayis 1961 tarihinde Kurucu Meclisin
birlesik foplantisinda 260 kabul ve 2 ¢ekimser oyla
son seklini aldl.

Anayasa, 20 Temmuz 1961 tarihinde Resmi
Gazetede yaymlanarak yirirlige girdi. “Baslangic”
bélimU 157 madde ve 22 gecici maddeden olusan
1961 Anayasasl, 1961-1980 vyillari arasinda bazi kigik
degisiklikler disinda yUrUrlikte kaldi. Bu Anayasa ayni
zamanda, Osmanli-Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Anayasalari
icinde, o zamana kadarki en uzun Anayasa olarak
tarihteki yerini ald.

1961 Anayasasl dnceki ve sonrakilere gore, ilk
bakista olduk¢ca hirriyetci ve sivil fopluma dncelik
veren maddelere sahipti. Ancak, TBMM'nin yasama,
hUkOmetin de yUrUtme gicini baska kurum ve
kuruluslara verilen yetki ve dokunulmazliklarla
dengeleyen 1961 Anayasasinin esas manfig, bir
daha higbir secilmis siyasetci grubunun, DP'nin sahip
oldugu gUce kavusamamasiydi.

In the new era that began with the May 27
military coup, all powers remained with the National
Unity Committee (MBK) untfil the parliament convened
following the elections held on Ocfober 15, 1961. A
20-member Constitutional Committee was established
within the Founding Assembly to draft the new
constitution, comprising members of the House of
Representatives. The Committee, chaired by Prof. Enver
Ziya Karal and Prof. Turhan Feyzioglu, began its work
on January 9 and continued its activities unfil May
27,1961, The draft of the new Constitution, prepared
over approximately four and a half months, was first
debafed in the House of Representatfives and then
reviewed by the MBK. Following the debates, with some
amendments, it fook its final form on May 27, 1961, af a
joint session of the Founding Assembly, with 260 votes in
favor and 2 abstenfions.

The Constifution entfered into force upon ifs

publication in the Official Gazetfte on July 20, 1961.

The 1961 Constitution, consisting of a “Preamble,” 157
arficles and 22 fransitional provisions, remained in force
from 1961 to 1980, with the exception of some minor
amendments. This Consfitution also fook ifs place in
history as the longest Constitution among the Ottoman
and Turkish Republic Constitutions up to that fime.

Compared to ifs predecessors and successors, the
1961 Constitution, at first glance, contained provisions
that were quite liberal and prioritized civil society.
However, the underlying logic of the 1961 Constitution—
which balanced the legislative power of the Grand
Nafional Assembly and the executive power of the
government through the authority and immunity granfed
to other institutions and organizations—was fo ensure
that no group of elected politicians could ever again
affain the level of power held by the DP.
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Milli Birlik Komitesi Baskani, Devlet ve HUkOmet Baskani, Turk Silahli
Kuvvetleri Baskomutani Org. Cemal Gursel (sagda) komutanlarla,
Hava Kuvvetleri Komutani Korg. thsan Orgin (Girselin saginda
koyu renk sapkal), Deniz Kuvvetleri Komutani Ora. Fahri KorutUrk
(sag arkada)

(3 Haziran 1960)

(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUma, 122685464)

Chairman of the National Unity Committee, Head of State and
Government, and Commander-in-Chief of the Turkish Armed Forces,
Gen. Cemal Gursel (right), with- commanders: Air Force Commander
Lt Gen. Ihsan Orgin (to Gursel's right, wearing a dark-colored hat),

and Navy Commander Adm. Fahri KorutUrk (back right) (June 3, 1960)
(Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album (122685464)
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TBMMin, Osmanli Dénemi'ndeki Meclis-i Ayan
benzeri bir Cumhuriyet Senatosu ile iki kamarali

héle getirilmesi, Anayasa Mahkemesine kanunlari
veto hakki taninmasi, secim sisteminde nispi temsile
gegcilerek kic¢tk partilerin Meclise girmesinin
saglanmasi, Universite ve sendikalara 6zerk hareket
alanlari saglanmasi, Genelkurmay Bagkanhiginin Milli
Savunma Bakanligina badl oimaktan ¢ikartimasi,
Devlet Planlama Teskilatinin kurularak ekonomik
alanda yeniden planl ekonomiye gegilmesinin
arkasinda yatan da esasen buydu. Yeni ddnemde
Anayasa Mahkemesi, Milli GUvenlik Kuruly, YUksek
Hakimler Kurulu, YOksek Savcilar Kurulu gibi kurumiar,
1961 Anayasasi ile Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin dengeleyici
yeni kurumlari arasina katildi.

1961 Anayasasi’na gére parlamento iki meclisliydi.
Bunlar; Millet Meclisi ve Cumhuriyet Senatosu idi.
Millet Meclisi, nispi temsil sistemiyle ve genel oyla
dort yiligina segilen 450 milletvekilinden olusuyordu.

Cumbhuriyet Senatosunda gelis yerleri itibariyla
U¢ grup senatdr vardi. Sayilart 150 olan birinci grup
Uyeler, alti yiligina genel oylamayla halk tarafindan
secilirdi. Sayilari 15 olan ikinci grup Uyeler ise alh
yiligina Cumhurbaskani tarafindan atanirdi. Her iki
¢esit Uyenin Cumhuriyet Senatosuna secilmeleri ya da
atanmalar, alti yilda bir degil, iki yilda bir yapilirdi.
Boylece her iki yilda bir Cumhuriyet Senatosu
Uyelerinin Ucte biri yenilenirdi. Bu se¢imlere genelde,
Ucte bir kismi yenileme secgimleri denilirdi. Cumhuriyet
Senatosundaki U¢UncU grup Uyeler ise tabii Uyelerdi
(senatdrlerdi) ve dmir boyu gérevde kalirlardi.
Bunlar da kendi iclerinde iki gruba ayrilirdi. Birincisi,
13 Aralik 1960 tarih ve 157 sayili Kanun'un altinda
adlari bulunan MBK baskan ve Uyeleri; ikincisi ise
eski Cumhurbagkanlari. Tabii senatdrler, Cumhuriyet
Senatosunda Milli Birlik Grubu (MBG) adi altinda bir
araya gelmislerdi.

6/

The transformation of the GNAT info a bicameral
legislature with a Republican Senate similar to the
Meclis-i Ayan of the Ottoman era, the granting of

vefo power over laws fo the Constitutional Courf, the
shiff fo a proportional representatfion system in the
electoral system to ensure small parfies could enter
Parlioment, and the provision of autonomous spheres

of action for universities and frade unions, removing the
General Staff from its subordination fo the Ministry of
National Defense, and establishing the State Planning
Organization to fransition back fo a planned economy—
these were essentially the underlying reasons. In the
new erg, institutions such as the Constitutional Court, the
National Security Council, the High Council of Judges,
and the High Council of Prosecutors joined the ranks

of the Republic of Turkiye’s new balancing institutions
under the 1961 Consfitution.

Under the 1961 Constitution, the parliament was
bicameral. These were the National Assembly and
the Senatfe of the Republic. The National Assembly
consisted of 450 members of parliament, elected
for a four-year term by universal suffrage under a
proporfional representation system.

In the Senate of the Republic, there were three
groups of senators based on their places of origin. The
first group, consisting of 150 members, was elected by
the people through a general election for a six-year
term. The second group, consisting of 15 members, was
appointed by the President for a six-year term. The
election or appoinfment of members of both groups
to the Senafe of the Republic took place not every
six years, but every two years. Thus, every two years,
one-third of the members of the Senate of the Republic
were renewed. These elections were generally referred
to as “one-third partial renewal elections.” The third
group of members in the Senate of the Republic were
ex officio members (senatfors) and served for life. They
were also divided into fwo subgroups. The first consisted
of the Chairman and members of the MBK listed in
Law No. 157 dated December 13, 1960; the second were
former presidents. Of course, the senafors had come
together in the Senate of the Republic under the name
of the National Unity Group (MBG).
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Cumbhuriyet Senatosuna genel oyla Uye secilebilmek
icin 40 yasini doldurmak ve yUksekdgrenim yapmis
olmak sarti aranirdi. Bu nedenle halk arasinda
Senato Uyelerine “Okumuglar” diye de hitap edilirdi.
Buna karsin milletvekili secilebilmek icin 30 yasini
bitirmis olmak ve Turkge okuyup yazmak kosullari
yeterliydi. Milletvekillerinin gdrev stresi dért yil olup,
secimler de normal sartlarda doért yilda bir yapilirdi.
Cumbhuriyet Senatosunun yasama yetkisi sinirlydi

ve Millet Meclisine tabiydi. iki Meclis bir arada,
Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisini olusturmaktaydi ve
bitin yasalar Millet Meclisinden ve Cumhuriyet
Senatosundan ge¢mek zorundaydi.

To be elected as a member of the Senafe of the
Republic by popular vote, one had fo be af least 40
years old and have completed higher education. For
this reason, Senate members were also referred to as
“the Educated” among the public. In confrast, fo be
elected as a deputy, it was sufficient to have reached
the age of 30 and fo be able fo read and write in
Turkish. The term of office for MPs was four years,
and elections were normally held every four years.
The legislative authority of the Senatfe of the Republic
was limited, and it was subordinate to the National
Assembly. Together, the two chambers formed the
Grand Natfional Assembly of Turkiye, and all laws were
required to pass through both the Natfional Assembly
and the Senate of the Republic.

27 Mayis ihtilalinden sonra olusan il Komitesi Uyelerinden
olusan Kurucu Meclis ilk toplantida
(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUmu, 122684985)
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The Founding Assembly, composed of members of the Provincial
Committees formed affer the May 27 Coup, at ifs first meeting.
(Source: Anadolu Agency Photo Album)



1982 Anayasasi
The 1982 Constitution

Torkiye Cumhuriyeti 12 EylUl 1980 tarihinde askeri
bir darbeyle karsilast. Anayasa askiya alind, siyasi
partiler kapatildi, parti lider ve yonetici kadrolari
gozaltina alindi ve yargilandi. Basbakanhgin
Suleyman Demirelin yaphd hUkGmet gbrevden alindi,
TBMM lagvedildi, bir¢cok siyasiye yasak geldi.

Yonetime el koyan askeri gig, Milli GUvenlik
Konseyi ile Danisma Meclisinden olusan bir "Kurucu
Meclis" olusturdu, iki yil icinde yeni Anayasa taslagdi
hazirlandi. Anayasa taslagi 7 Kasim 1982 tarihinde
halk oylamasina sunuldu ve %91,37 oy oraniyla kabul
edildi.

1982 Anayasasi ile getirilen en bUyUk yenilik, fek
meclis sistemine geri dénulmesiydi. YUrUtme biraz
daha giclendirildi. Ozgurliklerin sinirlandiriimasi
konusunda yeni ve keskin &lguler getirildi, temel hak
ve hdrriyetler biraz daha kisitland..

1982 Anayasasi'na gore Turkiye Devleti bir
cumhuriyettir. Turkiye Cumhuriyeti, foplumun huzury,
milli dayanisma ve adalet anlayisi icinde, insan
haklarina saygil, Atatirk milliyetciligine bagl,
baslangi¢ta belirtilen temel ilkelere dayanan,
demokratik, laik ve sosyal bir hukuk devletidir.
Devlet, Ulkesi ve millefiyle bélinmez bir bitindur. Dili
Torkcedir. Bayrag, sekli kanununda belirtilen, beyaz
ay yildizl al bayraktir. Milli marsi istiklal Marsi'dir.
Baskenti Ankara'dir. Anayasa'nin ilk U¢ maddesindeki
bu temel nitelikler, degistirilemeyeceklerini dizenleyen
4UncU maddeyle gUvence altina alinmistir.

Anayasa’ya gore devletin temel amag ve
gorevleri; Tork milletinin bagdimsizidini ve butonli§ung,
Ulkenin boélunmezligini, cumhuriyeti ve demokrasiyi
korumak, kisilerin ve toplumun refah, huzur ve
mutlulugunu saglamak; kisinin temel hak ve
hUrriyetlerini, sosyal hukuk devleti ve adalet ilkeleriyle
bagdasmayacak surette sinirlayan siyasal, ekonomik

The Republic of Turkiye faced a milifary coup on
September 12, 1980. The Constitution was suspended,
political parties were closed down, party leaders and
executives were arrested and fried. The government
led by Prime Minister SGleyman Demirel was removed
from office, the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye
was dissolved, and many politicians were banned from
political activity.

The military forces that seized power established
a "Founding Assembly" composed of the National
Security Council and the Board of Spokespersons; a
draft constitution was prepared within two years. The
draft constitution was put fo a public referendum on
November 7, 1982, and was approved with 91.37% of
the vote.

The most significant change infroduced by the 1982
Constitution was the return to a unicameral system.
The executive branch was slightly strengthened. New
and stringent measures were infroduced regarding the
restriction of freedoms, and fundamental rights and
freedoms were somewhat curtailed.

According to the 1982 Constitution, the State of
TUrkiye is a republic. The Republic of Turkiye is a
democratic, secular, and social state governed by
the rule of law, founded on respect for human rights,
committed to AfatUrk’s nationalism, and based on the
fundamental principles set forth in the Preamble, within
the framework of social peace, national solidarity,
and the concept of justice. The State is an indivisible
whole comprising its territory and nation. Ifs official
language is Turkish. Its flag is the red flag with a white
crescent and sfar, as described in the law. Its nafional
anthem is the “Istiklal Marsi” Its capital is Ankara. These
fundamental characteristics, as set forth in the first three
arficles of the Constitution, are guaranteed by Arficle 4,
which stipulates that they cannot be amended.

According fo the Consfitution, the fundamental
aims and duties of the stafe are: fo protect the
independence and unity of the Turkish Nation, the
indivisibility of the country, the republic, and democracy;
to ensure the welfare, peace, and happiness of
individuals and society; and fo safeguard the
fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual,
the social rule of law, and justice. It is fo strive fo
remove polifical, economic,and social barriers that
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ve sosyal engelleri kaldirmayaq, insanin maddi

ve manevi varliginin gelismesi i¢in gerekli sartlar
hazirlamaya calismaktir. Herkes; dil, irk, renk, cinsiyet,
siyasi dusUnce, felsefi inang, din, mezhep ve benzeri
sebeplerle ayirm goézetilmeksizin kanun éndnde esittir.
Kadinlar ve erkekler esit haklara sahiptir. Devlet, bu
esitligin yasama ge¢mesini saglamakla yikimludar.
Hicbir kisiye, aileye, zUmreye veya sinifa imtiyaz
taninamaz. Devlet organlari ve idare makamlari
bitin islemlerinde kanun &ninde esitlik ilkesine uygun
olarak hareket etmek zorundadirlar.

restrict freedom in a manner inconsistent with these
principles, and fo create the conditions necessary
for the development of the human being’s material
and spirifual existence. Everyone is equal before the
law without discrimination on grounds of language,
race, color, sex, political opinion, philosophical belief,
religion, sect, or similar reasonsWomen and men
have equal rights. The State is obligafed fo ensure
the implementation of this equality. No person, family,
group, or class may be granted privileges. Stafe organs
and administrative authorities are required to act in
accordance with the principle of equality before the
law in all their proceedings.

Yuksek Askeri Sora Uyeleri, Devlet Baskan, MGK Baskani ve
Genelkurmay Bagkani Org. Kenan Evren bagkanliginda Anitkabir’i
ziyaret ederken

MGK Uyeleri (soldan saga) Kara Kuvvetleri Komutani Org. Nurettin
Ersin, Hava Kuvvetleri Komutani Org. Tahsin Sahinkaya, Deniz
Kuvvetleri Komutani Ora. Nejat TUmer, Jandarma Genel Komutani
Org. Sedat Celasun, Basbakan Bulent Ulusu, Milli Savunma Bakani
Umit Haluk Bayilken (27 Kasim 1980)

(Kaynak: Anadolu Ajansi Fotograf AlbUmU, 122662249)
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Members of the Supreme Military Council, the President of the
Republic, the Chairman of the National Security Council, and the
Chief of the General Staff, Gen. Kenan Evren, during a visit fo
Anitkabir. National Security Council members (from left to right):
Army Commander Gen. Nurettin Ersin, Air Force Commander
Gen. Tahsin Sahinkaya, Navy Commander Adm. Nejat Tumer,
Commander of the Gendarmerie Gen. Sedat Celasun, Prime
Minister BUlent Ulusu, and Minister of National Defense Umit Haluk
BayUlken (November 27, 1980). (Source: Anadolu Agency Photo
Aloum (122662249)
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1982 Anayasasinin yirirlige girmesinin ardindan
ilk milletvekili genel se¢imi, yeni kurulan Milliyetci
Demokrasi Partisi, Halkgl Partfi ve Anavatan
Partisinin katiimlariyla 6 Kasim 1983 tarihinde yapildi
ve demokratik sUre¢ yeni Anayasa hikimleriyle
yeniden basladi. 6 EylUl 1987 tarihinde yapilan
halk oylamasiyla siyaset yapma haklari ellerinden
alinmis olan eski siyasi partiler ve yoneticilerinin bu
haklari geri verilerek 20 Ekim 1991 tarihinde yapilan
milletvekili genel sec¢imine katimalari sagland..

Kabul edildidi tarihten bu yana bir¢cok dedisiklige
ugrayan 1982 Anayasasl, son olarak 2017 yilinda
kapsamli bir degisiklige ugradi ve Cumhurbaskaniigi
hUkOmet sistemine yonelik dizenlemeler
gerceklestirildi.

Anayasa’ya gére "egemenlik" kayitsiz ve sartsiz
millete qittir ve millet, egemenligini, Anayasa’nin
koydugu esaslara gore yetkili organlari eliyle kullanir.
TUrkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi, dogrudan secilen 600

milletvekilinden olusur ve egemenligin bir parcasi olan

yasama yetkisini TUrk milleti adina kullanan organdir.
TBMM'nin temel islevi kanun ¢ikarmaktir. Kanunlar,
vatandaslar i¢in hak ve yUkimlUlUk doguran yasama
islemleridir. TBMM, kanun disinda, yabanci Glkelere
asker gébnderme gibi Meclis kararlarini da kabul
etmekte ve Anayasa Mahkemesi, Sayistay, Hakimler
ve Savclilar Kurulu gibi kurul ve kurum Uyelikleri igin
de secim yapmaktadir. TBMM, yasama yetkisinin
yanindag, yiritmenin eylem ve islemleri hakkinda bilgi
edinme ve denetleme yetkisine de sahiptir.
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Following the entry info force of the 1982
Constitution, the first general parliamentary election
was held on November 6, 1983, with the participation
of the newly established Nationalist Democracy Party,
the People’s Party, and the Motherland Party, and
the democratic process resumed in accordance with
the provisions of the new constitution. Through @
referendum held on September 6, 1987, the political
rights of former political parfies and their leaders, which
had been revoked, were restored, enabling them fo
parficipate in the general parliamentary election held
on October 20, 1991.

The 1982 Constitution, which has undergone
numerous changes since its adoption, was most recently
subject to a comprehensive revision in 2017— and
provisions were infroduced to establish a presidential
system of government.

According fo the Constfitution, “sovereignty” belongs
to the nation without any restrictions or conditions,
and the nation exercises its sovereignty through its
authorized organs in accordance with the principles
established by the Constitution. The Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye consists of 600 directly elected
deputies and is the body that exercises legislative
authority—a component of sovereignty—on behalf
of the Turkish nation. The primary function of the
Grand Natfional Assembly is to enact laws. Laws are
legislative acts that create rights and obligations for
citizens. In addifion to enacfing laws, the GNAT also
adopts parliamentary decisions, such as the dispatch
of froops to foreign countries, and conducts elections
for the membership of bodies and institutions such
as the Constitutional Court, the Court of Accounts,
and the Council of Judges and Prosecutors. Alongside
its legislafive authority, the GNAT also possesses the
authority fo obfain information regarding and oversee
the actions and proceedings of the executive branch.
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MUSTAFA KEMAL ATATURK
(1881-1938)

24 Nisan 1920 - 29 Ekim 1923
April 24, 1920-October 29, 1923
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1881 yilinda Selanikte dinyaya geldi. ilkokulu
Semsi Efendi Mektebinde tamamiladi. Ogrenimini
Selanik Askeri RUstiyesi ve Manastir Askeri idadisinde
sUrdirdu. 1899 yilinda istanbul Harbiye Mektebine
kaydoldu. 1902'de tegmen ritbesi ile buradan mezun
olduktan sonra Harp Akademisine devam etti ve
1905'te kurmay yuzbasi rutbesini aldi. Ayni yil Sam'da
5. Ordu'daq, 1907'de Makedonya’da 3. Orduda
gorev yaptl. 1909 yilinda 31 Mart Vakasi olarak
bilinen ayaklanmayi bastirmak Uzere goérevlendirilen
Hareket Ordusunda Kurmay Baskani olarak yer aldi.
Arnavutluk isyanini bastirmak Uzere yapilan harekatta
bulundu. 1910 yilinda Fransa’ya génderilerek Picardie
sehrinde yapilan askeri manevralara musahit olarak
katildi. 1911 yiinda Trablusgarp Savasi’nda gorev alds;
italyanlara karsi Tobruk Savaslar’na katildi. Derne
Komutanhi@r gérevini Ustlendi. Balkan Savas’nin patlak
vermesi Uzerine Trablusgarp’tan ayrilarak Bahr-i
Sefid Bodazi (Akdeniz Bogazi) Kuva-yi Murettebesi
Harekét Subesi Midurlogune atandi. 1912-1913 vyillari
arasinda Balkan Savasi’nda gérev yapti. 1913-1915
yillarinda Sofya’da askeri ataselik gérevini Ustlendi.
Ayrica, Belgrad ve Cetine askeri ataseligini de
yUrUttl. Bu godrevdeyken 1 Mart 1914te yarbaylga
terfi etti.

I. Dinya Savasi sirasinda 19. Timen Komutani
olarak Canakkale Cephesi'nde gérev ald..
Conkbayir’'nda Anzak askerlerinin ilerleyisini durdurdu.
Bu basarisi sayesinde miralay ritbesi ile 6dullendirildi.
AgQustos 1915te Anafartalar Zaferi'ni elde ederek
“Anafartalar Kahramani” olarak Gn kazandi. itilaf
Devletlerine karsi yapilan Canakkale Savaslar’nda
bir kahramanlik destani yazdi; “Canakkale gecilmez!”
cUmlesi tUm disman devletlerin hafizasina kazindi.
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He was born in Thessaloniki in 1881. He completed
his primary education af the Semsi Efendi School. He
confinued his education at the Thessaloniki Military
Preparatory School and the Monastir Military High School.
In 1899, he enrolled af the Istanbul Military Academy. After
graduating in 1902 with the rank of second lieutenant,
he confinued his studies at the War Academy and was
promoted fo staff capfain in 1905. The same year, he
served in the 5th Army in Damascus, and in 1907, in the
3rd Army in Macedonia. In 1909, he served as Chief of
Staff in the Army of Actfion fasked with suppressing the
uprising known as the "3l March Incident". He participafted
in the campaign fo suppress the Albanian uprising. In
1910, he was sent to France fo observe military maneuvers
in the city of Picardie. In 1911, he served in the Tripoli War
and parficipated in the Battles of Tobruk against the
Italians. He assumed command of the Derne Garrison.
Upon fthe outbreak of the Balkan War, he left Tripoli and
was appoinfed Director of the Operations Branch of
the Bahr-1 Sefid Strait (Mediterranean Straif) Combined
Forces. He served in the Balkan War between 1912 and
1913. From 1913 to 1915, he served as military aftaché in
Sofia. He also served as military attaché in Belgrade and
Cetinje. While in this position, he was promoted to the
rank of lieutenant colonel on March 1, 1914.

During World War |, he served on the Gallipoli
Front as commander of the 19th Division. He halfed the
advance of Anzac froops at Conkbayir. Thanks to this
success earned him fthe rank of colonel. In August 1915,
he achieved the Victory af Anafartalar, earning the fitle
“Hero of Anafarfalar” He wrote an epic of heroism in
the Gallipoli Campaigns against the Entente Powers; the
phrase “Gallipoli is impassable!” was engraved info the
memory of all enemy nations. Following the Gallipoli Fronf,
he served as Corps Commander on the Eastern Fronf in
1916 and was promoted to the rank of brigadier general.
He secured the liberafion of Mus and Bitlis from Russian
invasion. The following year, he moved fo the Syrian
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Canakkale Cephesinin ardindan 1916'da Dogu
Cephesi Kolordu Komutanligi gérevini yorittd ve
tuggenerallige yukseldi. Mus ve Bitlis'in Rus isgalinden
kurtariimasini sagladi. Sonraki yil Suriye Cephesine
hareket ederek 7. Ordu Komutanlidi gérevini Ustlendi.
Yine 1917'de Sehzade Vahdettin ile Almanya’ya

gitti ve Kayzer Il. Wilhelm’in karargdhini ziyaret

etti. 1918 yiinda yeniden Suriye Cephesine gecti. I.
Dinya Savasnin sona ermesi ve Mondros Atfeskes
Antlasmasinin imzalanmasinin ardindan istanbul'a
geldi. 13 Kasim 1918de Harbiye Nezarefinde goreve
basladi. Mondros Mitarekesinin ardindan itilaf
Devletlerinin Osmanli topraklarini isgale baslamasi
Uzerine 9. Ordu Mufettislidi gbrevine getirildi ve
istanbuldan ayrildi. 19 Mayis 1919'da Samsun‘a cikti;
bu tarih ulusal kurtulus micadelesinin de baslangici
oldu.

22 Haziran 1919'da Amasya Genelgesini
yayimlayarak Tork milletine “Vatanin butinligunin
ve milletin bagimsiziginin tehlikede oldugunu, azim
ve kararlilikla vatanin kurtariimasi icin Sivasta bir
kongre toplanacagini” bildirdi. Bunun yani sira
Ordu Mufettisligi gdrevinden ve askerlikten istifa
efti. 23 Temmuz - 7 Agustos 1919 tarihlerinde
Erzurum Kongresini, 4-11 EylUl 1919 tarihlerinde Sivas
Kongresini topladi. Her iki kongrenin baskanliklarin
Ustlenerek vatanin kurtulusu icin izlenecek yol
haritasini ¢izdi. Kuvayimilliye topluluklarinin Anadolu
ve Rumeli Midé&faa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti semsiyesi
altinda birlesmesini sadladi. Onun énderliginde 23
Nisan 1920'de Ankara’da Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi
acildi. 24 Nisan 1920'de Meclis Bagskani segildi.

10 Agustos 1920de Osmanli imparatorlugu
ve itilaf Devletleri arasinda Sevr Antlasmasrnin

77

Front and assumed command of the 7th Army. Also
in 1917, he fraveled to Germany with Crown Prince
Vahdettin and visited the headquarters of Kaiser
Wilhelm 1I. In 1918, he returned to the Syrian Front.

Following the end of World War | and the signing
of the Armistice of Mudros, he arrived in Istanbul. On
November 13, 1918, he resumed his duties at the Ministry
of War. Following the Armisfice of Mudros, as the
Enfente Powers began to occupy Ottoman ferritories,
he was appointed Inspector of the 9th Army and
left Istanbul. On May 19, 1919, he arrived in Samsun;
this dafe also marked the beginning of the natfional
liberatfion struggle.

On June 22, 1919, he issued the Amasya Decleration,
informing the Turkish nation that “the integrity of the
homeland and the independence of the nation were
in danger, and that a congress would be convened
in Sivas with determination and resolve to save the
homeland.” Additionally, he resigned from his post as
Army Inspecfor and from military service. Between
July 23 and August 7, 1919, he convened the Erzurum
Congress. On 4-11 September, 1919, he convened the
Sivas Congress. By presiding over both congresses, he
charted the course fo be followed for the liberation
of the homeland. He facilitated the unification of the
Kuvay Milliye (rregular national army) groups under
the umbrella of the Anatfolian and Thracian Society for
the Defense of Rights. Under his leadership, the Grand
Natfional Assembly of Turkiye was convened in Ankara
on April 23, 1920. He was elected Speaker of the
Assembly on April 24, 1920.

Following the signing of the Treaty of Sevres
between the Offoman Empire and the Enfente Powers
on August 10, 1920, the Grand National Assembly of
TUrkiye decided to establish a regular army. The Grand
National Assembly, which refused to accept the Treaty
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imzalanmasinin ardindan Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi
dizenli ordu kurma karari aldi. Sevr Antlasmasini
kabul etmeyen Turkiye BUyuUk Millet Meclisi, Kurtulus
Savas’nin kararlarini alacak ve vatan savunmasini
Ustlenecek yegdne gice donuUstl. Mustafa Kemal
1921 yiinda Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi Ordulari
Baskomutani olarak Sakarya Savas’ni zaferle
sonuclandirdl. Bu zafer neticesinde kendisine Meclis
tarafindan “Maresal” ve “Gazi” Unvanlari verildi. iki yil
icerisinde milletin UstUn gayretleri ile gi¢ bakimindan
dismanla denk seviyeye gelen Turk ordusu, 26
Adustos 1922'de Mustafa Kemal Pasa komutasinda
taarruza gecti; 30 Agustos 1922'de Yunan ordusuna
karsl buyUk bir zafer kazandi. 9 Eylul 1922'de Turk
ordusu izmir'i isgalden kurtardi. Bu biyik basarinin
ardindan 11 Ekim 1922'de itilaf Devletleri ile Mudanya
Ateskes Antlasmasi imzalandl. 24 Temmuz 1923'te
imzalanan Lozan Anflasmasi’'yla Kurtulus Savasi sona
erdi. Mustafa Kemal, Meclis Baskanligi gdrevini

29 Ekim 1923'e dek surdirdi. Bu gorev devlet-
hUkOmet baskanlidi dizeyindeydi. 29 Ekim 1923'te
Cumhuriyet’in ilan edilmesinin ardindan Turkiye
Cumhuriyeti'nin ilk Cumhurbaskani secildi. 1927,

1931, 1935 yillarinda yeniden bu gorevi Ustlenerek
Cumhurbaskanlidini kesintisiz en uzun sure yUriten
isim oldu.

/8

of Sevres, became the sole authority responsible for
making decisions regarding the War of Independence
and undertaking the defense of the homeland. In 1921,
Mustafa Kemal, as Commander-in-Chief of the GRAND
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKIYE Forces, brought the
Baftle of Sakarya to a vicforious conclusion. As a result
of this victory, the Assembly conferred upon him the
tittes of “Marshall” and “Ghazi” Within two years, the
Turkish army, having reached a level of strength equal
to that of the enemy through the nation’s supreme
efforfs, launched an offensive under the command of
Mustafa Kemal Pasha on August 26, 1922, on August
30, 1922, it achieved a great victory over the Greek
army. On September 9, 1922, the Turkish Army liberated
[zmir from invasion. Following this great success, the
Mudanya Armistice Agreement was signed with the
Entente Powers on October 11, 1922.

The War of Independence came to an end with the
signing of the Treaty of Lausanne in July, 1923. Mustafa
Kemal continued fo serve as Speaker of the Assembly
until October 29, 1923. This position was equivalent to
that of head of state and government. Following the
proclamation of the Republic on October 29, 1923, he
was elected as the first President of the Republic of
Turkiye. By assuming this office again in 1927, 193], and
1935, he became the person who served as President
for the longest uninterrupted period.
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Soyadi Kanunu’nun kabuliyle Meclis tarafindan
kendisine “Atatirk” soyadi verildi. 15-20 Ekim 1927°de
Kurtulus Savas’ni ve Cumhuriyet’in kurulusunu
ayrintilari ile anlathdr 6lumsuz eseri Nutuk'u, 29 Ekim
1933'te ise “10. YiIl Nutku”nu TUrkiye BUyUk Millet
Meclisinde okudu.

lyi derecede Fransizca ve Almanca bilen ve
¢agdasi olan yabanci devlet adamlari tarafindan
bir dahi olarak nitelendirilen Mustafa Kemal Atatirk,
bircok savas madalyasi ve askeri nisanin yani sira
TUrkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi tarafindan verilen Kirmizi-
Yesil Seritli istiklal Madalyasina sahiptir.

Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi ve Turkiye
Cumhuriyetinin kurucusu Mustafa Kemal Atatirk,
10 Kasim 1938'de Dolmabahge Sarayrnda hayata
gozlerini yumdu. Naasl 6nce Ankara’da bulunan
Etnografya Muizesine nakledildi. 10 Kasim 1953'te ise
Anitkabir’e defnedilerek ebedi istirahate ugurland..

/9

With the adoption of the Surname Law, the Grand
National Assembly granted him the surname “Ataturk.”
Between October 15 and 20, 1927, he delivered
his immortal work, *Nutuk*, detailing the War of
Independence and the founding of the Republic, and
on October 29, 1933, he read out the “10th Anniversary
Address” before the Grand Natfional Assembly of
TUrkiye.

Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, who had excellent command
of French and German was described as a genius
by his confemporary foreign statesmen, and holds
numerous war medals and military decorations, as well
as the Red-and-Green-Striped Independence Medal
awarded by the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye.
Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, founder of the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye and the Republic of Turkiye, passed
away on November 10, 1938, at Dolmabahce Palace.
His corpse was first fransferred fo the Ethnography
Museum in Ankara. On November 10, 1953, he was laid
to rest at Anitkabir, where his eternal rest is.
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ALiI FETHI OKYAR (1880-1943) KAZIM FiKRi OZALP (1880-1968)
1 Kasim 1923 - 22 Kasim 1924 26 Kasim 1924 - 1 Mart 1935
November 1, 1923-November 22, 1924 November 26, 1924-March 1, 1935

MUSTAFA ABDULHALIK RENDA (1881-1957) KAZIM KARABEKIR (1882-1948)
1 Mart 1935 - 5 AJustos 1946 5 Agustos 1946 - 26 Ocak 1948
March 1, 1935-August 5, 1946 August 5, 1946-January 26, 1948
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ALi FUAT CEBESOY (1882-1968) MEHMET SUKRU SARACOGLU (1887-1953)
30 Ocak 1948 - 1 Kasim 1948 1 Kasim 1948 - 22 Mayis 1950
January 30, 1948-November 1, 1948 November 1, 1948-May 22, 1950

BEKIR REFiK KORALTAN (1890-1974) MEHMET KAZIM ORBAY (1886-1964)
22 Mayis 1950 - 27 Mayis 1960 9@ Ocak 1961 - 26 Ekim 1961
May 22, 1950-May 27, 1960 January 9, 1961-October 26, 1961
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FUAT SIRMEN (1899-1981) AHMET FERRUH BOZBEYLI (1927-2019)

1 Kasim 1961 - 1 Kasim 1963; 22 Ekim 1965 - 12 Ekim 1969;

5 Kasim 1963 - 10 Ekim 1965 22 Ekim 1969 - 1 Kasim 1970
November 1, 1961-November 1, 1963; October 22, 1965-October 12, 1969;
November 5, 1963-October 10, 1965 October 22, 1969-November 1, 1970

SABIT OSMAN AVCI (1921-2009) MUSTAFA KEMAL GUVEN (1921-2013)
26 Kasim 1970 - 1 Kasim 1972; 18 Aralk 1973 - 1 Kasim 1975;
2 Kasim 1972 - 14 Ekim 1973 24 Aralk 1975 - 5 Haziran 1977
November 26, 1970-November 1, 1972; December 18, 1973-November 1, 1975;
November 2, 1972-October 14, 1973 December 24, 1975-June 5, 1977
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CAHIT KARAKAS (1928-2025) NECMETTIN KARADUMAN (1927-2017)
17 Kasim 1977 - 1 Kasim 1979; 4 Aralik 1983 - 1 EylUl 1985;
6 Kasim 1979 - 12 Eyldl 1980 12 EylUl 1985 - 29 Kasim 1987
November 17, 1977-November 1, 1979; December 4, 1983-September 1, 1985;
November 6, 1979-September 12, 1980 September 12, 1985-November 29, 1987

YILDIRIM AKBULUT (1935-2021) ISMET KAYA ERDEM (1928- )
24 Aralik 1987 - 9 Kasim 1989; 21 Kasim 1989 - 20 Ekim 1991
20 Mayis 1999 - 30 Eylul 2000 November 21, 1989-October 20, 1991

December 24, 1987 - November 9, 1989;
May 20, 1999-September 30, 2000
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AHMET HUSAMETTIN CINDORUK (1933- ) ISMET ABDULLAH SEZGIN (1928-2016)
16 Kasim 1991 - 1 Eyl0l 1993; 18 Ekim 1995 - 24 Aralik 1995
14 Eylol 1993 - 1 Ekim 1995 October 18, 1995-December 24, 1995

November 16, 1991-September 1, 1993;
September 14, 1993-October 1, 1995

MUSTAFA KALEMLI (1943-) HIKMET CETIN (1937-)
25 Ocak 1996 - 30 Eylil 1997 16 Ekim 1997 - 18 Nisan 1999
January 25, 1996-September 30, 1997 October 16, 1997-April 18, 1999
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OMER iZGi (1940- ) BULENT ARINC (1948-)
18 Ekim 2000 - 3 Kasim 2002 19 Kasim 2002 - 22 Temmuz 2007
October ]8, 2000-November 3, 2002 November ]9, 2002—July 22, 2007

KOKSAL TOPTAN (1943- ) MEHMET ALi SAHIN (1950- )
9 AQustos 2007 - 5 Agustos 2009 5 Agustos 2009 - 4 Temmuz 2011
Augus‘r 9, 2007—August 5, 2009 August 5, 2009—JU|V 4, 201
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CEMIL CiCEK (1946- ) ISMET YILMAZ (1961- )
4 Temmuz 2011 - 7 Haziran 2015 1 Temmuz 2015 - 1 Kasim 2015
July 4, 2011-June 7, 2015 July 1, 2015-November 1, 2015

ISMAIL KAHRAMAN (1940- ) BINALI YILDIRIM (1955- )
22 Kasim 2015 - 24 Haziran 2018 12 Temmuz 2018 - 19 Subat 2019
July 12, 2018 - February 19, 2019 November 22, 2015-June 24, 2018
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MUSTAFA SENTOP (1968- ) Numan KURTULMUS
24 Subat 2019 - 2 Haziran 2023 7 Haziran 2023
February 24, 2019 - June 2, 2023 June 7, 2023
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Yapisi, Gorevleri, islevleri
Structure, Duties, Functions

Anayasa’ya goére “egemenlik” kayitsiz ve sartsiz
millete aittir ve millet, egemenligini Anayasa’nin
koydugu esaslara gére yetkili organlari eliyle kullanir.
Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi, dogrudan secilen 600
milletvekilinden olusur ve egemenligin bir parcasi olan
yasama yetkisini Turk milleti adina kullanan organdir.
TBMM'nin temel islevi kanun cikarmaktir. Kanunlar,
vatandaslar icin hak ve yukimlilik doduran yasama
islemleridir. TBMM, kanun disindag, yabanci Glkelere
asker gonderme gibi Meclis kararlarini da kabul
etmekfe ve Anayasa Mahkemesi, Sayistay, Hakimler
ve Savcilar Kurulu gibi kurul ve kurum UGyelikleri icin
de secim yapmaktadir. TBMM, yasama yetkisinin
yaninda, yurUtmenin eylem ve islemleri hakkinda bilgi
edinme ve denetleme yetkisine de sahipfir.

According fo the Constitution, “sovereignty” belongs
fo the nation without any restrictions or conditions,
and the natfion exercises its sovereignty through its
authorized organs in accordance with the principles
established by the Constitution. The Grand National
Assembly of TUrkiye consists of 600 directly elected
deputies and is the body that exercises legislative
authority—a component of sovereignty—on behalf
of the Turkish Nation. The primary function of the
Grand Natfional Assembly is to enact laws. Laws are
legislative acts that creatfe rights and obligations for
citizens. In addifion to enacting laws, the GNAT also
adopts parliamentary decisions, such as the dispatch
of troops to foreign countries, and conducts elections
for the membership of bodies and institutions such
as the Constitutional Court, the Court of Accounts,
and the Council of Judges and Prosecutors. Alongside
its legislative authority, the GNAT also possesses the
authority to obfain information about and oversee the
actions and proceedings of the executive branch.



BUGUNKU TURKIYE BUYUK MILLET MECLISI
THE CURRENT GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKIYE

TBMM Genel Kurul Toplanti Salonu Plenary Session Hall of GNAT
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TBMM ictiziugi
Rules of Procedure of GNAT

ictizik, TBMM'nin i¢ isleyisine iliskin kurallari iceren
temel dUzenlemedir. TBMMin kendisi tarafindan
yapilir ve komisyonlarinin ve Baskanlik Divaninin
olusumundan s6z alabilecek kisiler ile s6z alma
zamanlaring; kanun feklifi sunuimasindan oylaoma ve
secimlere kadar uzanan genis bir alanda TBMMin
nasll isleyecedini ayrintil olarak belirler. ictizik
kurallarinin bazilarinin kaynagdr dogrudan Anayasadrr.
Anayasa, 6nemi dolayisiyla bazi kurallari kendisi
dizenlemis ve ayrintilari TBMM'ye birakmigtir.

Osmanli imparatorlugunda ilk ictizik, mesruti
monarsiyi dngdren 23 Aralik 1876 tarihli K&nin-i
Esa@si’nin yUrirlige girmesinden sonra ¢ikariimigtir.
Heyet-i Meblsan 13 Mayis 1877'de, Heyet-i Ayan da
20 EylUl 1877'de nizamname-i d&hililerini yOrirlige
koymuslar ve cesitli tarihlerde bu ictizUklerinde
kapsamli sayilabilecek degisiklikler yapmiglardir. 23
Nisan 1920'de kurulan TBMMde 27 Nisan 1920de
alinan “Nizamname-i Dahil'nin Tadil Edilmek Sureti ile
Tatbiki” kararina gére Nizamname-i Dahili'nin tatbik
edilmesi olanakl olan maddelerinin uygulanmasina
devam edilmesine ve diger maddelerin komisyona
gonderilmesine karar verilmistir. Bu ictizik ise 2
Mayis 1927 tarihli D&hili Nizamname yUrirlige
girinceye kadar varli@ini sordirmustur. Cift Meclis
sistemini benimseyen 1961 Anayasasinda Millet Meclisi
ve Cumhuriyet Senatosunun, ¢calismalarini kendi
yaptiklar i¢ctUzUklerin hUkUmlerine gére yUrUtecekleri
ifade edilmistir. Buna uygun olarak, Cumhuriyet
Senatosu IctizUgUu 27 Aralik 1963 tarihinde, Millet
Meclisi ictiz0gU 13 Nisan 1973 tarihinde ve
Cumhuriyet Senatosu ile Millet Meclisinin birlikte
toplandidi durumlarda uvygulanan Torkiye BUyuk
Millet Meclisi Birlesik Toplantisi ictizigU 17 Subat 1965
tarihinde kabul edilmistir. 1982 Anayasasi ¢ift Meclis
sistemine son verdiginden Millet Meclisi i¢ctiz0gu
disindaki i¢tUzikler yUrUrlUkten kalkmighir. 1973
ictiz0gU, kapsamli degisikliklere ugramasina ragmen
hdlen yUrUrlUktedir.

The Rules of Procedure are the fundamental
regulafions governing fthe infernal operafions of the
GNAT. They are established by the GNAT itself and
detail how the Assembly functions across a wide range
of areas—from the composition of ifs committees and
the Bureau, to who may speak and when; and from
the submission of bills to vofing and elecfions. Some
of the rules in the Rules of Procedure derive directly
from the Constitution. Due fo their importance, the
Consfitution has established certain rules itself and left
the details fo the GNAT.

The first infernal regulatfions in the Ottoman
Empire were issued following the entry info force
of the Constitution of December 23, 1876, which
established a constitutional monarchy. The Chamber
of Deputies enacted its infernal regulations on May 13,
1877, and the Senate did so on September 20, 1877;
both bodies made significant amendments fo these
infernal regulations at various fimes. In the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye (GNAT), established on
April 23, 1920, a decision fifled “Implementation of
the Internal Regulations by Way of Amendment” was
adopted on April 27, 1920. This decision mandated the
continued application of those provisions of the Infernal
Regulations that were feasible fo implement, while the
remaining provisions were referred fo a committee.
This Infernal Regulations remained in effect until the
Internal Regulations of May 2, 1927, came into force.
The 1961 Constitution, which adopted a bicameral
system, stipulafed that the National Assembly and the
Senatfe of the Republic would conduct their work in
accordance with the provisions of their own infernal
regulations. Accordingly, the Senate Infernal Regulations
were adopted on December 27, 1963, the National
Assembly Internal Regulatfions on April 13, 1973, and the
Infernal Regulations of the Joint Session of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye—applied when the Senate
and the National Assembly convened together—on
February 17, 1965. Since the 1982 Constitufion abolished
the bicameral system, all infernal regulations other than
the National Assembly Internal Regulatfions have been
repealed. The 1973 Internal Regulations remain in force
despite having undergone extensive amendments.
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Milletvekili Segimi
Parliamentary Elections

Anayasa’ya goére 18 yasini dolduran her Tork
vatandasi milletvekili secilebilmektedir. En az ilkokul
mezunu olmayanlar, kisithlar, askerlikle ilisigi olanlar,
kamu hizmetinden yasaklilar, taksirli su¢lar harig¢
toplam bir yil veya daha fazla hapis ile agir hapis
cezasina hUkim giymis olanlar; zimmet, ihtilas,
irtikap, risvet, hirsizlik, dolandiricilik, sahtecilik, inanci
kétUye kullanma, dolanli iflas gibi yoz kizartici
suclarla, kagakgilk, resmi ihale ve alim satimlara
fesat karistirma, devlet sirlarini agiga vurma, terdr
eylemlerine katiima ve bu gibi eylemleri tahrik ve
tesvik sucglarindan biriyle hUkUm giymis olanlar, affa
ugramis olsalar bile milletvekili segilemezler. Devlet
memurlari, h&kimler ve savcilar, yUksek yargr organi
mensuplari, yiksekdgretim kurumlarindaki 6gretim
elemanilar ile Silahli Kuvvetler mensuplari gibi
bazi gorevliler, gbrevlerinden cekilmedik¢e aday
olamazlar.

Milletvekili genel secimleri ile her dénem 600
milletvekili secilir. Secilen milletvekillerinin TBMM'deki
gorevleri, belirli bir sureligine temsil ile sinirhdir.
Milletvekilleri, secildikleri bdlgeyi veya kendilerini
secenleri dedil, b0ton milleti temsil ederler ve
Uyesi olduklari TBMM'nin gérev ve sorumluluklarini
yerine getirmekle yUkimlUudurler. Bunlar; kanun
koymak, degdistirmek ve kaldirmak; bilgi edinme ve
denetleme yollarini kullanmak; olaganUsty hal ilani
kararlarini onaylamak, olaganUstU halin stresini
kisaltmak, uzatmak veya olaganisty hdli kaldirmak,
olaganustd hal sirasinda cikarilan Cumhurbaskanhdi
kararnamelerini onaylamak; bitce ve kesin hesap
kanun tekliflerini gorismek ve kabul etmek;
para basiimasina ve savas ilanina karar vermek;
milletlerarasi antlasmalarin onaylanmasini uygun
bulmak; genel ve &zel af ilanina karar vermektir.

Under the Constitution, any Turkish citizen who
has reached the age of 18 is eligible to be elected
as a member of parliament. Those who have not
completed at least elementary school, those under
legal disability, those subject fo military service, those
barred from public service, and those senfenced fo a
tofal of one year or more of imprisonment or a severe
prison sentence (excluding negligent crimes); those
convicted of shameful crimes such as embezzlement,
misappropriation, extortion, bribery, theft, fraud, forgery,
abuse of trust, fraudulent bankruptcy, smuggling,
tampering with official tenders and fransactions,
disclosure of state secrets, participation in terrorist acts,
or incitement and encouragement of such acts—cannoft
be elected as members of parliament, even if they
have been pardoned. Certfain public officials, such
as civil servants, judges, prosecutors, members of the
high judiciary, faculty members at higher education
institutions, and members of the Armed Forces, may not
run for office unless they resign from their posts.

600 members of parliament are elected each term
in general parliamentary elections. The duties of elecfed
members of parliament in the Grand National Assembly
of Turkiye are limited fo representation for a specific
term. Members of parliament represent the entire
nation, not the region they were elected from or those
who elected them, and are obligated to fulfill the duties
and responsibilities of the Grand National Assembly
of Turkiye, of which they are members. These include:
enacting, amending, and repealing laws; exercising
oversight and obtaining information; approving
decisions to declare a stafe of emergency, shorfening,
extending, or liffing the state of emergency, and
approving presidential decrees issued during a stafe of
emergency; deliberating on and adopting budget and
final account bills; deciding on the issuance of currency
and the declaration of war; approving infernational
freaties; and deciding on the declaration of general
and special amnesties.
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Yasama Sorumsuzlugu ve Dokunulmazhgi

Parliamentary Immunity:

Non-Accountability and Inviolability

Milletvekilleri, gbrevleri geredi yasama
sorumsuzlugu ve yasama dokunulmazhidina sahipfirler.
Yasama sorumsuzlugu, milletvekillerinin yasama
ve denetim faaliyetlerindeki oy ve sdzlerinden ve
bunlar Meclis disinda tekrarlamalarindan dolayi
hicbir sekilde sorumlu tutulamayacaklarini ifade
etmektedir. Yasama sorumsuziugu mutlak ve sureklidir.
Milletvekilligi gdrevi sona erse de o kisi, gbrevi
sirasindaki oy, s6z ve dusUncelerinden dolayi sorumlu
tutulamaz.

Yasama dokunulmazligi, se¢cimden énce veya
sonra bir su¢ isledigi 6ne strUlen milletvekillerinin
Meclis karari olmadik¢a tutulamamasi, sorguya
¢cekilememesi, tutuklanamamasi ve yargilanamamasini
ifade eder. Bu nedenle yasama sorumsuzlugundan
farkh olarak mutlak olmadidr gibi strekli de degildir.
Bazi suclar dokunulmazlik kapsaminda degildir ve
milletvekilliginin sona ermesiyle dokunulmazlik da
sona erer.

AJir cezayi gerektiren sugUstU hdlj,
dokunulmazligin kapsami disindadir; ayrica
sorusturmasina se¢imden 6nce baslanmis olmasi
kaydiyla Anayasa’nin 14'0ncU maddesinde belirlenen
temel hak ve hurriyetlerin k&tUye kullanilmasi
niteligindeki faaliyetler, dokunulmazlik kapsami
disindadir. Dokunulmaziigin bulunmadidr bu iki
hélde yetkili makam, dokunulmazlidi bulunmayan
milletvekili hakkinda gerekli islemleri yapma yetkisine
sahip olmakla birlikte durumu hemen ve dogrudan
dogruya TBMM'ye bildirmek zorundadir.

Members of Parliament enjoy legislafive immunity
and legislative privilege by virtue of their office.
Legislative immunity means that members of Parliament
cannot be held liable in any way for their votes and
statements made during legislative and oversight
activities, or for repeating such statements oufside the
Assembly. Legislative immunity/non-accountability is
absolute and permanent. Even if the term of office
ends, the individual cannot be held liable for votes,

statements, or opinions expressed during their ferm.

Legislative immunity/non-violability means that
members of parliament accused of commitfing a
crime before or affer an election cannot be detfained,
inferrogated, arrested, or tried without a decision by the
Assembly. For this reason, unlike legislative immunity, it is
not absolute nor is it permanent. Certain crimes are not
covered by immunity, and immunity ceases upon the

termination of the member’s term.

Cases of flagrante delicto involving crimes
punishable by severe penalfies fall outside the scope of
immunity; furthermore, acfivifies consfituting an abuse of
the fundamental rights and freedoms set forth in Arficle
14 of the Constifution are also excluded from the scope
of immunity, provided that the inquiry info such activities
began prior fo the election. In these two cases where
immunity does not apply, the competent authority has
the power to fake the necessary actions against the
member of parliament who lacks immunity; however, it
is required to immediatfely and directly notify the Grand

National Assembly of Turkiye of the situation.
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Milletvekilliginin Sona Ermesi
Loss of Membership

Although the term of office for members of
parliament is fixed, there are various reasons that may
cause a member’s ferm fo end before this period. These
include: resignation from membership, conviction for a
crime that bars one from being elected and resulfing in
disqualification, and insistence on engaging in activities
incompatible with membership, failing fo attend a fotal
of 5 session days within a month without valid reason
or permission, being elected President, being appointed
as Vice President or Minister, and being elected fo local
administrative bodies.
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Baskanlik Divani
Bureau

Bureau of the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye
consists of the Speaker of the Assembly, four vice-speakers,
seven secrefary members, and three quaestors. The number
of secretary members and quaestors may be increased
by a decision of the Plenary. The Speaker of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye also serves as the chair of
the Bureau. Political parties with groups in the GNAT are
represenfed on the Bureau in proportion fo the number
of deputies they hold. Members of the Bureau take turns
presiding over the Plenary. At each session, the Speaker or
a vice-chair and two secrefary members are present af the
poium. The on-duty quaestors are present in the Plenary
hall. The Bureau issues regulafory decisions and enacts
regulations concerning the administrative and financial
affairs of the GNAT, its exfernal relations, personnel matters
of deputies and GNAT staff, their health and social needs,
and security issues. In addition to these, each member of
the Bureau has duties specific fo their own stafus.
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Meclis Baskaninin Se¢imi ve Goérevleri
Election And Duties of Speaker of the GNAT

TUrkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi Baskanlidi icin bir
yasama déneminde iki secim yapillir. ik secilenin
Uc yildir. Ancak ikinci devre icin secilen Baskanin
gorev suresi herhangi bir nedenle erken secime
gidiimesi hdlinde U¢ yili doldurmayabilir.

Torkiye BUyuk Millet Meclisi Baskan adaylari,
Meclis Uyeleri icinden, milletvekili genel se¢imlerinden
sonra Meclisin foplandigi ginden itibaren bes gin
icinde Baskanlik Divanina bildirilir. Siyasi parti gruplari
Baskanlik icin aday g&steremezler, ikinci devre icin
yapilacak secimlerde adaylar, birinci devre igin
secilen Baskanin gérev suresinin dolmasindan on
gin once baslamak Uzere, bes gun icinde Bagkanlik
Divanina bildirilir ve Turkiye BUyuk Millet Meclisi
secimin yapilacadi gin kendiliginden toplanir. Baskan
secimi, aday gdsterme siresinin bitiminden itibaren
bes gun i¢inde tamamlanrr.

Baskan sec¢imi gizli oyla yapilr, ilk iki oylamada
Uye tam sayisinin Ucte ikisi aranir. Ucte iki cogunluk
saglanamazsa U¢Unct oylamaya gegilir ve U¢Uncy
oylamada Uye tam sayisinin salt ¢cogunlugu aranir.
Uclinct oylamada da salt cogunluk saglanamazsa
bu oylamada en ¢ok oy alan iki aday icin dérdinci
oylama yapillir; dérdincU oylamada en fazla oy alan
Uye baskan secilmis olur.

Two elections are held for the Speaker of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye during a legislative term.
The term of office for the first elected Speaker is two
years, and for the second, three years. However, the
term of office for the Speaker elected for the second
term may not reach three years if an early election is
held for any reason.

Candidates for the Speaker of the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye are nominated from among the
members of the Assembly and must be submitted fo
the Bureau within five days of the Assembly convening
following the general parliamentary elections. Political
party groups may not nominafe candidates for the
Specker; for the elections to be held for the second
term, candidates must be nofified fo the Bureau within
five days, starfing ten days before the expiration of
the ferm of the Speaker elected for the first ferm, and
the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye convenes
automatically on the day of the election. The election of
the Speaker is completed within five days following the
expiration of the nomination period.

The election of the Speaker is conducted by secret
ballot; a two- thirds majority of the fofal number of
members is required in the first fwo rounds of voting.
If a two-thirds majority cannot be achieved, a third
round of voting is held, in which a simple majority of
the fotal number of members is required. If a simple
majority cannot be achieved in the third round either,
a fourth round of voting is held for the two candidates
who received the most votes; in the fourth round,
the member who receives the most votes is elected
Speaker.
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Tarafsiz olan ve bu nedenle Genel Kurulda oy
kullanamayan Meclis Baskaninin gérevleri su sekilde
Ozetlenebilir: TBMM'yi Meclis disinda temsil etmek,
Genel Kurul gérusmelerini ydnetmek, tutanak dergisi
ile futanak 6zetinin dizenlenmesini denetlemek,
Baskanlik Divanina baskanlik etmek ve Divan
GUndemini hazirlamak, Danisma Kuruluna bagkanlik
etmek, TBMM komisyonlarini denetlemek, Baskanlik
Divani kararlarini uygulamak, Meclisin idari ve mali
isleri ile kolluk islerini yUrUtmek ve denetlemek,
TBMM'Yyi ve faaliyetlerini tanitici ¢calismalar yapmak;
Anayasa, kanunlar ve ictizikUn kendisine verdigi
diger gorevleri yerine getfirmek.

The duties of the Speaker of the Assembly, who
is neutral and therefore does not vote in the Plenary,
can be summarized as follows: representing the Grand
National Assembly outside the Assembly, presiding over
Plenary debates, overseeing the preparation of the
official record and the summary of the minutes, and
the Bureau to preside over the Assembly and prepare
the Assembly’s agenda, to chair the Advisory Board,
fo oversee the committees of the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye, to implement the decisions of the
Bureau, to manage and oversee the administrative,
financial, and security affairs of the Assembly, and
fo carry out activities promoting the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye and ifs operations; and fo perform
other dufies assigned fo him by the Consfitution, laws,
and the Internal Regulations.
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Danisma Kurulu
Board of Spokespersons

Danisma Kurulu, Meclis Baskani veya
gérevlendirecedi baskanvekili baskanliginda siyasi
parti grup baskanlar veya baskanvekillerinden
kurulur. Danisma Kurulung, ictizok'on farkl
maddelerinde ¢esitli goérevler verilmistir.

Parti gruplari arasi uzlasmayi saglayici ve TBMM
calismalarini dizenleyici gérevler yiriten Danisma
Kurulu, Baskanin gerekli gérmesi hdlinde veya bir
siyasi parti grubunun istemi Uzerine foplantiya
cagrilabilir. Gerektiginde Meclis bagkanvekilleri de
toplantilara ¢cagrilabilir.

The Board of Spokespersons is composed of the
leaders or deputy leaders of the political party groups,
chaired by the Speaker of the Assembly or a vice-
speaker designafed by the Speaker. The Board of
Spokespersons is assigned various dutfies under different
articles of the Internal Regulations.

The Board of Spokespersons, which performs
fasks aimed af facilifating consensus among party
groups and regulating the work of the Grand National
Assembly of TUrkiye, may be convened upon the
Speaker’s discretion or af the request of a political
party group. When necessary, the Speaker’s deputies
may also be summoned fo the meefings.

Danisma Kurulu Toplantisi

Meeting Hall of Boards of Spokespersons
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Siyasi Parti Gruplari
Political Party Groups

Siyasi parti gruplart TBMMde en az 20 Uyeye
sahip siyasi partiler tarafindan olusturulur. ictizik'te
siyasi parti gruplarina énemli haklar taninmistir. Grup
kuramayan siyasi partilerin bu haklari kullanmalari
mUmkin degildir. Ornedin kanun tekliflerinin tGmo
ve maddeleri Uzerinde her siyasi parti grubunun
konusma hakki varken, grubu bulunmayan siyasi
parti Uyesi milletvekilleri sadece sahislari adina séz
talebinde bulunabilmektedirler. Gruplar, tUm Uyeleriyle
haftada bir gin toplanarak goris alisverisinde
bulunurlar, ortak kararlar alirlar ve bunlar
kamuoyuyla paylasiriar.

Bir siyasi partinin genel baskani ayni zamanda
Meclisteki siyasi parfi grubunun da bagkanidir. Ancak
genel baskan milletvekili degilse grup baskani, grup
Uyesi milletvekilleri arasindan secilir. Grubun yine
kendi Uyeleri arasindan secilen grup bagskanvekilleri,
parti grubunu temsil etmeye ve parti grubu adina
onerge vermeye yetkili olup yasama ve denetim
faaliyetlerinin yiritiimesinde etkin rol oynarlar.

Siyasi parti gruplarinin ¢alismalarina iliskin esaslar,
grup i¢ ydnetmeliklerinde dizenlenir.

i

Parti Grup Toplanti Salonu

Polifical party groups are formed in the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye by polifical parfies with
af least 20 members. The Rules of Procedure grant
significant rights fo political party groups. Political parties
that cannot form a group are unable to exercise these
rights. For example, while every political party group
has the right to speak on all bills and their arficles,
members of political parties without a group may only
request the floor in their personal capacity. Groups
meet once a week with all their members to exchange
views, make joint decisions, and share these with the
public.

The chairman of a political party is also the
chairman of the party’s parliamentary group. However,
if the party chairman is not a member of parliament,
the group chairman is elected from among the group’s
member MPs. The group vice- chairmen, also elected
from among the group’s own members, are authorized
to represent the party group and submit motfions on its
behalf, and they play an active role in the conduct of
legislative and oversight activities.

The principles governing the activities of political
party groups are sef forth in the groups’ internal
regulations.

Party Group ‘Meeting Hall
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Kanun Yapma Yetkisinin Kullanimi ve

Cumhurbaskanhg Kararnamesi

Exercise of Legislative Authority and

Presidential Decree

Torkiye'de kanun yapma yetkisi Turkiye BUyUk
Millet Meclisinindir; kanun koymayaq, degistirmeye
ve kaldirmaya yeftkili tek organ TBMM/dir. Yasama
faaliyetleri TBMMde, Anayasa ve TBMM ictizigi'nde
belirlenmis olan hikim ve usullere gore yerine
getirilir.

1982 Anayasasl, TBMM'yi kanun koyma yetkisi
yénUnden, konu olarak sinirlandirmamistir.

Cumhurbaskani, yuritme yetkisine iliskin konularda
Cumhurbaskanhi@r kararnamesi ¢ikarabilir. Anayasa’nin
ikinci kisminin birinci ve ikinci bélimlerinde yer alan
temel haklar, kisi haklari ve &devleriyle dérdinci
béluminde yer alan siyasi haklar ve édevler
Cumhurbaskanhidr kararnamesiyle dizenlenemez.
Anayasa’da minhasiran kanunla dizenlenmesi
6ngorilen konularda ve kanunda agik¢a dizenlenen
konularda da Cumhurbaskanhi@i kararnamesi
¢lkarilamaz.

Cumhurbaskanhi@r kararnamesi ile kanunlarda
farkll hUkUmler bulunmasi hélinde, kanun hUkUmleri
uygulanir. Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisinin ayni konuda
kanun ¢ikarmasi durumunda ise Cumhurbagkanhdi
kararnamesi hikUmsuz hdéle gelir.

Kanun Teklifleri
Bills

Kanun teklif etmeye yalnizca milletvekilleri yetkilidir.
Kanun teklifinde en az bir milletvekilinin imzasi
bulunur; birden fazla milletvekili bir araya gelip ortak
teklifte de bulunabilirler. Bitce ve kesin hesap kanun
teklifleri ise Cumhurbagskani tarafindan sunulur.

In Turkiye, the legislative authority belongs to the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye; the Grand National
Assembly is the sole body authorized to enact, amend,
and repeal laws. Legislative activities are carried out
in the Grand National Assembly in accordance with
the provisions and procedures established in the
Constitution and the Infernal Regulations of the Grand
National Assembly.

The 1982 Constitution does noft limif the legislative of
GNAT authority in terms of subject matter.

The President may issue presidential decrees on
matters relafed to executive authority. The fundamental
rights, individual rights, and duties setf forth in the
first and second secfions of the second part of the
Constitution, as well as the political rights and duties
sef forth in the fourth section, cannotf be regulated
by presidential decrees. Presidential decrees also
cannof be issued on matters expressly required by the
Constitution fo be regulated exclusively by law, or on
matters explicitly regulated by law.

In cases where a Presidential Decree contains
provisions differing from those in laws, the provisions
of the law shall apply. If the Grand National Assembly
of TUrkiye enacts a law on the same subject, the
Presidential Decree becomes null and void.

Only members of Parliament are authorized to
infroduce bills. A bill must bear the signature of af least
one member of Parliament; multiple members may also
come fogether to infroduce a joint bill. Budget and final
accounts bills, however, are submitted by the President.



BUGUNKU TURKIYE BUYUK MILLET MECLISI
THE CURRENT GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKIYE

Komisyon Toplanti Salonlari
Committee Meeting Halls

10



Komisyonlar
Standing Committees

Komisyonlar, kanun tekliflerini ayrintili olarak
inceleyen kurullardir. Komisyonlar, esas komisyon ve
tali komisyon olarak ikiye ayrilmaktadir. Bu ayrim,
icerigi itibariyla birden ¢ok komisyonu ilgilendiren
kanun teklifleri icin s&z konusudur. Tali komisyonun
gorevi, teklifin kendi uzmanlik alanini ilgilendiren
yonU veya maddeleri Uzerinde esas komisyona
gorus bildirmektir. Genel Kurulda esas komisyonun
raporu Uzerinde gérisme yapilir. Kanun teklifinin
hangi komisyonda gérusulecegine ve esas ya da fali
komisyonlarin hangileri olacagina TBMM Baskanhdi
karar verir. Komisyona havale edilen her feklif, ayni
zamanda Gelen Kagitlar listesinde yayimlanarak tOm
milletvekillerine duyurulur.

Komisyonlarin, kanun tekliflerini Meclis
Baskanliginin havale tarihinden itibaren 45 gin iginde
sonu¢landirmalari gerekir. Bu stre fali komisyonlar igin
10 gundur.

Komisyon toplantilarina milletvekilleri,
Cumhurbaskani yardimcisi, bakanlar, bakan
yardimcilari ve Ust kademe kamu ydneticileri ile
sivil toplum kuruluslarinin temsilcileri katilabilir. Bu
katiimcilarin tmU, komisyon baskaninin séz vermesi
Uzerine g&rus ve Onerilerini agiklayabilirler. Ancak,
komisyon Uyeleri disinda kimse degisiklik &dnergesi
veremez ve oy kullanamaz.

Komisyon toplantilarinda éncelikle kanun teklifinin
Anayasa’ya uygunlugu incelenir. Daha sonra
teklifin tGm0 ve maddeleri Uzerinde goérisme aglilrr,
maddeler ile maddeler Uzerindeki degisiklik dnergeleri
ile sonunda teklifin ttmU oylanir. Teklif Gzerindeki
gorusmelerini tamamlayan komisyon, konuyla ilgili
raporunu Genel Kurul gindemine alinmasi amaciyla
TBMM Baskanlidina sunar. Baskanlik da raporu
bastirip milletvekillerine daditir. Raporda, konu
hakkinda komisyonun dusinceleri ile komisyonca
yapilan degisikliklerin gerekceleri ve komisyonun kabul
ettigi metin yer alr.

Commitfees are bodies that examine bills in detail.
Committees are divided into standing commitfees and
subcommittees. This disfinction applies fo bills that
concern more than one committee in ferms of their
content. The role of the subcommittee is fo provide the
standing commitfee with an opinion on the aspects or
arficles of the bill that pertain to its area of expertise.
The Plenary debates the main committee’s report.

The Bureau decides which committee will review the

bill and which committees will serve as the main or
subcommittees. Every bill referred to a committee is
simultaneously published in the Incoming Documents list
and made known to all members of parliament.

Committees must conclude their deliberations on
bills within 45 days from the datfe of referral by the
Specaker of the Assembly. This period is 10 days for
subcommittees.

Members of Parlioment, the Vice President,
ministers, deputy ministers, senior public officials, and
representatives of civil society organizations may
affend committee meetings—may parficipate. All such
parficipants may express their views and suggestions
upon being called upon by the committee chair.
However, no one ofher than committee members may
submit amendments or cast votes.

At committee meetings, the consfitutionality of the
bill is first examined. Subsequently, a deliberation is
opened on the bill as a whole and its articles; the
articles, along with proposed amendments to them,
are debafed, and finally, the bill as a whole is put
to a vote. Upon completing its deliberafions on the
bill, the committee submits its report fo the Bureau of
Grand National Assembly of TUrkiye for inclusion on the
Plenary’s agenda. The Bureau then prints the report
and distributes it fo the members of parliament. The
report includes the committee’s views on the matter,
the justfifications for the amendments made by the
committee, and the text approved by the committee.
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Komisyon raporu, toplantiya katilan milletvekillerince
imzalanir. Raporun timine veya belirli bir kismina
muhalif olan veya ¢ekimser kalan komisyon Uyeleri,
goruUslerini rapora ekleyebilirler.

TBMMde ihtisas komisyonlari ¢alisma alanlarina
goére soyle siralanir:

Anayasa Komisyonu

Adalet Komisyonu

Milli Savunma Komisyonu

icisleri Komisyonu

Disisleri Komisyonu

Milli Egitim, KUltUr, Genglik ve Spor Komisyonu
Bayindirlik, imar, Ulastirma ve Turizm Komisyonu
Cevre Komisyonu

Saglik, Aile, Calisma ve Sosyal isler Komisyonu
Tarim, Orman ve Kd&yisleri Komisyonu

Sanayi, Ticaret, Enerji, Tabii Kaynaklar, Bilgi ve
Teknoloji Komisyonu

Dilekge Komisyonu

Plan ve BiUtce Komisyonu

Kamu iktisadi Tesebbusleri Komisyonu
insan Haklarini inceleme Komisyonu
Avrupa Birligi Uyum Komisyonu
Kadin Erkek Firsat Esitligi Komisyonu
Guvenlik ve istihbarat Komisyonu

Dijital Mecralar Komisyonu

The committee report is signed by the members of
parliament who aftended the meeting. Committee
members who oppose the entire report or a specific
part of if, or who abstain, may atfach their opinions
to the reportr.

The specialized committees of the Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye are listed below according fo
their areas of expertise:

Committee on Constitution
Commiffee on Justice
Commiftfee on National Defense
Committee on Infernal Affairs
Committee on Foreign Affairs

Committee on National Education, Culture, Youth,
and Sports

Commifttee on PublicWorks, Re-
Construction, Transportation and Tourism

Committee on Environment

Committee on Health, Family, Labor and Social
Affairs

Commiffee on Agriculfure, Forestry and Rural Affairs

Committee on Industry, Trade, Energy,
NafuralResources, Information and Technology

Committee on Petition

Commitfee on Plan and Budget

Committee on Stafe Economic Enferprises
Committee on Human Rights Inquiry
Committee on European Union Harmonization

Committee on Equal Opportunity for Women and
Men

Committee on Security and Intelligence

Committee on Digital Media
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ihtisas komisyonlarinin bir kismi sadece kanun
yapimi ile gérevlidirler; insan Haklarini inceleme
Komisyonu ile Kadin Erkek Firsat Esitligi Komisyonu
kanun tekliflerini gérismenin yaninda bu komisyonlara
gdrev alani ile ilgili konularda bireysel basvuru da
yapilabilir.

Dilekge Komisyonuna da yine vatandaslar
dilekce hakki kapsaminda bagsvurabilirler. GUvenlik ve
istihbarat Komisyonu ile Dijital Mecralar Komisyonu
ise kanun feklifi gérismeyip kurulus kanunlarinda
kendilerine verilen goérevleri yerine getirirler.

Some of the specialized commitfees are responsible
solely for legislative matters; in addition to reviewing
pbills, the Committee on Human Rights Inquiry and the
Committee on Gender Equality also accept individual
petitions regarding matters within their respective areas
of responsibility.

Citizens may also submit petitions fo the Committee
on Petitions under their right to petition. The Committee
on Security and Inteligence and the Committee on
Digital Media, however, do not review bills but carry out
the dufies assigned fo them in their founding laws.
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Genel Kurul
Plenary

The Plenary is the final decision-making body where
legislative and oversight activities, as well as other
parliamentary functions, are carried out. Bills reviewed
by committees are debated and enacted into law in
the Plenary. Additionally, the Plenary makes decisions on
various matters provided for in the Constitution, the Rules
of Procedure, and laws, and conducts elections.

According fo the Rules of Procedure, the Plenary
typically convenes on Tuesdays from 3:00 PM fo 9:00 PM,
and on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 PM to 9:00
PM. However, upon the recommendation of the Board of
Spokespersons, the Plenary may change the week, day,
and fime of its meetings, or decide fo hold meetings on
other days.

Plenary proceedings are broadcast live via the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye (GNAT) Television and the
official website.
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Kanunlarin Yorirlige Girmesi
Entry Into Force of Laws

TBMM'de kabul edilen bir kanunun yUrirlige
girebilmesi icin Cumhurbaskani tarafindan en
ge¢ 15 gin icinde Resmi Gazete'de yayimlanmasi
gerekir. Cumhurbaskani, yayimlanmasini kismen veya
tamamen uygun bulmadidi kanunlari, gerekgeleriyle
birlikte bir daha gorisilmek Uzere TBMM'ye geri
gdnderebilir.

Kanunun tamaminin yayimlanmasi uygun
bulunmamissa famami yeniden gorUsulur. Kanunun
kismen uygun bulunmamasi durumunda ise TBMM
yeniden sadece o maddeleri goérusebilecedi gibi
tamamini da goérusedbilir.

TBMM, geri génderilen kanun Uzerinde
kismen veya tamamen bir degisiklik yaparsa,
Cumhurbagkaninin kanunu yeniden Meclise geri
gbnderme yetkisi vardrr.

TBMM geri génderilen kanunu, degisiklik
yapmadan, Uye tam sayisinin salt cogunluguyla,
aynen kabul ederse, Cumhurbaskani o kanunu Resmi
Gazete'de yayimlamak durumundadir. Cumhurbaskani
isterse kanunun iptali icin Anayasa Mahkemesinde
dava acabilir. Anayasa degdisiklikleri bir kanun teklifi
ile yapilabilir. Ancak Anayasa degisikligi teklifinde
bulunabilmek icin Meclis Uye tam sayisinin en az Uc¢te
biri olan 200 milletvekilinin imzasinin teklifte bulunmasi
zorunludur.

For a law adopted by the Grand National Assembly
of Turkiye to enter info force, it must be published in the
Official Gazette by the President within 15 days at the
latest. The President may send back laws that he deems
partially or entirely inappropriafe for publication, along
with his reasons, to the Grand National Assembly of

TUrkiye for further consideration.

If the publication of the entire law is deemed
inappropriate, the entire law is reconsidered. If the
law is deemed inappropriate in part, the GNAT may

reconsider only those specific arficles or the entire law.

If the GNAT makes partial or complefe amendments
to the returned law, the President has the authority to

send back the law to the Assembly again.

If the GNAT accepts the refurned law as is, without
making any changes, by a simple majority of ifs fotal
membership, the President is required to publish that
low in the Official Gazette. If the President so desires,
he may file a lawsuit with the Constitutional Court to

have the law annulled.



BUGUNKU TURKIYE BUYUK MILLET MECLISI
THE CURRENT GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKIYE




Anayasa Degisiklikleri

Amendments to the Constitution

Anayasa degisikligi teklifleri Genel Kurulda iki defa
gorusulur. Teklifin kabuly, Uye tam sayisinin beste U¢U
olan 360 milletvekilinin gizli oyuyla mUmkinduir. Meclis
tarafindan Uye tam sayisinin beste U¢U ile veya Ucte
ikisinden az oy ile kabul edilen Anayasa degisikligi
hakkindaki kanun, Cumhurbaskani tarafindan

halkoyuna sunulur.

Meclis Uye fam sayisinin U¢te iki cogunlugu ile
kabul edilen Anayasa degisikligine iliskin kanun veya
gerekli gorilen maddeleri Cumhurbaskani tarafindan
halkoyuna sunulabilir. Halkoylamasina sunulmayan
Anayasa degisikligine iliskin Kanun veya ilgili

maddeler Resmi Gazete'de yaymlanir.

Cumhurbaskani Anayasa degisikligine iliskin
kanunu, bir daha gérisulmesi amaciyla Meclise
gdénderebilir. Meclis, geri gdnderilen kanunu Uye
tam sayisinin Ucte ikisi ile aynen kabul ederse

Cumhurbaskani bu kanunu halkoyuna sunabilir.
Halkoyuna sunulan Anayasa degdisikligi teklifine
iliskin kanunun yuUrUrlige girmesi icin gecerli oylarin

yarisindan fazlasinin kabul oyu olmasi gerekir.

Constitutional amendments may be proposed
through a bill. However, in order fo propose a
constitutional amendment, the bill must be signed by
af least one-third of the total number of members
of the Assembly, which is 200 deputies. Proposals for
consfitutional amendments are debated fwice in the
Plenary. The proposal may be adopted by a secref
ballot of 360 members of Parliament, which constitutes
three-fifths of the fotal membership. A law regarding a
consfitutional amendment adopted by the Parliament
with a three-fifths majority of the fofal membership, or
with-a majority of less than two-thirds, is submitted to @
referendum by the President.

A loaw regarding a constitutional amendment or
the necessary provisions may be submitted fo @
public referendum by the President. A law regarding a
constifutional amendment or the relevant provisions not
submitted to a public referendum is published in the
Official Gazette.

The President may send back the law regarding the
constitutional amendment to the Assembly for further
consideration. If the Assembly adopts the returned law
as is by a two-thirds majority of its total membership,
the President may submit this law to a referendum.

For a law regarding a proposed constitutional
amendment submitted to a referendum fo enter into
force, more than half of the valid votes must be in
favor.






Kanunlarin Anayasa’ya
Uygunlugu

Incompatibility of Laws With
the Constitution

Laws, presidential decrees, and the Infernal Regulations
of the Grand Natfional Assembly of TUrkiye must be
in conformity with the Constitufion in both form and
substance. In cases of dispute, the Constitutional Court
is the final authority. Under the Constitution, the right fo
directly file an annulment action with the Constitutional
Court is granfed to the President, the two polifical party
groups with the largest number of members in the Grand
National Assembly, and af least one-fifth of the tofal
membership of the Grand Natfional Assembly. The fime limit
for filing an annulment action is 60 days from the date the
regulation sought fo be annulled is published in the Official
Gazette. In addition, a local court hearing a case may also
apply to the Constitutional Court on the grounds that the
applicable law or a presidential decree is contfrary fo the
Constitution.
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Denetim islevi
Oversight Function

Turkiye BUyuk Millet Meclisi, yOrUtmenin eylem ve
islemleri hakkinda bilgi edinme ve denetleme yetkisini,
Anayasa’da belirlenen parlamenter denetim yollarini
isleterek kullanmaktadir. Bu yollar; yazili soru, genel
gorusme, Meclis arastirmasi ve Meclis sorusturmasidr.

Yazili soru, milletvekillerinin bir dnerge ile
yUrUtmenin gérev ve yetkileri ile ilgili bir konuda
Cumhurbaskani yardimcisi ve ilgili bakanlardan bilgi
almalarini saglayan bilgi edinme ve denetim yoludur.
S&z konusu bilgilendirme faaliyeti, milletvekilleri
tarafindan verilen yazili soru énergelerinin TBMM
Baskanliginca ilgili bakanhiga veya Cumhurbaskani
Yardimciligina iletiimesi ve ilgililerinin 15 gin iginde sdz
konusu sorulari yanitlamasi yoluyla yUrUtUlmektedir.

Genel gérisme, toplumu ve devlet faaliyetlerini
ilgilendiren belli bir konunun, Turkiye BUyuk Millet
Meclisi Genel Kurulunda gérusilmesidir. Genel
goérusme acgiimasi, siyasi parti gruplari veya en az 20
milletvekili tarafindan yazill bir dnergeyle istenebilir.

Meclis arastirmasi ve Meclis sorusturmasi ise
TBMM Genel Kurulunun kurdugu komisyonlar eliyle
yUrutUlmektedir.

Meclis arastirmasi, yasama organinin bir konuda
bilgi ediniimek icin kendi icinden olusturdugu 6zel
bir komisyon eliyle yapilan incelemeden ibarettir.
Meclis arastirmasi acilmasi; siyasi parti gruplari veya
en az 20 milletvekili tarafindan yazili bir dnergeyle
istenebilir. Onergenin kabull ve siyasi parti gruplari
tarafindan belirlenen Meclis arastirma komisyonu Uye
adaylarinin Genel Kurulca onaylanmasi ile birlikte
komisyon kurulmus olur. Komisyon ¢alismalarinin esasy;
arastirma konusu yapilan sorun ile ilgili bir rapor
hazirlamaktir. Bu rapor, komisyonda kabul edildikten
sonra Uzerinde Genel Kurulda genel gérisme
aclimaktadr.

The Grand National Assembly of TUrkiye exercises
its authority to obtain information and oversee the
actions and decisions of the executive organ by utilizing
the parliamentary oversight mechanisms outlined in
the Constitution. These mechanisms include written
questions, general debates, parliamentary inquiries, and
parliamentary inquiries.

A written question is a mechanism for information
gathering and oversight that enables members of
parliament fo request information from the Vice
President and relevant ministers regarding matters
pertaining fo the executive organ’s duties and
authorities through a motion. This information-gathering
process is carried out by the Speaker of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye forwarding writfen
questions submitted by members of parliament fo the
relevant ministry or the Office of the Vice President, and
by the relevant parties responding to these questions
within 15 days.

A general debate is the deliberation of a specific
issue of interest fo society and state acfivities in the
Plenary of the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye. A
general debate may be requested through a written
motion by political party groups or at least 20 members
of parliament.

Parliamentary inquiries and parliamentary inquiries,
on the other hand, are conducted through committees
established by the Plenary of the Grand National
Assembly of TUrkiye.

A parliamentary inquiry consists of an inquiry
conducted by a special committee formed within the
legislative body fo gather information on a specific
matter. The inifiafion of a parliamentary inquiry may
be requested by political party groups or af least 20
members of parliament through a writfen motfion. The
committee is established once the motion is adopted
and the members nominated by political party groups
are approved by the Plenary. The primary purpose
of the commiftee’s work is fo prepare a report on
the issue under inquiry. After this report is adopfed by
the committee, a general debate is held on it in the
Plenary.
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Meclis sorusturmasi, Cumhurbaskani yardimcilari
veya bakanlarin goérevleri sirasinda ve gorevleriyle
ilgili olarak islemis olduklari su¢lardan dolayi,
Anayasa Mahkemesinin YUce Divan sifatiyla yaphdi
yargilamanin baslamasini saglayan ve bizzat yasama
organi tarafindan yerine getirilen hukuki sureci ifade
eder. Meclis sorusturmasi agiimasi TBMM Uye tam
sayisinin salt ¢cogunlugunun verecedi bir dnerge ile
istenebilir. Meclis sorusturmasi agiimasi hakkinda
Genel Kurulda yapilan gérismeler sonunda Meclis
sorusturmasi acilabilmesi icin Uye tam sayisinin beste
U¢U olan 360 milletvekilinin oyu gerekir. Kurulan
15 Uyeli Meclis sorusturmasi komisyonu tarafindan
¢alismalarinin sonunda hazirlanan rapor, Yoce
Divana sevk veya sevk etmeme ydnunde ¢ikmaktadir.
Rapor Uzerinde gérismeler tamamlandiktan sonrg,
rapor Genel Kurulda gizli oyla karara baglanir.

Bu kararda Uye tam sayisinin Uc¢te ikisi olan

400 milletvekilinin oyu aranir. Yice Divana sevk
yonundeki kararlar, 7 gin icinde Anayasa Mahkemesi
Baskanligina gdnderilir.

Bu denetim yollari disinda Dilek¢e Komisyonu,
insan Haklarini inceleme Komisyonu, Kadin Erkek
Firsat Esitligi Komisyonu, Kamu iktisadi Tesebbusleri
Komisyonu, Givenlik ve istihbarat Komisyonu ve
Dijital Mecralar Komisyonu gibi daimi komisyonlar da
denetim faaliyeti yUrGtmektedir.
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A parliamentary inquiry refers to the legal process
initfiated by the legislative body itself to trigger a trial
conducted by the Constitutional Court in its capacity
as the High Court, regarding crimes committed by Vice
Presidents or ministers during the performance of their
duties or in connection with their duties. A parliamentary
inquiry may be requested through a moftion passed
by an absolute majority of the fotal membership of
the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye. Following the
deliberafions held in the Plenary regarding the opening
of a parliamentary inquiry, the Assembly’s inquiry—For
the motion to be adopted, the votes of 360 members
of parliamenf—equivalent to three-fifths of the total
membership—are required. The report prepared by the
15- member parliamentary inquiry committee af the
conclusion of its work recommends either referring the
matter o the Supreme Court or not. Affer deliberations
on the report are completed, the report is put fo a vote
in the Plenary by secref ballot. This decision requires the
votes of 400 members of parliament, which is two-thirds
of the fofal membership. Decisions to refer the matter
to the Supreme Court are sent fo the Presidency of the
Constitutional Court within 7 days.

In addition fo these oversight procedures, standing
committees such as the Committee on Petitions, the
Committee on Human Rights Inquiry, the Committee
on Gender Equdlity, the Committfee on Stafe Economic
Enterprises, the Committee on Security and Infelligence,
and the Committee on Digital Media also conduct
oversight acfivities.
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Dis iliskiler
Foreign Relations

TBMM; Meclis Baskan, ihtisas komisyonlari,
dostluk gruplari ve Uyesi oldugu uluslararasi kurumlar
ile ¢ok yodun bir parlamenter diplomasi faaliyeti
yUrUtmektedir. TBMM'de her yasama ddéneminde
bizzat milletvekillerinden olusan onlarca dostluk
grubu kurulmaktadir. Dost olunan Ulke parlamentolari
ile bu gruplara Uye olan TBMM Uyeleri arasinda
karsilikh siki iliskiler yOrUtUimektedir. Dostluk gruplarinin
amaci, parlamentolar Uzerinden iki Ulke insanlarini
birbirlerine yakinlagtirmak ve sorunlarinin ¢6zimine
katki saglamaktir.

TBMM'nin dogrudan Uyesi oldugu cesitli
uluslararasi parlomento 6rgutleri de bulunmaktadir.
Bunlarla olan iliskiler daha kurumsal dizeydedir.

TBMM'nin Uyesi oldugu ve milletvekilleriyle temsil
edildigi uluslararasi kurumlar sunlardir:

. AGITPA (Avrupa Guvenlik ve isbirligi Teskilati
Parlamenter Asamblesi)

- NATOPA (NATO Parlamenter Asamblesi)
- AKPM (Avrupa Konseyi Parlamenter Meclisi)

- TUrkiye-AB KPK (Turkiye-Avrupa Birligi Karma
Parlamento Komisyonu)

- ISIPAB (islam is Birligi Teskilati Parlamento Birligi)
- APA (Asya Parlamenter Asamblesi)

- AIBPA (Akdeniz icin Birlik Parlamenter Asamblesi)
- PAB (Parlamentolar Arasi Birlik)

- KEIPA (Karadeniz Ekonomik isbirligi Parlamenter
Asamblesi)

- AKDENIZ-PA (Akdeniz Parlamenter Asamblesi)
. TURKPA (TUrk Devletleri Parlamenter Asamblesi)

- EITPA (Ekonomik isbirligi Teskilati Parlamenter
Asamblesi)

- GDAUPA (Giney Dogu Avrupa s Birligi Sureci
Parlamenter Asamblesi)
- AND Parlamentosu (PARLANDINO)

- PARLATINO (Latin Amerikan ve Karayipler
Parlamentosu)

- AIPA (ASEAN Parlamentolar Arasi Asamblesi)

The Grand National Assembly of Turkiye (GNAT)
conducts very infensive parliamentary diplomacy
through the Speaker of the GNAT, standing committees,
infer-parliamentary friendship groups, and the
infernational organizations of which it is a member.
During each legislafive session, dozens of friendship
groups composed of members of parliament are
established within the GNAT. Close mutual ties are
mainfained between the parliaments of friendly nations
and the GNAT members who are part of these groups.
The purpose of friendship groups is fo bring the people
of the two countries closer fogether through their
parliaments and fo confribute fo the resolution of their
issues.

There are also various internafional parliamentary
organizations of which the GNAT is a direct member.
Relations with these organizations are conducted af a
more institutional level.

The international institutions of which the GNAT is a
member and in which it is represented by its deputies
are as follows:

- OSCE PA (Parliamentary Assembly of the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in
- Europe)

- NATOPA (Parliamentary Assembly of the North
Aflantic Treaty Organization)

- PACE (Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe)

- Turkiye-EU JPC (Turkiye-European Union Joint
Parliamentary Committee)

- PUIC (Parliamentary Union of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation)

- APA (Asian Parliamentary Assembly)

- PAUFM (Parliamentary Assembly Union for the
Mediterranean)

- IPU (Inter-Parliamentary Union)

- PABSEC (Parliamentary Assembly of Black Sea
Economic Cooperation)

- PAM (Parliamentary Assembly Mediterranean)
- TURKPA (Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic States)

- PAECO (Parliamentary Assembly of the Economic
Cooperation Organization)

- SEECPPA (Parliamentary Assembly of the South-
East European Cooperation Process)

- Andean Parliament (PARLANDINO)
- PARLATINO (Latin American and Caribbean
Parliament)

- AIPA (ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly)
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Yasama ve Yiritme Arasindaki iligki
Relationship Between the Legislative and Executive Organs

Anayasa, sert kuvvetler ayriidini hUkim altina
alarak yasama ve yUritmenin goérev ve yetkilerini
acik¢a belirtir. Diger taraftan Cumhurbaskani ve
TUrkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi arasindaki iliskileri de
dizenler.

Yasama yetkisi TUrk milleti adina Torkiye BUyUk
Millet Meclisine qittir. Ayrica TBMM, yUritmenin eylem
ve islemleri hakkinda bilgi edinme ve denetleme
araglarina sahipfir.

YUrUtme yetkisi ve gorevi ise ayni zamanda
Devletin basi olan Cumhurbaskani tarafindan kullanilir
ve yerine getirilir. Sert kuvvetler ayriid@ina dayanan
Cumhurbaskanli@r htkdmet sisteminde, yUritme
yasamadan tUmuyle ayrilir. YOrotme organi, yasama
organinin guvenine dayanmadan gdreve baslar;
Cumhurbaskani halk oyuyla secilir. Bir kisi segim
déneminde ya Cumhurbaskani adayi ya milletvekili
adayi olabilir.

Cumhurbaskani yardimcisi ve bakanlar ise
dogrudan Cumhurbaskani tarafindan atanir.
Cumhurbaskani yardimcisi veya bakan olarak atanan
bir milletvekilinin TBMM Uyeligi de sona erer.

Cumhurbaskani, yuritme yetkisine iliskin konularda
Cumhurbaskanh@r kararnamesi ¢ikarabilir. Ancak
Cumhurbaskanli@r kararnamesi ile kanunlarda ayni
konuda farkli htkimler bulunmasi hélinde kanun
hUkUmleri uygulanir.

The Constitution establishes a strict separation of
powers, clearly defining the duties and authorities of
the legislative and executive organs. It also regulates
the relationship between the President and the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye.

Legislative authority belongs to the Grand
National Assembly of Turkiye on behalf of the Turkish
Nation. Furthermore, the Grand National Assembly
possesses the means fo obtain information about
and oversee the actions and proceedings of the
executive organ.

Executive authority and responsibility are
exercised and carried out by the President, who is
also the head of state. In the presidential system of
government, which is based on a strict separation
of powers, the executive organ is completely
separafe from the legislative organ. The executive
organ assumes office without the confidence of the
legislative organ; the President is elected by popular
vote. During an election period, an individual may
be either a presidential candidate or a parliamentary
candidate.

The Vice President and ministers, however, are
appointed directly by the President. If a member
of parliament is appointed as Vice President or a
minister, their membership in the Grand Natfional
Assembly of TUrkiye also ends.

The President may issue presidential decrees on
matters relafed to executive authority. However, if
there are conflicting provisions in laws, the provisions
of the law shall prevail.
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Kanun teklif etmeye Anayasa hukUmleri geredi
milletvekilleri yetkili olmakla beraber bitce ve kesin
hesap kanun teklifleri Cumhurbaskaninca TBMM'ye
sunulur. OlaganUstu hdl kararlari, olaganisti
hal Cumhurbaskaniidi kararnameleri, uluslararasi
antlasmalar, yabanci Ulkelere asker gbnderme
tezkereleri TBMM onayina sunulur. Diger taraftan
Cumhurbaskanina da kanun fekliflerini TBMM‘ye
tekrar gérusUlmesi igin geri gdnderme yetkisi ve
Resmi Gazete'de yayimlama gérevi verilmistir.

Cumhurbaskani secimleri ve milletvekili genel
secimleri ayni ginde yapillir. Segimlerin yenilenmesine
dair karar da hem Cumhurbaskani hem TBMM
tarafindan alinabilir, bu durumda her ikisinin de
gorevi beraber sona erer.

Yasama ve yUrdtme arasinda etkilesimi saglayan
araglardan biri de Cumhurbaskaninin mesaj verme
yetkisidir. Anayasa’da dizenlenen mesaj verme
mekanizmasi ile Cumhurbaskani; Ulkenin ic ve dis
siyaseti hakkinda Meclise mesqj verebilir. Ayrica
Cumhurbaskani, gerekli gordigi takdirde, yasama
yilinin ilk ginU Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisinde agilis
konusmasini yapar.
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While members of parliament are authorized to
propose laws in accordance with the provisions of
the Constitution, budget and final account bills are
submitted fo the GNAT by the President. Decisions on
states of emergency, presidential decrees regarding
states of emergency, international treaties, and
authorizations fo send froops fo foreign countries
are submitted to the GNAT for approval. On the
ofher hand, the President is granted the authority to
send back bills to the Grand National Assembly for
reconsideratfion and the duty fo publish them in the
Official Gazette.

Presidential elections and general parliamentary
elections are held on the same day. A decision
to hold new elections may be made by both the
President and the Grand National Assembly; in such
a case, the terms of both offices end simultaneously.

One of the mechanisms facilitating inferaction
between the legislative and executive organs is the
President’s authority to issue messages. Through
the mechanism for issuing messages established
in the Constitution, the President may address the
Parliament regarding the country’s domestic and
foreign policies. Furthermore, if deemed necessary,
the President delivers the opening address at the
Grand National Assembly of Turkiye on the first day
of the legislative year.
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I. Meclis Binasi (1920-1924) First Parliament Building
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I. Meclis Binasi
First Parliament Building

Milli MUcadele’nin merkezi ve Turkiye
Cumbhuriyeti'nin bagkenti Ankara’nin Altindag ilcesine
bagl Ulus semtinde bulunan I. TBMM Binasinin
yapimina 1916 yilinda baglanmigtir. Binanin projesi
Mimar Salim Bey’e aittir. Proje, ittihat ve Terakki
Firkasi Ankara Temsilcisi Memduh Sevket (Esendal)
Bey tarafindan yUritiimus; yapim islerini ise
Kolordu Askeri Mimari Hasif Bey idare etmistir.
22x43 metre boyutlarinda, bodrum Uzerine tek katl
olarak insa edilen bina, kemerler, genis sacaklar
ve iki balkonla zenginlestirilmistir. Binanin en dikkat
cekici &zelliklerinden biri, duvarlarinda Ankara tasi
olarak da bilinen andezitin kullaniimis olmasidir. Tirk
mimari stilini yansitan bing, Ulusal Mimarlik Akimr'nin
Ankara'daki ilk érneklerinden biri kabul edilmektedir.

I. TBMM Binasl, giriste yer alan uzun koridora
acilan, bUyUkli kigukli dokuz oda ve bir Toplant
Salonundan olusmaktadir. Toplanti (Genel Kurul)
Salonu, koridorun hemen sag tarafinda yer
almaktadir. Kirsu, Ankarall marangozlarin yani sira
Kolorduda yer alan diger marangozlarin ortak
calismasiyla yapilip Meclise hediye edilmistir. Mebus
siralart ise Ankara Ogretmen Okulunun uygulama
sinifindan getirilmistir. Salonu aydinlatan iki petrol
lambasi ve sac sobalar da civar kahvehanelerden
temin edilmistir. Koridorun sol tarafinda yer alan
ilk oda Riyaset Divani Odasrdir. Hemen yaninda
Encimen Odasi ve Dinlenme Odasi bulunmaktadir.
Koridorun sag tarafinda yer alan ik oda mescittir.
ikinci oda ise Mustafa Kemalin calisma odasi olarak
kullandigi Reis Odasidrr.

Construction of the First Grand Nafional Assembly
Building, located in the Ulus neighborhood of the
Altindag district in Ankara—the center of the War of
Independence and the capital of the Republic of
Turkiye—began in 1916. The building was designed
by Architect Salim Bey. The project was overseen
by Memduh Sevket (Esendal) Bey, the Ankara
Representative of the Committee of Union and
Progress; construction work was managed by Corps
Military Architect Hasif Bey. Built as a single-story
structure on a basement foundation, measuring
22x43 meters, the building is enriched with arches,
wide eaves, and two balconies. One of the building’s
most striking features is the use of andesite, also
known as Ankara sfone, in ifs walls. Reflecting the
Turkish architectural style, the building is considered
one of the first examples of the Natfional Architecture
Movement in Ankara.

The First Grand National Assembly Building
consists of nine rooms of various sizes and @
Meeting Hall, all opening onfo the long corridor af
the enfrance. The Meeting (Plenary) Hall is located
immediately fo the right of the corridor. The podium
was craffed through the collaborative efforts of
carpenters from Ankara and other carpenfers
stationed at the Corps, and was presented as a
gift fo the Assembly. The benches for the MPs were
brought from the practical training classroom of the
Ankara Teachers’ College. The two kerosene lamps
and cast-iron stoves illuminating the hall were also
procured from nearby coffeehouses. The first room
on the leff side of the corridor is the Speaker’s
Council Room. Adjacent to it are the Committee
Room and the Rest Room. The first room on the
right side of the corridor is the Mosque. The second
room is the President’s Office, which Mustafa Kemal
used as his study.
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Kurtulus Savasi sirasinda bitin askeri ve

siyasi kararlarin alindigy, 12 Mart 1921'de istiklal
Mars’'nin kabul edildigi, 23 Adustos 1923'te Lozan
Antlasmasinin onaylandigi, 13 Ekim 1923'te
Ankara’nin bagkent olmasinin kabul edildigi, 29 Ekim
1923te Cumhuriyet’in ilan edildigi bu bing, Turkiye
Cumbhuriyeti'nin kurulusuna sahitlik etmis anitsal bir
yapi niteligi tasimaktadir.

15 Ekim 1924%e dek Meclis Binasi olarak hizmet
veren yapl, daha sonra Cumhuriyet Halk Firkasi
Genel Merkezi ve Hukuk Mektebi olarak kullaniimis,
1952 yiinda Maarif Nezaretine devredilmistir. 1957'de
mize olmasi kararlastiriimig, 1961'de ise Turkiye BUyUk
Millet Meclisi MUzesi'ne ddénUstUriimuostir. Bina 1981
yilindg, Mustafa Kemal Atatirk'Un Dogumunun
100. Yilini Kutlama Programi ¢ercevesinde,

KOItUr Bakanhdr Eski Eserler ve Muzeler Genel
MUdirlgune devredilmis, restorasyon ve teshir-tanzim
¢calismalarinin tamamlanmasinin ardindan da 23
Nisan 1981de Kurtulus Savasi MuUzesi olarak ziyarete
acilmistir. 2009 yilinda Koltdr ve Turizm Bakanh@indan
Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisine devredilen |. TBMM
Binasi hdlen “Kurtulus Savasi Mizesi” olarak ziyarete
agiktir.

Cumhuriyet’in ik yonetim merkezi olan |.
TBMM Binasi'nda, Toplanti Salonu’nun tarihi yapisi
muhafaza edilmistir. Bununla beraber pek ¢ok belge,
fotograf, ethografik obje, 1918-1923 yillari arasinda
yasanan olaylari yansitan yagh boya tablolar ve
milletvekillerine ait bazi sahsi esyalar da hizmete
acllan mize bunyesinde sergilenmektedir.

This building, where all military and historic decisions
were made during the War of Independence, the
Natfional Anthem was adopted on March 12, 1921, the
Treaty of Lausanne was ratified on August 23, 1923,
and Ankara became the capital, and the Republic was
proclaimed on Octfober 29, 1923. This building serves as
a monumental structure that witnessed the founding of
the Republic of Turkiye.

The building, which served as the Parliament
Building until October 15, 1924, was later used as the
headquarters of the Republican People’s Party and as
a law school, and was fransferred to the Ministry of
Education in 1952. In 1957, it was decided to convert it
info a museum, and in 1961, it was transformed info the
Museum of the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye.

In 1981, as part of the program commemorafing the
100th anniversary of Mustafa Kemal Atatirk’s birth, the
building was transferred to the General Directorate

of Anfiquities and Museums under the Ministry of
Culture. Following the completion of restoration and
exhibition design work, it opened fo the public as the
War of Independence Museum on April 23, 1981. In
2009, the First Grand National Assembly of Turkiye
Building is currently open to the public as the “War of
Independence Museum.”

In the First Grand National Assembly Building,
which served as the Republic’s first administrative
center, the historic structure of the Assembly Hall has
been preserved. In addition, numerous documents,
photographs, ethnographic objects, oil paintings
depicting events from 1918 to 1923, and some personal
belongings of members of parliament are on display
within the newly opened museum.
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The inauguration of the GNAT, April 23, 1920
(Source: Turkish Historical Society Archives)
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1. Meclis Binasi (1924-1960) Second Parliament Building (1924-1960)
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Il. Meclis Binasi
Second Parliament Building

Kurtulus Savasi sirasinda tOm askeri ve siyasi
kararlarin alindigi I. TBMM Binasi, Cumhuriyet’in
ilanindan kisa bir sire sonra ¢alismalar icin yetersiz
kalmaya baslamistir. Torkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi,
faaliyetlerini daha yeterli ve donanimli bir mekénda
surdUrmesi icin 1924 yilinda yeni bir meclis binasinin
hazirlanmasina karar vermigtir. 3 Subat 1924'%e
Hd&kimiyet-i Milliye gazetesinin bas sayfasinda yeni bir
meclis binasinin yapimi i¢cin devlet but¢esinden para
ayrildigr duyurulmustur. Baslangigta Cumhuriyet Halk
Firkasi Mahfili (Genel Merkezi) olarak planlanan, I.
TBMM Binasi'na yaklasik 200 metre uzaklikia bulunan
ve mimar Vedat Tek'in tasarladigi binanin meclis
binasi olarak dizenlenmesine karar verilmistir. 21 Mart
1924'te Hakimiyet-i Milliye gazetesinde, bu binanin
yeni meclis binasi olarak tanzim edilmesinin ne denli
yerinde bir karar oldugu kamuoyuna duyurulmustur.
Hizla tanzim edilen bina 18 Ekim 1924 tarihinde
hizmete aciimis ve 27 Mayis 1960'a dek Turkiye
Cumbhuriyeti'nin yasama organi olan Turkiye BUyUk
Millet Meclisine ev sahipligi yapmistir.

Bodrum Uzerine iki katlh olarak kesme tastan insa
edilen binanin i¢ bdlimleri iki kat boyunca yUkselen
ortadaki bUyUk salonun ug¢ kenarina dizilmistir.
Pencerelerde goérulen kemerler, cephelerdeki
¢ini panolar, genis sagaklar Selcuklu ve Osmanli
motfiflerinin yodun kullanildidi kalem isi suslemeli
ahsap tavanlar, Cumhuriyet ddnemi mimarisini
yansitmaktadir. Giristen sonra enine uzanan, iki
ucunda merdivenlerin yer aldidi genis koridor,
Selcuklu ve Osmanli bezemelerinin yer aldidi bir
tavanla &rtimusttr. Girisin sag tarafindaki ilk oda
Muhasebe Odasrdrr. ikinci oda ise mescit olarak
kullanimistir. UcUncU oda, Meclis kayitlarinin da
saklandigr Zabit Kalemidir. Sol tarafta ise Kavénin
(Kanunlar) Kalemi, idare Heyeti Odasi ve Evrak
Kalemi bulunmaktadrr. ikinci katta Cumhurbaskani
Odasl, Cumhurbagkani Kabul Salonu, Cumhurbagkani

The First Grand Natfional Assembly Building, where
all military and political decisions were made during
the War of Independence, began to prove inadequate
for its operations shortly affer the proclamation of the
Republic. In order to confinue ifs activities in a more
suitable and well-equipped facility, the Grand Natfional
Assembly of Turkiye decided in 1924 fo construct a
new assembly building. On February 3, 1924, the front
page of the Hakimiyet-i Milliye newspaper announced
that funds had been allocated from the stafe budget
for the constfruction of a new parliament building.
Originally planned as the Republican People’s Party
Headqguarters (General Headquarters), the building—
located approximately 200 meters from the First Grand
National Assembly Building and designed by architect
Vedat Tek—On March 21, 1924, in the Hakimiyet-i Milliye
newspaper, it was announced fo the public just how
appropriate the decision was fo convert the building
info the new parliament building. The building, which
was rapidly renovated, opened on October 18, 1924,
and served as the home of the Grand National
Assembly of TUrkiye—the legislative body of the Republic
of TUrkiye—until May 27, 1960.

The interior spaces of the two-story building,
constfructed of cut stfone in Bodrum, are arranged
along the outer edges of the large central hall that
rises across both floors. The arches visible in the
windows, the ceramic panels on the facades, the wide
eaves, and the wooden ceilings adorned with infricafe
carvings featuring abundant Seljuk and Offoman motifs
reflect the architecture of the Republican era. The
wide corridor extending horizontally from the entrance,
with staircases af both ends, is covered by a ceiling
featuring Seljuk and Oftoman mofifs. The first room on
the right side of the entrance is the Accounting Office.
The second room was used as a prayer room. The
third room is the Records Office, where parliamentary
records are also kept. On the leff side are the Law
Office, the Administrative Board Room, and the Records
Office. On the second floor are the President’s Office,
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Ozel Kalem Odas), Basbakan ve Bakanlar Kurulu
Odasi ile Meclis Baskani Odasi ve Meclis Baskani
Ozel Kalem Odasi bulunmaktadir. Meclis Binasi icinde
yer alan odalar bagimsiz dedildir; odalari ayiran ara
duvarlara yerlestirilen kapilar bu odalari birbirine
baglamaktadir. Bdylece kolektif calisma anlayisi ve
koordinasyonda fiziksel kolaylk saglanmistir.

Meclis Toplanti Salonu olarak adlandirilan Genel
Kurul Salonu binanin merkezinde yer almaktadir.
Ana giris kapilarinin ortasinda, Riyaset Divani olarak
anilan Bagkanlik Kirstst bulunmaktadir. Salonun sag
kdsesinde dikdortgen balkon formunda fasarlanan,
daha sonraki dizenlemeler sonucunda dairesel
bir form alan ve yabanci misyon ftemsilcileri icin
hazirlanan Sefirler Locasi bulunmaktadir. Loca gines
motifi ile suslenmistir. Sol taraftg, salonun gineybat
yan duvari kemeri icinde, yarim daire formunda
olan Cumhurbaskanligi Seref Locasi yer alir. Loca,
altta kurdeleyle birlestiriimis, iki yana uzanarak
¢elenk hdéline gelen defne ve ¢inar dallarinin
icerisinde yer alan ay yildiz motifi ile bezenmistir.
ic kisim ayri kapilardan girilen ¢ bslim halinde
dizenlenmistir. Salonun arka Ust boluminde ise
Dinleyici ve Basin Locasi bulunmaktadir. Bu loca
1926 yilinda yapilan genisletme ve tadilat sonrasinda
daha geriye alinarak yeniden dizenlenmistir. Genel
Kurul Salonu’nun tavani ahsap ¢italarla karelere
bolunmUstur. Bu kareler icinde sekiz kollu yildizlarin
olusturdugu motifler yer almaktadir. Ahsap panolari
¢cepegevre saran kenar bordurleri icerisinde ise
bitkisel motifler bulunmaktadir. Salon zemini tamamen
ahsaptir. Milletvekili siralarinin bulundugu alan
amfitiyatro seklinde yapilmigtir. Milletvekilleri igin 116
ofurma sirasi mevcuttur.

Milletvekillerinin Genel Kurul Salonu'ha dogrudan
giris yapmasi icin, binanin kuzeydogusuna agilan kapi
ve oda 1926 yilinda kapatilarak telgrafhane olarak
tanzim edilmigtir.
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the Presidential Reception Hall, the Presidential Private
Office, the Prime Minister and Cabinet Room, and the
Bureau and the Speaker’s Private Office. The rooms
within the Parliament Building are not independent;
doors installed in the partition walls separating the
rooms connect them fo one anotfher. This arrangement
facilitates physical ease in collective work and
coordination.

The Plenary Hall, known as the Assembly Meeting
Hall, is located in the cenfer of the building.

At the center of the main entrance doors stands
the Bureau dais, referred fo as the Riyaset Divani. In
the right corner of the hall is the Ambassadors” Gallery,
originally designed in the form of a rectangular balcony,
later reshaped info a circular form through subsequent
modifications, and designated for representatives of
foreign missions. This gallery is adorned with a sun
motif. On the left side, within the arch of the hall’s
southwestern wall, is the Presidential Honor Gallery,
which has a semi-circular form. It is decorated with
a crescent and star mofif set within laurel and plane
free organs that exfend outward on both sides and
are fied together af the base with a ribbon, forming a
wreath. The interior is arranged in three sections, each
accessed through separate doors. At the upper rear
section of the hall is the Audience and Press Gallery.
This gallery was moved further back and reorganized
following the expansion and renovation carried out
in 1926The ceiling of the Plenary Hall is divided info
squares by wooden slats. Within these squares are
motifs formed by eight-poinfed stars. The border bands
surrounding the wooden panels are decorated with
vegetal patfterns. The floor of the hall is enfirely wooden.
The area where the MP’s seafs are located is designed
in the form of an amphitheater. There are 116 seating
rows for the MPs.

To allow members of parliament direct access fo
the Plenary Hall, the door and room opening onfo the
northeast side of the building were closed in 1926 and
converted info a felegraph office.
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Bunun sebebi, Il. Meclis Binasrnin Telgraf Binas’'na

I. Meclis Binas’'ndan daha uzak olmasidir. Bu giris
kapatilinca, binanin gineydogu girisi genisletilerek
buraya bir tas kapi yapiimis ve Meclisin ana girisi
olarak bu kapi kullanimaya baslanmistir. Ayni yil, fide
yetistirmek amaciyla bir sera ve binanin arka tarafina
artan ihtiyac karsilamak amaciyla da bir ek bina
insaatina baslanmistir. Ek bina icinde kantin, bife ve
lokantanin bulundugu Mebus KulibU yer almistrr. ilk
basta iki ndbetci kulibesi ve nizamiye yerlestirilen
binanin ana girisi daha sonra ¢evre duvari ile
¢cevrelenmis ve bahge tanzimi yapilarak Millet Bahgesi
adiyla tUm ulusun kullanimina agilmigtir.

1960ta Meclisin kapatiimasinin ardindan Merkezi
Antlasma Teskilatina (CENTO) tahsis edilen bing, 1961-
1979 yillari arasinda CENTO Genel Merkezi olarak
kullanilmis, teskilatin kaldirimasindan sonra ise Koltor
Bakanligina devredilmistir. Daha sonra binanin én
kisminin Cumhuriyet MUzesi, arka kisminin ise KGltir
Bakanligi Eski Eserler ve Muizeler Genel MUdirlugu
hizmet binasina dénUstUrdlmesi kararlastirimigtir.
Cumbhuriyet Mizesi, 30 Ekim 1981 tarihinde ziyarete
acilmis ve 1985 yilina dek hizmet vermistir. Yapilan
teshir ¢alismalarinin ardindan Ocak 1992'de yeniden
ziyarete agllan mize, Agustos 2001'de genel
restorasyona alinmis ve 29 Ekim 2008de tekrar
acilmistir. Cumhuriyet Mizesi'hde, Cumhuriyet’in ilk U¢
Cumhurbaskani olan Mustafa Kemal Atatirk, ismet
inénU ve Celal Bayar dénemini yansitan olaylar,
kendi sdzleri, fotograflari, bazi &zel esyalariyla birlikte
o doénemde Mecliste alinan kararlar ve tartisilan
konularla ilgili belgeler sergilenmektedir.

14]

The reason for this was that the Second Parliament
Building was farther from the Telegraph Building

than the First Parliament Building. When this enfrance
was closed, the building’s southeast entrance was
expanded, a stone door was consfructed there, and
this door began fo be used as the main entrance fo
the Assembly. In the same year, a greenhouse was
built for growing seedlings, and an additional building
was consfructed atf the rear of the building fo meet
the growing need. The Members’ Club, which includes
a cafeterig, snack bar, and restaurant, is located within
the annex building. The main enfrance of the building,
which initially housed two guardhouses and a sentfry
post, was later enclosed by a perimeter wall and a
garden was reorganized and opened fo the public
under the name Millet Park.

Following the closure of the Parliament in 1960,
the building was allocated to the Central Treaty
Organization (CENTO) and served as CENTO's
headquarters from 1961 to 1979; affer the organizatfion
was dissolved, it was transferred to the Ministry of
Culture. Subsequently, the front section of the building
became the Republic Museum, while the rear section
housed the Ministry of Culfure and it was decided
to convert the building info the headquarters of the
General Directorate of Antfiquities and Museums. The
Republic Museum opened to the public on October 30,
1981, and remained in service until 1985. The exhibition
work carried out

The museum, which reopened to visitors in January
1992, underwent a general restoratfion in August 2001
and reopened on Octfober 29, 2008. The Republic
Museum displays events reflecting the eras of the
Republic’s first three presidents— Mustafa Kemal Afaturk,
Ismet IndnU, and Celal Bayar—along with their own
words, photographs, and some personal belongings,
as well as documents related fo decisions made and
issues debated in Parliament during those periods..
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Clemens Holzmeister, Ankara ickale Sokaktaki calisma odasinda Clemens Holzmeister, in his study on ickale Street in Ankarg,
(Kaynak: Leyla Alpagut, Milli Egemenlik ve Mekdan, 2022, 5.36) Source: Leyla Alpagut, National Sovereignty and Space, 2022, p.36
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Gunumuizdeki (11l.) TBMM Binasi
Current Building of GNAT

4 Aralik 1936 tarihli Riyaset (Baskanlik) Divani By the Presidential Council Decision dated
Karari ve 11 Ocak 1937 tarih ve 3090 sayili Kanun'la December 4, 1936, and Law No. 3090 dafed January
20. yuzyilin mimari &zelliklerine uygun ve abide 11, 1937, it was decided fo construct a new Parliament
niteliginde yeni bir meclis binasinin yapimina karar building that would be in keeping with the architectural

verilmistir. features of the 20th century and serve as a monument.

A consfruction committee was established within
the Assembly, and it was decided that this committee
would organize an infernational design competition
for the new building. On January 28, 1938, a fofal of 14
projects were submitted fo the competition, and the

Meclis icinde bir ingaat komisyonu kurulmus
ve bu komisyonun yeni bina igin uluslararasi bir
proje yarismasi duzenlemesi karara baglanmistir.
28 Ocak 1938de sona eren yarismaya 14 proje
katilmis, Hollandali Willem Marinus Dudok, isvecli

. expert jury—comprising Dufch architect Willem Marinus
Ivar Tengbom ve Ingiliz Howard Robertson'dan

Dudok, Swedish architect Ivar Tengbom, and British

olugan uzman juri heyeti U¢ projeyi birinci secmisfir. architect Howard Robertson—selected three projects
Neoklasik Usluba uygun olarak hazirlanmis bu as the winners. These three projects, designed in the

U¢ proje Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi tarafindan neoclassical style, were reviewed by the Grand National
incelenmis, Mustafa Kemal Atatirk'Un de begdendidi, Assembly of Turkiye, and the project by Austrian
Avusturyall mimar Prof. Dr. Clemens Holzmeister’in architect Prof. Dr. Clemens Holzmeister—which was also
projesi Uzerinde karar kilinmistir. approved by Mustafa Kemal AfafUrk—was selected.
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TBMM insaati, Seref Holb Galerisi, 1950'ler Construction of the GNAT, Hall of Honor Gallery, 1950s,
(Kaynak: Leyla Alpagut, Milli Egemenlik ve Mekan, 2022, s. 76) (Source: Leyla Alpagut, National Sovereignty and Space, 2022, p. 76)
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Holzmeister'in 1947 yilinda TBMM insaatindaki bitin yetkilerini Holzmeister’s student, Architect Ziya Payzin, who would assume all
birakacagi égrencisi Mimar Ziya Payzin of Holzmeister’s responsibilities regarding the construction of the
(Kaynak: Leyla Alpagut, Milli Egemenlik ve Mekan, 2022, s. 73-74) Grand National Assembly of Turkiye in 1947 (Source: Leyla Alpagut,

National Sovereignty and Space, 2022, pp. 73- 74)
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13 Ekim 1923te Ankara’nin baskent ilan ediimesinin
ardindan, sehrin imari igin Ulkeye davet edilen
yabancl uzmanlardan biri olan Holzmeister, 1927
yllinda Milli Savunma Bakanlidi binasinin yapimi
dolayisiyla Turkiye'ye gelmis Genelkurmay Baskanlid,
Cumhurbaskanhi@r Koski ve Yargitay gibi bir¢ok
devlet binasinin projesine imza atmis, bir dénem
istanbul Teknik Universitesi Mimarlik Fakultesinde
ogretim Uyeligi yapmis ve Turkiye'de bircok mimarin
yetismesine katki saglamis énemli bir isimdir.

Arazi tahsisinin ardindan, 26 Ekim 1939'da
dénemin TBMM Baskani Mustafa AbduUlhalik Renda
tarafindan temeli atilan Meclis Binas’'nin yapimina
baslanmistir. Proje icin gerekli teknik, sanat, endistri
ve is kapasitesinin kisitl olmasi, bit¢ceden insaat icin
ayrilan bes milyon liralk édenegdin bit¢cede agir
bir yUk olusturmasi ve Il. Dinya Savasinin pek ¢ok
acidan menfi etkisi nedenleriyle yapim c¢alismalarina
1941 yiinda ara verilmistir. 1942 yiinda insaat yeniden
baslamis; tas, ahsap dogdrama, madeni dograma ve
tesisat isleri ayri ayri miUteahhitlere havale edilmis ve
Holzmeister’in 6grencisi olan mimar Ziya Payzin yapi
detaylarinin ¢izimi icin gérevlendirilmistir. 1947 yilinda
yapinin kaba insaati tamamlanmis ve Bayindirlik
Bakanligina devredilmistir. Sonraki yil Ziya Payzin,
Holzmeister'in temsilcisi sifatiyla ¢alismalari bizzat
yUrutmeye baslamistir.

1950'lerde ¢ok partili hayata gegisle birlikte, artan
ihtiya¢ dolayisiyla insaat faaliyetlerine hiz verilmistir.
1957 yiinin Aralik ayinda Bagdat Pakti Bakanlar
Konseyinin Ankara’da gerceklestirilecek olmasi,
toplantinin gérkemli bir binada yapilmasi gerekliligini
dogurmus ve Basbakan Adnan Menderes tarafindan
bu toplantinin yeni Meclisin tamamlanan b&liminde
yapilmasi onaylanmis, binanin uygun hdle getirilmesi
icin gerekli doviz fransferi dahil tUm istekler yerine
getirilmistir. 1960 yilinda bUtinUyle famamlanmis
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Following the declaration of Ankara as the
capital on October 13, 1923, Holzmeister—one of the
foreign experts invited fo the country for the city’s
urban development—arrived in TUrkiye in 1927 for
the constfruction of the Ministry of National Defense
building, He was a key figure who designed the plans
for numerous government buildings, including the
General Staff Headquarters, the Presidential Palace, and
the Supreme Court, served as a faculty member at the
Faculty of Architecture at Istanbul Technical University for
a fime, and confributed significantly fo the training of
many architects in Turkiye.

Following the allocatfion of the land, consfruction
of the Parliament Building began on October 26, 1939,
with the cornerstone laid by Mustafa Abdulhalik Renda,
then Speaker of the Grand National Assembly. Due fo
the limited availability of the necessary technical, artistic,
industrial, and labor resources for the project, the five
million lira allocated from the budget for construction
placing a heavy burden on the budget, and the
negafive impact of World War Il in many respects,
construction work was suspended in 1941. Construction
resumed in 1942; stonework, woodwork, metalwork, and
plumbing were contracted out fo separate confractors,
and Archifect Ziya Payzin, a student of Holzmeister, was
tasked with drawing the architectural details. In 1947,
the building’s rough construction was completed and
fransferred fo the Ministry of Public Works. The following
year, Ziya Payzin began personally overseeing the work
in his capacity as Holzmeister’s representative.

With the fransition fo a multi-party system in the
1950s, construction activities were accelerated to meet
growing needs. The fact that the Baghdad Pact Council
of Ministers was fo be held in Ankara in December
1957 necessitated that the meetfing take place in
a grand building; Prime Minister Adnan Menderes
approved holding the meeting in the completed section
of the new Parliament building, and all requests—
including the necessary foreign currency transfer to
prepare the building— were fulfiled. The main building,
fully completed in 1960, was officially opened on
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ana bing, 1960 askeri darbesinin ardindan, 6 Ocak
1961'de Kurucu Meclis toplantisi ile hizmete agilmigtir.
Donemin kosullari geregince cift meclisli sisteme
uygun olarak tasarlanmis olan bing, 1982 yilinda tek
meclis sistemine gdre yeniden dizenlenmistir. TUrkiye
BUyUk Millet Meclisi ginimuzde de ayni binada
calismalarini surdirmektedir.

January 6, 1961, with the convening of the Founding
Assembly following the 1960 military coup. Designed to
accommodate a bicameral system in accordance with
the condifions of the erg, the building was reorganized
in 1982 fo suit a unicameral system. The Grand National
Assembly of Turkiye confinues ifs work in the same
building to this day.

Meclis Bagkani AbdUlhalik Renda ilk harci
koyarken, 26 Ekim 1939
(Kaynak: Leyla Alpagut, Milli Egemenlik ve Mekan, 2022, s. 71)

TBMM insaati, 1940'ar
(Kaynak: Leyla Alpagut, Milli Egemenlik ve Mekan, 2022, s. 73)

Construction of the GNAT, in 1940s.
Mr. Abdulhalik Renda, Speaker of the Parliament while breaking the (Source: Leyla Alpagut, National Sovereignty and Space, 2022, p. 73)
ground of the current parliament building, October 26, 1939.

(Source: Leyla Alpagut, National Sovereignty and Space, 2022, p. 71)
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Meclis Binas’nin mimari dzellikleri ve genel yapisi,
Torkiye Cumhuriyetinin gicinu ve 6lumsuzIiguni
simgeleyecek sekilde, agirbasl, saglam ve dayaniki
nitelikte tasarlanmistir. 475 bin 521 metrekarelik bir
yerleskenin icinde, anitsal, dengeli ve U¢ boyutlu bir
dizenlemeye gore ele alinan yapilar grubunun tam
ortasinda, arazinin en yuksek noktasini olusturan
Ana Bina yer almaktadir. Given Aniti ile baslayarak
Bakanlik binalari ile devam eden mimari planiama,
en yuksek noktada, Turk milletini temsil eden Turkiye
BUyUk Millet Meclisi ile sona ermektedir. Bu durum,
Meclis Genel Kurul Salonu'nda yazili bulunan
Mustafa Kemal Atatirk'n “Egemenlik kayitsiz sartsiz
milletindir” s6zUyle &zdeslesmekte ve milli iradeyi
taclandiran sembolik bir goérinti olusturmaktadir. Ana
Bina'nin kus bakisi gérinimu de milleti kucaklayan bir
yapiya sahiptir; Turkiye BUyUk Millet Meclisi bdylece
adeta millete kollarini agmaktadir.

Ana Bina'nin yerlesim alani 19 bin 372
metrekaredir. Bodrum kat Uzerine dort kat insa edilen
betonarme karkas binanin toplam kullanim alani 56
bin 775 metrekare, 6n cephe uzunlugu 248 metredir.
Bina dis duvarlarinin U¢te biri beyaz fraverten ile
kaplanmistir. Yapinin tam ortasinda ve arazinin
en yuksek noktasindg, biyUk toplanti salonlarinin
oldugu merdivenli ve sUtunlu girisiyle ana kitle yer
almaktadir. On cephede birbirine paralel ki sira
hdlinde yanlara uzanan kanatlar ve bu kanatlari
birlestiren k&priler bulunmaktadir. Ana Bina'nin 6n
girisindeki orta alanda Seref Girisi yer alir. Bronz olan
bu kapinin sttunlari farkl tasarlanmis, en Ust sagd ve
sol kdselerde ay yildiz motifi kullanilmistir. Birbirine
gecmis sagl sollu ve alth Ustll hasir motifi, cagdas
Tork devletinin bélinmez bUtinligunin bir simgesidir.
Bu kapi Cumhurbaskani ve TBMM Bagkani tarafindan
kullaniimaktadir. Giristeki kdprilu kanatlar altinda 1
ve 2 numaral, arka cephede ise 3 ve 4 numaral
giris kapilari yer almaktadir. Binanin énindeki bayrak
hicbir zaman indiriimez ve yariya inmez.
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The architectural features and overall structure of
the Parliament Building have been designed fo be
dignified, solid, and durable, symbolizing the strength
and enduring nature of the Republic of Turkiye. Located
af the very centfer of a group of structures arranged
in a monumental, balanced, and three- dimensional
layout within a 475,521-square-meter site, the main
building stands at the highest point of the grounds. The
architectural plan, which begins with the Monument
of Trust and confinues with the Ministry buildings,
culminates atf the highest point with the Grand National
Assembly of TUrkiye, representing the Turkish nation.

This arrangement aligns with Mustafa Kemal AtatUrk’s
words inscribed in the Plenary Hall of the Assembly:
“Sovereignty belongs fo the nation, uncondifionally and
without reservation,” creating a symbolic image that
crowns the national will. The bird’'s-eye view of the main
building also feafures a structure that embraces the
nation; thus, the Grand National Assembly of Turkiye
appears to be opening its arms fo the people.

The main building covers an area of 19,372 square
meters. Constructed as a reinforced concrete frame
structure with four stories above a basement level,
the building has a tofal usable area of 56,775 square
meters and a front facade length of 248 meters. One-
third of the building’s exterior walls are clad in white
travertine. At the very cenfer of the strucfure and af
the highest point of the site, the main mass is situated
with its staircase and columned entrance leading fo
the large assembly halls. On the front facade, there
are wings extending sideways in two parallel rows,
connected by bridges. The Honorary Entrance is
located in the centfral area of the main building’s front
enfrance. The columns of this bronze door are uniquely
designed, featuring a crescent and star motif af the
fop right and left corners. The inferwoven, crisscrossing
wickerwork mofif symbolizes the indivisible unity of the
modern Turkish state. This door is used by the President
and the Specaker of the Grand National Assembly.
Under the arched wings af the enfrance are enfrance
doors numbered 1 and 2, while doors numbered 3 and
4 are located on the rear facade. The flag in front of
the building is never lowered or flown at half-mast.
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Seref Girisinden i¢ taraftaki Seref Holi'ne From the Hall of Honor, one proceeds fo the inner
gecilmektedir. Buradan iki ic bahcenin bulundugu Hall of Honor. From here, one enfers the marble holl
Mermer Salon ve situnlu galerilere girimektedir. Seref and fhe colonnaded galleries, which feafure fwo inner

- N .. - courtyards. From the wing to the right of the Hall of
Holl'nin sagina disen kulisten 1980 yilina kadar Honor, one enters the Second Grand Assembly Hall,

Cumhuriyet Senatosu Toplanti Salonu olarak kullanilan which served as the Senate of the Republic Assembly
ikinci Buyuk Toplanti Salonu’na gecilmektedir. Soldaki Hall until 1980. In the wing fo the left, there are two
kuliste ise parti gruplari tarafindan kullanilan iki ayri additional halls used by the parliamentary groups.

salon daha bulunmaktadir.
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TBMM Seref Holi Hall of Honor of the GNAT
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Honorary Enfrance of GNAT

Seref Girisi
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Milletvekillerinin kulis mekanlari olan galerilerin
cevreledigi orta bdlimde ise Genel Kurul Toplanti
Salonu yer almaktadir. Genel Kurul Toplanti Salonu
1995 yilinda agillan proje yarismasi sonucunda
yeniden dizenlenmis ve 1 Ekim 1998de yeni hdliyle
hizmete aciimighir. Baskanlik Kirsosi’'nin sol tarafinda
Cumhurbaskanhidl, Askeri, Sivil Resmi Erkén Localari,
sag farafinda Kordiplomatik Loca yer almaktq,
karsi tarafta ise 6zel dinleyici, basin mensuplari
ve dinleyicilere ayrilmis localar bulunmaktadir.
Cumhurbaskani ve TBMM Baskani, Genel Kurul
Salonu’na “Damlall Kapi” ya da “Salkim Kapi” adi
verilen bronz kapidan giris yapmaktadir. iki kanatl
ve her bir kanadinda tarih sahnesinde yer almis 16
Turk devletini sembolize eden damla motiflerine
yer verilen bu anitsal kapi bizzat Prof. Dr. Clemens
Holzmeister tarafindan tasarlanmistir. Prof. Dr.
Holzmeister’in motiflering, TUrk sanatinda cam
ve porselenden yapilan ¢esmibUlbll ve zUlfiaruz
vazolari da ilham kaynagdr olmustur. Salonun
tavanindg, yine Prof. Dr. Holzmeister tarafindan
tasarlanan ve Bohemya kristalinden yaptirilan 16 adet
bUyUk avize bulunmaktadir. Bu avizeler de 16 Turk
devletini sembolize etmektedir.
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The Plenary Hall is located in the cenfral secfion,
surrounded by the galleries that serve as the members’
lounge areas. The Plenary Hall was redesigned following
a design competition held in 1995 and reopened in
its new form on October 1, 1998. To the left of the
Speaker’s Podium are the Presidential, Military, and
Civilian Official Galleries; fo the right is the Diplomatic
Gallery; and on the opposite side are galleries reserved
for special guests, members of the press, and the
public. The President of the Republic and the Speaker
of the Grand National Assembly enfer the Plenary Hall
through a bronze door known as the “Drip Door” or
“Grape Cluster Door” This monumental, double- leafed
door—featuring droplet motifs on each leaf symbolizing
16 Turkish states that have played a role in history—was
personally designed by Prof. Dr. Clemens Holzmeister.
Prof. Dr. Holzmeister’s mofifs were also inspired by the
“cesmibUlbul” and “zUlfGaruz” vases made of glass and
porcelain in Turkish art. The ceiling of the hall features 16
large chandeliers, also designed by Prof. Dr. Holzmeister
and craffed from Bohemian crystal. These chandeliers

also symbolize the 16 Turkish stafes.
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TBMM Genel Kurul Salonu Plenary Hall of GNAT
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Ceremonial Hall of GNAT
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The Ceremonial Hall is locafted in the three-story
extension on the front leftf wing of the building. The hall
features an interior layout with galleries that are it from
above. The upper floor of this section is connected fto
the main structure by a bridge supported by columns.
Suspended from the ceiling is a magnificent chandelier
designed by Prof Dr. Holzmeister, composed of 7,000
crystal spheres. Today, the hall is used for official
ceremonies, receptions, and various events.
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Binada, Afyon'dan getirilen 36 cesit 20 bin
metrekareden fazla mermer kullaniimis, mermerlerin
kesimi sonucu artan parcalar da degerlendirilerek
mozaik desenler cesitli yerlere yerlestirilmistir. Binanin
dis yUzU Eskipazar ve Malikdy taslari ile yapimis, ¢ati
ise bakirla kaplanmistir. Mecliste bircok yerde basak
motifi kullaniimistir. Basak Ulkenin tarimsal etkinligini
simgelemektedir. Kullanilan bir diger simge de stilize
edilmis aslan figurleridir. Anadoluda Hitit ddneminden
bu yana gicin sembolU olan aslan, Cumhuriyet’in
gucunU vurgulaomaktadir.

Ana Bina'nin girisinde Atatirk Anifi yer almaktadr.
19 Mayis 1981 tarihinde acilisi yapilan Hiseyin-imran
Gezer'e ait, bronz dékimden yapilmis heykel Uc¢
figlrden olusmaktadir. AtatGrk figird Atatirkon
atiimcr karakterini, elinde bayrak tutan geng erkek
figlrt badimsizlig, elinde mesale tasiyan geng kiz
figlrU ise 6zgUrlogu simgelemektedir.
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Over 20,000 square meters of marble from 36
different variefies, brought from Afyon, were used in the
building; the leffover pieces from cutfing the marble
were also utfilized to create mosaic patterns placed in
various locations. The building’s exterior is constructed
with Eskipazar and Malikoy stones, and the roof is
covered with copper. The ear of wheat motif is used
in many places throughout the Assembly. The ear of
wheat symbolizes the country’s agricultural vitality.
Another symbol used is stylized lion figures. The lion,
a symbol of power in Anatolia since the Hittite period,
emphasizes the strength of the Republic.

An Afafurk Monument is located atf the enfrance
to the main building. The bronze statue, created by
HUseyin-imran Gezer and unveiled on May 19, 198],
consists of three figures. The figure of AfafUrk represents
his pioneering character; the young man holding a
flag symbolizes independence; and the young woman
carrying a torch symbolizes freedom.
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